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Arctic Anxieties 

The North – to many,
it’s a dreamy ex-

panse that captures
t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n ,
evoking  images  of
pristine landscapes
and hearty inhabi-
tants. In a sense, the northern way of
life is how inhabitants of Northern na-
tions, even those of us who live in the
far south of our circumpolar countries,
identify ourselves. And yet the North is
more than an outstanding series of post-
card images. Sovereignty, the environ-
ment, and the welfare of its people are
all areas that must be addressed. To that
end, our special feature on the North 
includes the words of Gov. Gen. Adri-
enne Clarkson, a passionate advocate 
of the North, as well as Jack Anawak,
Canada’s ambassador for circumpolar
affairs. Indian Affairs and Northern De-
velopment Minister Andy Scott and his
Conservative critic Jim Prentice also join
the discussion. 

Turning our view slightly south, we
examine the European Union, that eco-
nomic monolith that one year ago this
month welcomed 10 new countries, the
poor cousins of existing member states,
into its fold. Peter Zimonjic, who keeps
an eye on the EU for Diplomat from Lon-
don, looks at how things have changed
and what the future holds. We also con-
sulted the experts in Ottawa –ambassa-
dors from the new member states – to see
how things look from their perspective,
one year on. 

We examine Canadian foreign policy
with two learned observers: In one cor-
ner is Oxford academic Jennifer Welsh; in
the other is seasoned diplomat-turned-
academic Derek Burney. 

Speaking of academics, kudos to back-
page columnist Allan Thompson who
has been nominated for a National
Newspaper  Award.  This  t ime,  Mr.
Thompson delivers the scoop on UN re-
form. 

And there’s much else: Korean nib-
bles, Riesling refreshments and Russian
art, as well as a sneak preview of the
Canadian Tulip Festival, an event that in-
volves many more countries than the
Netherlands and Canada. We’ve also in-
troduced a letters section and look for-
ward to much healthy debate on the
letters pages. 

Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat.

JENNIFER CAMPBELL

LETTERS

In defence of India
We were somewhat bemused and disap-
pointed by the slanted and rather snide
piece “India’s ambiguity towards aid”,
which appeared in the ‘Beyond the Head-
lines’ section of the March-April issue of
your magazine, especially as it was writ-
ten by a Nieman scholar.

There is no question of India doing
somersaults over aid or anything else.
That India neither sought nor accepted
any aid from foreign governments for its
tsunami relief efforts was not due to ei-
ther arrogance or false pride. The plain
and simple fact was that India, in the con-
sidered view of both the central govern-
ment in New Delhi and the affected state
governments, was capable of looking af-
ter itself in terms of the requirements,
both material and logistical, for tsunami
relief. More importantly, India did not
wish to divert the foreign assistance from
for the affected countries which needed it
more. This reasoning is by now well un-
derstood by most observers, though not,
one now perceives, by everyone.

Without any intention of boasting but
purely as a matter of record, an Indian
naval vessel equipped with helicopters
and divers, medical teams and relief sup-
plies reached Sri Lanka less than 24 hours
after the tsunami hit. Three more Indian
ships arrived a day later, and three others,
similarly equipped, reached the Maldives
by Day two. By Day six, an Indian hospi-
tal ship was operating in Indonesia. It
was in recognition of India’s ability to
contribute swiftly, substantially and effec-
tively to the tsunami relief – we eventu-
ally deployed 32 vessels and over 41
aircraft, plus over 16,000 service men and
women - that the U.S. invited India to join
the “tsunami core group” as soon as it
was set up on Dec. 28.

As for accepting foreign assistance for
long-term reconstruction, that is a sepa-
rate issue. India has never said that it will
not accept such assistance, but as of now,
it has not sought any either.

It is curious that a Canadian who, com-
ing from a country which is justifiably
proud of its pioneering heritage, should
be the first to understand and appreciate
a ‘can-do’ spirit in others, apparently
finds it difficult to appreciate this very
spirit on the part of India.

Even more curious is that Mr. Abraham
apparently took the remarks made by our
minister of petroleum and natural gas,
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Mani Shankar Aiyar, at the oil and gas road
show in Calgary on Feb. 3, literally. Mr. Ai-
yar, who has a great sense of humour, was
not intending to go down on his knees nor
was he “practically begging” for Canadian
investment in the petroleum sector in In-
dia. He meant that as a joke, and his Cana-
dian audience, which laughed out loud,
obviously shared his sense of humour and
recognized it as such. 

– Niraj Srivastava, 
India’s Deputy High Commissioner

Close the Ticket Office

In his article “How to fix Canada’s immi-
gration system” in the March-April issue
of your magazine Allan Thompson com-
pares our immigration department to an
“airline that just keeps booking tickets
when all the seats have been taken.”

Mr. Thompson’s remedy for the de-
partment’s inability to accommodate
more immigrants seems to consist of
looking for ways to increase the number
of seats. As a pilot, I can assure him that
although it may be possible to board
more passengers by adding jump seats in
the aisles, take-offs will become increas-
ingly dangerous, and eventually disas-
trous. Would it not be more sensible to
accept that the plane is already jammed
to capacity and close the ticket office?

– Dan Farrell, Ottawa

Canada meets targets

Allan Thompson is right when he says
there’s a huge backlog of potential immi-
grants wanting to come to Canada, many
of whom have relatives here already. The
suggestions in his article, “How to fix
Canada’s immigration system,” on ways
to reduce frustration by acknowledging
that backlog upfront make sense. 

There are many immigrants in Canada
who have to wait years to sponsor their
parents, for example, to come join them
here. The federal immigration depart-
ment made some recent changes to im-
prove the process where spouses are
concerned, but not when it comes to other
relatives.

But, truth be told, Canada has been
successfully meeting its annual immigra-
tion targets. It has counted 235,808 new-
comers in 2004 so far, which is in line
with projections. Canada just doesn’t
have the capacity to open its borders to
more than that on a bureaucratic level.
Plus, the stretched-too-thin settlement
service sector wouldn’t be able to handle
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much more. Immigrants who are already
here are struggling, partly because of in-
sufficient funding for ESL, employment
counseling and other integration assis-
tance. As well, they are faced with many
barriers that prevent them from fully inte-
grating into Canadian life. When you
have a highly trained cardiologist from
Iran who ends up driving a taxi, or a
banker from the Philippines who has to
mop floors at a mall because he has “no
Canadian experience,” not only is the im-
migrant losing out, but so is Canada.

So the primary focus should be about
better integrating the immigrants who are
already here or on their way. One of the
reasons Canada is one of few countries in
the world aggressively accepting immi-
grants is because our population growth
is declining and our labour shortage is in-
creasing. Yet, once immigrants arrive, we
don’t give them enough support to en-
sure they can integrate and succeed in a
strange new land. Our first priority in fix-
ing the system needs to be making faster
progress on things like recognition of for-
eign credentials, more ESL training at a
higher level, encouragement of employ-
ers to hire immigrants and so on.

– Margaret Jetelina, 
Editor, The Canadian Immigrant Magazine 

The Commonwealth is 
a powerhouse

The Diplomat and International Canada 
undertook a most useful exercise in
analysing the Commonwealth and the
Francophonie in its March-April issue.
The two associations are, contrary to Pro-
fessor Chad Gaffield’s view, very differ-
ent international animals.

The Commonwealth evolved, un-
planned, over many decades as the coun-
tries of the British Empire haphazardly
became independent sovereign states.

Francophonie has been driven along
by a desire to maintain French culture.
Nothing wrong with that, but many of its
members have no historical political link
with France; it is difficult to understand
why, for example, Bulgaria, Romania and
Moldova belong while, say, Germany and
Italy do not.

All but one of the Commonwealth’s 53
members, on the other hand, have a his-
torical link either with Britain or through
another member country such as South
Africa (Namibia) or Australia (Papua
New Guinea).

Mozambique is so far the only country
to be admitted with no historical tie
(Cameroon was partly a British colony)

and there the rationale for membership
was that all its six neighbours are Com-
monwealth members and English is, 
of necessity, widely spoken in its admin-
istration and by many of its people.
Rwanda has applied to join on a similar
basis. 

There are other applicants. Yemen has
a legitimate claim, the south having been
the British protectorate of Aden. The
Palestinian Authority applied some years
ago but would only qualify once it be-
came a sovereign state.

Ireland is likely to rejoin the Common-
wealth when and if the Northern Ireland
peace process is successfully completed.
For some years occasional informal talks
on this possibility have taken place and
Dublin is mostly in favour.

So the idea that the Commonwealth 
is of diminishing importance and signifi-
cance is quite misconceived. By com-
parison with the Francophonie it is a
heavyweight, containing several of the
world’s largest and most important coun-
tries – India, Canada, South Africa, UK,
Pakistan and Australia.  

It is puzzling that Professor Gaffield
should write without any explanation
that “the notion of the Francophonie cur-
rently resonates much better in Canada”,
since the Commonwealth is plainly much
more significant internationally and the
Canadian role in shaping it under Lester
Pearson, Pierre Trudeau and Brian Mul-
roney has been huge. Indeed, in the
course of its formation in the last few
years, the Francophonie has several times
taken tips on its structure and experience
from the Commonwealth.

Recently cooperation between the
Commonwealth and the Francophonie
has been increasing - a most welcome de-
velopment. There is no real comparison
between the two bodies and plenty of
room for both of them.

Derek Ingram, London. 

(Editor’s note: Derek Ingram was founding
editor of Gemini News Service until 1993,
and is the author of a number of books and ar-
ticles about the Commonwealth.)

Diplomat magazine welcomes letters.
Please email to diplomat.editorial@
sympatico.ca, fax to (613) 789-9313 
or mail to P.O. Box 1173, Station B, 
Ottawa, ON, K1P 5R2. 

Letters may be edited for length and
clarity.
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Writing the book on 
diplomacy

To pessimists, these are lean times for
Canadian foreign policy. But apparently
there’s still enough grist to give authors
something to chew on. James Bartleman’s
latest autobiographical tome, Rollercoaster,
describes his life as Jean Chrétien’s foreign
policy advisor. On the shelves this month
is Derek Burney’s Getting It Done, detail-
ing his experiences in the foreign service
and working with Brian Mulroney (see
reviews of both starting on page 26). In
the fall, watch for Unquiet Diplomacy by
Paul Cellucci, former U.S. ambassador.
It’s certain to rile those Cellucci critics
who thought they had heard the last of
the blunt-spoken diplomat.

Reconstructing Iraq

Michael Bell, former Canadian ambassa-
dor to Egypt, Israel and Jordan, has been
named chair of the donor committee for
the International Reconstruction Fund Fa-
cility for Iraq, where he’ll oversee spend-
ing of $1 billion in aid. Mr. Bell, senior
scholar in diplomacy at the Munk Centre
for International Studies, has just finished

teaching a course on the Middle East to
bleary-eyed undergrads at the University
of Toronto, his first such gig. Maybe the
new job will be easier. 

An untimely return

On the topic of new jobs, where in the
world is Leonidas Chrysanthopoulos? In
Athens, one might expect. That’s exactly
where the current Greek ambassador to
Canada, Yannis Mourikis, thought his
predecessor was. Turns out though, that
Mr. Chrysanthopoulos, who left his post
as ambassador to Canada last spring,
made a surprise trip back to Ottawa to
brief  the Canadian government on 
European affairs. The trip, paid for by 
the Greek government, was made with-
out the knowledge of Mr. Mourikis – a
breach of protocol that according to
sources familiar with the affair, left the
current ambassador furious. It’s not clear
whether Mr. Chrysanthopoulos’ re-as-
signment, from deputy director of Euro-
pean Affairs to an agent of the minister
with no fixed title, is a result of this
diplomatic misstep. After all, if Canadi-
ans needed a briefing on Greece, they
could have gone to Mr. Mourikis. Could

it be that Mr. Chysanthopoulos was just
looking for an excuse to visit Canada?
His son is studying here and Mr. Chysan-
thopoulos has enjoyed two Canadian
postings in his long career. Perhaps he
longs for another. 

Post-tsunami play-by-play

Focusing on another coast, Canada World
View, the in-house publication of Foreign
Affairs Canada, looks at the response to
the tsunami, featuring a précis of how
Serge Paquette, director of emergency
services ,  and his  col leagues coped 
with missing Canadians and more than
100,000 calls to the operations centre in
two weeks. It’s a good snapshot of con-
sular work, the oft-overlooked face of for-
eign policy. www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/
canada-magazine/

The age of networks

And speaking of dealing with crises, the
Munk Centre’s Janice Gross Stein warns
the future of global security will be de-
fined by networks – whether they be 
al-Qaeda-like constructs or benign tech-
nological and social nodes, such as civil
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society networks, environmentalists,
physicians or scholars. Hierarchical gov-
ernments must master the art of network-
ing if they wish to keep their societies
safe ,  she  suggests .  The art ic le ’s  in  
the March-April  Policy Options ,  the 
magazine ’s  25th  b ir thday edi t ion .
www.irpp.org/po/

A class in curbing conflict

And now for some crisis reparation: The
Canadian Institute for Conflict Resolution
(CICR) is offering Ottawa’s diplomatic
community a special session of its “third
party neutral” training. The course begins
May 27th, and entails five days of training
using a hands-on approach to conflict res-
olution. The teachers certainly have their
own arsenal of examples from which to
borrow. CICR has worked to cool tempers
in such hot spots as Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, Rwanda, Ukraine, and Taiwan. The
organization is now partnering with the
Conflict Studies Program for an interven-
tion in Sudan. CICR is offering the diplo-
matic community a substantial discount
off the regular tuition for this course. For

more information about this course visit
www.cicr-icrc.ca or contact Dominique
Guindon, at (613) 235-5800. 

Winged writings

Perhaps there’s something in the water at
the Lester B. Pearson Building that pre-
desposes employees to write books. Peter
Pigott, a Treaty Custodian at Foreign Af-
fairs Canada has just released his 12th
book titled On Canadian Wings. Mr. Pigott
wrote his first book while posted in
Hong Kong. Upon returning to Ottawa
after a  posting in The Hague, he began
to take writing more seriously. Mr. Pigott
says, “It was coming back to Ottawa that
was the shock. . . we were so broke that
when our house needed a new roof, I be-
gan writing—and writing about what I
knew best—aviation. “ Since then Mr.
Pigott has managed to combine his full-
time career at Foreign Affairs with his af-
ter-hours authorship. On Canadian Wings:
A Century of Flight is a photo essay on
Canadian avaiation. The book is pub-
lished by Dundurn Press and sells for
$49.99. 

Recognizing front-line staff

An Ottawa businessman has teamed up
with an event planner and Diplomat’s
publisher, Lezlee Cribb, to create a unique
recognition evening for the locally 
engaged staff of embassies in Ottawa. 

Jeff Mierins, owner of Star Motors,
came up with the idea after years of
dealing with embassies and high com-
missions in Ottawa. “We recognized
that though the ambassadors give the
direction, it’s the front-line staff we al-
ways deal with and we thought that it
would be nice to recognize them in
some way.” 

The event, to be held on September
14, will celebrate the Canadians who
work in embassies from all over the
world in Ottawa. Mr. Mierins, event
planner Leena Ray-Barnes, and Ms.
Cribb are inviting colleagues to send
us stories of deserving non-diplomats.
They want a description of the way in
which the employee has gone above
and beyond the call of duty.

F o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t
www.diplomatonline.com 
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Canada welcome in Lebanon

Syria’s exit from Lebanon may provide
Canada with the opening it has been
seeking in the Middle East. Even before
Damascus confirmed its military pullout,
a Maine newspaper suggested that Cana-
dian peacekeepers should fill the vac-
uum in Lebanon. The Syrian ambassador
in Ottawa, Jamil Haidar Sakr, backs the
idea. “The role of Canada is accepted
and rather welcomed in view of its neu-
trality within the framework of the UN,”
Mr. Sakr said. Such a move could also
give Canada a higher profile in the Arab-
Israeli peace talks, he added. 

Foreign Affairs spokeswoman Marie-
Christine Lilkoff said a Canadian pres-
ence in Lebanon is speculative since
neither Lebanon nor Syria has called for
an international force. The possibility 
of civil war – a constant in Lebanon’s re-
cent history – can change minds rather
quickly. 

No spying in Ottawa, please

A counsellor posted in Ottawa in the
mid-1980s may have caused mandarins
at Foreign Affairs to take a closer look at
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations (1961). In the days following
the ‘not guilty’ verdict handed down in
the Air-India bombing case, Maloy Kr-
ishna Dhar, was quoted in Canadian
newspapers as saying that his four-year
stint at the Indian High Commission in-
cluded “clandestine intelligence gather-
ing,” mainly against suspected Sikh
extremists. 

Article 41(1) of the Vienna Convention
requires diplomats to “respect the laws
and regulations of the receiving State.
They also have a duty not to interfere in
the internal affairs of that State.” Article
9(1) gives host nations the discretion to
declare diplomats persona non grata.

While refusing to discuss Mr. Dhar’s
action specifically,  Foreign Affairs
spokesman Rodney Moore says Canada
has rarely exercised this provision. A
“small minority,” does occasionally
break the rules, including impaired driv-
ing, Mr. Moore said, adding that these
are mostly resolved through consulta-
tions with individual missions. 

Saudi looks east

Saudi Arabia has been on a charm offen-
sive for some time now, long enough to
give Karen Hughes, the new U.S. under-
secretary of state for public diplomacy,
some advice on image makeovers. “The re-
cent appointment of a high-ranking Amer-
ican official for public diplomacy is an
admission by the U.S government that it is
aware of the existence of an American im-
age problem in the Arab and Muslim
world,” says Mohammed R. Al-Hussaini,
Saudi ambassador in Ottawa. 

Ms. Hughes should also be consulting
Adel al-Jubeir, Saudi Arabia’s communi-
cator par excellence. Mr. al-Jubeir himself
earned his spurs many years ago when he
served at his nation’s Washington em-
bassy, but has since come to represent the
embattled nation’s face and voice to the
world. Part of his job has been to correct
the impression, especially among Ameri-
cans, that Saudi society breeds terrorists.  

But there are those who feel that Riyadh
and Washington are headed for a break-up
anyway. Vincent Lauerman, an analyst at
the Canadian Energy Research Institute in
Calgary, believes Saudi Arabia is looking
for a new security guarantor and is court-
ing China.“Yes, Saudi Arabia was on a PR
offensive until last summer. . . . But they
found that there was no way of swaying
certain elements in the Bush administra-
tion.” Saudi Arabia would prefer China be-
cause there are “no strings attached.”

Nigeria’s pitch

Nigerian lawmakers recently tried to stop
their government from repaying foreign
loans, arguing that major donors have an ob-
ligation to ensure that assistance goes to dem-
ocratic governments, not military regimes.
Although Canada is not a creditor to Nigeria,
David Gamble, spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Finance, says Ottawa will nonethe-
less support debt relief just as it agreed last
November to forgive 80 per cent of Iraq’s
$700 million outstanding to the Wheat Board.
Nigeria’s current external debt – the highest
in Africa – stands at $33.5 billion (U.S.). 

George Abraham, a Nieman scholar, 
is a contributing editor to Diplomat.
(georgeabraham@rogers.com). 
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New Heads of Mission

Lu Shumin
Ambassador of China

Mr. Lu’s appointment to Canada is his sec-
ond ambassadorial posting – and his second
posting to Canada. The Shanxi province na-
tive was China’s ambassador to Indonesia
for three years  before coming here. 

Born in 1950, Mr. Lu went to university
in China before joining the foreign service
in 1976. He first served in the foreign min-
istry’s department of North American and
Oceanian Affairs but was sent to Canada a
year later. He stayed for two years before
returning home to the Bejing Diplomatic
Personnel Services Bureau. Subsequent
foreign postings included Australia and
the United States where he served as min-
ister counsellor from 1994 to 1998. 

Mr. Lu is married and has one daughter. 

William Fisher
High Commissioner for Australia

Mr. Fisher is a career diplomat and comes
to his Canadian posting on the heels of a
term as Austral ia’s  Ambassador to
France. 

His Canadian and French postings will
no doubt seem tame compared to his
other head-of-mission positions such as
ambassador to Israel (1990-93) and chargé
d’affaires in Tehran (1982-83). He’s also
had postings in Thailand, Honolulu, Port

Villa and Noumea. 
At the foreign ministry in Australia, he

served in the public affairs division, the
consular programs and security division,
the international organizations and the le-
gal division. He also held senior positions
in the Americas and Europe division and
South Pacific section.

Born in Canberra in 1946, Mr. Fisher
studied at Australia National University.
He is married and has one daughter.

Non-heads of mission

Mehrabodin Masstan 
Counsellor, Afghanistan 

Christine Pearce
First Secretary, Australia 

Matthias Radosztics 
Second Secretary, Austria 

Farid Shafiyev 
Counsellor, Azerbaijan 

Haji Mursidi Bin Haji Setia 
Third Secretary, Brunei  

Dimiter Dimitrov 
Minister/Chargé d’Affaires, Bulgaria

Huikang Huang 
Minister Counsellor/Deputy Head of Mission,
China

Lasme Roger Diby 
First Secretary, Cote d’Ivoire

Karel Hejc
First Secretary, Czech Republic

Anne Christina Luckerath 
First Secretary, Germany

Mohammed Sami Kareem Khasawneh 
Third Secretary, Jordan

Niraj Srivastava
Deputy High Commissioner, India

Chandra Ballabh Thapliyal
First Secretary, India 

Christine Martha Wanjiru Mwangi
Counsellor/Deputy High Commissioner, Kenya 

Soontaik Hwang 
Minister Counsellor, Republic of Korea 

Soo Gwon Kim 
Counsellor, Republic of Korea 

Yung Suh Park 
Second Secretary, Republic of Korea

Kyaw Tin U 
Counsellor/Chargé d’Affaires, Myanmar 

Saqlain Asad 
First Secretary, Pakistan

Pedro Buitrón
Minister/Chargé d’Affaires, Peru 

Dora Monika Fitzli 
Counsellor, Switzerland 

Edward David Jacobson
First Secretary, United States

Lubasi Nyambe 
First Secretary, Zambia 



Ontario Lieut-Gov. James Bartleman has just
published Rollercoaster, a second memoir,
this time on his years as diplomatic advisor
to former prime minister Jean Chrétien.
Diplomat sat down with him for a frank
(read: non-diplomatic) chat.

Diplomat Magazine: You were with
Jean Chrétien when the last foreign
policy review was done. Do you
think foreign policy reviews are

actually useful? 
James Bartleman: I think, to some
extent, they are really irrelevant
to the establishment of what the

priorities are. It took a year in 1994
and it’s been the same thing now. If

you’re in government for a year, you’ve
been running a foreign policy all that
time. So, the only value of these reviews,
as far as I can see, is to engage the public
in a consultation process. Otherwise, I
don’t see that they have any great value
whatsoever. Foreign policy review or not,
it’s just as important that people use com-
mon sense as opposed to coming up with
fancy schemes. Foreign policy reviews are
overrated. Countries have basic interests
and you use common sense in promoting
your basic interests (to defend the foreign
policy interests of the state, to ensure the
economic well-being of the country and to
project its values internationally.) 

DM: Should Canada have an aboriginal as
the next governor general, as some suggest
the prime minister is considering? 
JB: I think the personal qualities of a person
far outweigh their ethnic origins, but 
having said that, maybe it’s time we had 
a black Canadian, or an aboriginal, or
someone reflecting the multicultural reality
which Canada has become. I represent On-
tario and I live in the Greater Toronto Area,
where 50 per cent of the population was
born outside the country. It’s a really pow-
erful economic force within the country. It
would be entirely appropriate if leaders re-
flected the diverse nature of our country.
But they should speak English and French. 

DM: Should Kofi Annan resign?
JB: He was a highly capable bureaucrat
within the United Nations system. He’s had a
difficult mandate, which is coming to an end
anyway. No – I don’t think he should resign. 

DM: In order to stay slim, what has been
your strategy when you were attending
endless cocktail parties as a diplomat and
now as lieutenant governor? 
JB: In my current job, I have the great 
advantage that I only have to go to the
last five minutes of cocktail parties,
which precede substantive events like
speeches and art exhibits so I have no
problems. It is a world that’s completely
different from the inane diplomatic cock-
tail circuit that I was exposed to for many
years. 

DM: And what did you do then? 
JB: Be courteous to your host. If they had
attracted any members of the government
or senior officials and you had business,
you would slip over, do your business and
then slip out the back door. The best strat-
egy was never to eat at cocktail parties. 

DM: (In your latest book), your descrip-
tion of Brian Tobin was biting. Would he
speak to you if you ran into him? 
JB: I don’t see Brian Tobin. I’m sure that
he would find it amusing. 

DM: So he has a sense of humour? 
JB: I haven’t seen it but I’m sure he has.
He was always too busy yelling at me to
show his sense of humour.

DM: Does Jean Chrétien get enough credit
for his foreign policy? 
JB: It was an active period. It was a pe-
riod of opening to Latin America, to Asia.
It was a period of managing some big cri-
sis files, like getting our troops out of Yu-
goslavia, managing the fish war with
Spain without bloodshed, like becoming
involved in a rescue operation in Eastern
Zaire. . . It was a period when a lot was
accomplished in terms of files such as
anti-personnel landmines and climate
change. The book speaks for itself and
points out the mistakes as well as the ac-
complishments and I understand it’s
now required reading at the University
of Toronto’s political science section. 

James Bartleman’s second book, Roller-
coaster, is published by McClelland & Stew-
art Ltd. It sells for $37.99 and proceeds go
Mr. Bartleman’s aboriginal literacy project in
the North. 
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Norway is an old nation but a young
modern state. 

Until the end of the Viking era,
the country was divided into several
small kingdoms, and regional kings
fought for the throne. By 1060, the unify-
ing process was complete. From the
1300s onward, Norway was continuously
in unions with its neighbouring Scandi-
navian countries. The last union, with
Sweden, ended one hundred years ago
and we are celebrating our centenary as
an independent country.

While Norway was one of the poorest
countries in Europe in 1905, it has rap-
idly developed and modernized. Today,
the United Nations lists it as the best
place in the world in which to live.

The union with Sweden began in
1814, as the Napoleonic wars ended and
the Peace of Kiel obliged Denmark to
hand the kingdom it controlled along the
North Atlantic Coast over to the King of
Sweden. The Norwegians refused to ac-
cept the legality of the treaty, and an
elected assembly adopted a new liberal
constitution for Norway on May 17, 1814.
The Swedes recognized the Norwegian
constitution, which provided Norway
with much independence. 

Towards the end of the 19th century,
the relationship between Norway and
Sweden became increasingly strained.
Nationalistic tendencies were emerging.  

The period is often termed “Norway’s
golden age” of literature, art and music.
Some of Norway’s most distinguished
artists emerged, including playwright
Henrik Ibsen, composer Edvard Grieg
and painter Edvard Munch. The achieve-
ments of Norwegian explorers in the po-
lar areas sparked nationalism. Roald
Amundsen was the first to sail through
the Northwest Passage, and later to reach
the South Pole. Fridtjof Nansen crossed
the Greenland icecap from east to west.
Around the same time, Otto Sverdrup
conducted various expeditions in which
he mapped large parts of the Canadian
Arctic. 

Dissolution of the Union: A Swedish de-
mand that the union’s foreign minister
must be Swedish, and the Norwegians’
demand for their own consular service
triggered the final conflict between the

two countries. In May 1905 the Norwe-
gian Parliament, the “Storting”, passed a
bill that established a Norwegian con-
sular service. King Oscar II vetoed the
bill but Norwegian cabinet members re-
fused to  counters ign the  veto  and
handed in their resignations. Norwegian
Prime Minister Christian Michelsen rea-
soned that because Swedish King Oscar
II exercised authority over Norway
through the government, he lost his

power when the government resigned.
Therefore he was no longer King and the
union had ceased to exist. 

“A Norwegian Revolution”: The declara-
tion by the Norwegian Parliament was
viewed in Sweden as a revolution.
Swedish politicians and the press reacted
violently. Eventually, the Swedish Parlia-
ment concluded that it, in principle,
could accept the breakup of the union,
but not based on the action taken by the
Norwegian Parliament. The Norwegians
would have to hold a national plebiscite,
and then negotiate the conditions for 
the dissolution of the union. A total of
368,392 Norwegians voted to end the
union, while only 184 voted against. Al-
though women did not have the right to
vote, about 250,000 Norwegian women
signed a petition that supported the
breakup. 

Friendly neighbours: The bonds be-
tween Norway and Sweden remained
strained for some years but today the re-
lationship is  close,  and fi l led with
friendly rivalry. The states have a lot in
common and cooperate closely.  As 
neighbours in the North, with similar
languages, and an intertwined history,
Norway and Sweden share a similar
world outlook. Both countries have
maintained a social democratic model of
society and a strong welfare system. Nor-
way and Sweden are each other’s largest
trading partners. Although the two coun-
tries have chosen somewhat different for-
eign policy orientations – Sweden is a EU
member, and Norway’s not; Norway’s a
NATO member, and Sweden is not – for-
eign policy co-operation is still extensive.
The two countries work closely together
in the United Nations, the Arctic Council
and the Nordic Council. 

A line can be drawn from the Karlstad
agreement in 1905 and the experience
with peaceful conflict resolution, to Nor-
way and Sweden’s engagement to pro-
mote peace and development around the
world today. In the last decade Norway
has been involved in peace mediation in
countries including Sri Lanka, Sudan, the
Middle East and Indonesia. History has
taught us that small nations can secure
peace, by promoting co-operation be-
tween nations and the rule of interna-
tional law. 

The Centennial Anniversary: The end of
the union in 1905 was an international
event. Norway was acknowledged by
other nations, and gained a voice of its
own. That year also marked the start of
the Norwegian foreign service. The cen-
tennial celebrations highlight modern
Norway and Norway’s relations with
other countries. In Canada, there are to-
day more than 350,000 people of Norwe-
gian descent. Most Norwegians who
came in the 1800s settled in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. Events are therefore
planned with these two provinces,  
as they also celebrate their centennial 
anniversaries in 2005. Visit www.emb-
norway.ca for information on events 
taking place  in Canada. 

Ingvard Havnen is Ambassador of Norway.

Norway’s gutsy fight for independence
By Ingvard Havnen 
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Diplo-Dates

April 28-May 10
Alberta Scene is presented by
the National Arts Centre,
showcasing hundreds of
established and emerging
Alberta artists who will be
performing at more than 95
events across the National
Capital Region.  Visit
www.albertascene.ca for tickets
and information. 

May 3
Poland’s National Day

May 5 -23
Canadian Tulip Festival: The
2005 edition of the Canadian
Tulip Festival commemorates
the 60th anniversary of the end
of Second World War and the
gift of tulips to Canadians with
the theme “A Celebration of

Peace and Friendship.” Visit
www.tulipfestival.ca or call the
Tulip Hotline: 1-800-66-TULIP or
(613) 567-4447. 

May 6
Watercan’s Embassy dinner

May 7 
Israel’s National Day

May 9
European Union’s Schuman Day

May 13
Brazilian Jazz, Canadian Accent
II is a concert presented by the
Embassy of Brazil at Library and
Archives Canada.  Admission is
free.  For information, visit
www.brasembottawa.org or call
(613) 237-1090, ext. 176. 

May 15
Paraguay’s Independence Day

May 17
Norway’s Constitution Day 

May 20
Cameroon’s National Day

May 22
Yemen’s National Day

May 24
Eritrea’s Independence Day 

May 25
Jordan’s National Day

May 25
Argentina’s May Revolution 

May 27
Third party conflict resolution
training for diplomats is being
offered by The Canadian
Institute for Conflict Resolution.

The five-day course begins
today.  For information, visit
visit www.cicr-icrc.ca or contact
Dominique Guindon, at  (613)
235-5800.

May 27-29

National Capital Race Weekend
has become an international
must for running enthusiasts.
This year’s Race Weekend will
offer nine races, including the
ING Ottawa Marathon and the
MDS Nordion 10K. Visit
www.ncm.ca for all the details.

May 28
Ethiopia’s Downfall of the
Dergue

June 1 
Samoa’s Independence Day

June 2 
Italy’s Anniversary of the
Foundation of the Republic 

June 4 
Tonga’s Independence Day 

June 6 
Sweden’s National Day

June 10
Portugal’s National Day

June 12
Philippines’ National Day

June 12
Russia’s National Day

June 13
United Kingdom’s Her Majesty
the Queen’s Birthday

June 17
Iceland’s Proclamation of the
Republic 

June18
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States’ OECS Day

June 23
Luxembourg’s Official
Celebration of the Birthday of
His Royal Highness Grand Duke
Henri 

June 23 – July 3
Ottawa International Jazz
Festival: Jazz fans can visit
www.ottawajazzfestival.com for
information.

June 25
Croatia’s National Day
Slovenia’s National Day
Mozambique’s Independence
Day

June 26
Madagascar’s Independence Day

June 30
Congo’s Democratic Republic
Independence Day

Have an upcoming event 
to list? Email us at 
info@diplomatonline.com with
the pertinent information. 

DIPLOMATICA|DATES OF INTEREST
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NORTHERN
PULL
the fragile North versus
the Northern frontier

DIPLOMAT EXAMINES THE ISSUES 

FACING CIRCUMPOLAR COUNTRIES

THROUGH THE EYES OF JACK ANAWAK ,

CANADA’S AMBASSADOR FOR 

CIRCUMPOLAR AFFAIRS,  EXPERTS 

AT THE ARCTIC UNIVERSITY AND 

NORTHERN CHAMPION GOVERNOR 

GENERAL ADRIENNE CLARKSON

WEB EXCLUSIVE Read retired Canadian diplomat Larry Dickenson’s high Arctic adventure travel log. Learn all the details

of last year’s Northern Tour from Chief of Protocol, Robert Collette. See the observations about the tour from heads of

mission who went last year. Find it all on our new website. See www.diplomatonline.com
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On the occasion of the Third Northern 
Research Forum Open Meeting
Yellowknife, September 15, 2004

Often, when we speak of the North, we
tend to focus on its fragility. We turn our
attention to the ways in which exploration
and development have endangered, and
still profoundly affect, the culture and sur-
vival of the aboriginal inhabitants.
We know, of course, that the Arctic
and the Antarctic have acted as the
“canary in a coalmine”, as changes
in the ozone layer or in the thick-
ness of glaciers have warned us
about the effects  of  manmade
change on the world’s climate.
Even where the human footprint
has often been small, it has been ex-
tremely heavy, and degradation
shows dramatically.

For Canadians, the North has a
compelling and mythical pull.
However, relatively few people ac-
tually get to the North and cer-
tainly very few beyond the Arctic
Circle. I have taken it as one of my
duties, as Governor General, to
point out how important the North
is to us, in practical terms but also
as it informs our national imagina-
tion. We strongly feel the spacious-
ness of our country as it stretches
right to the North Pole, past the
tundra and the ice flows, through
the ocean, all the way to that magic
magnet. We are learning to look 
beyond i t  to  our  c ircumpolar
neighbours.

Among northern nations, we
f a c e  a  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  m a y  b e
unique. Canada has always been a nation
of immigrants, initially Europeans who
came to settle, mostly in our southern
reaches, among the aboriginal peoples
who had long been here. In the last 40
years, Canada has opened itself to immi-
gration from Asia, from Africa, from the
whole world. As much as these prospec-
tive citizens admire our country, they
have little acquaintance with the North,

with the vast wilderness areas of Canada.
This is part of our challenge: communi-
cating the reality of Canada to over
200,000 immigrants per year…In com-
mon with their fellow citizens, who may
have been here for generations, their idea
of Canada becomes a greater thing if we
can capture their imaginations with an

understanding of our northern dimen-
sion. Then they will know better what
Canada means, and why we sing of “the
true North strong and free”.

Northern people are different; north-
ern people have a distinct perspective.
This is something that we can give to the
world….you have to understand that be-
hind it all is a leap of the imagination,
which Canadians share with our northern

neighbours. We need to understand and
e m p h a s i z e  t h i s  w i t h  o u r  c h i l d re n  
and grandchildren. The pull toward tech-
nology and commerce in the south is 
enormous; the tendency to ignore or
downgrade what is “up here” is strong. A
great part of our task is to make the
North more real, more compelling, for 

national populations that often
understand it in only the vaguest
of ways.

Address at the Stefánsson Memorial
Lecture
Akureyri, Iceland, October 13,
2003

We must do away with the
idea of the North as a frontier
and a barrier and something that
must be crossed, penetrated,
overcome, managed or subdued.
We have to finish with that logic
which leads to the marginaliza-
tion of the North and our push-
ing of the North to the periphery
of our imaginations. As Dr. Jim
McDonald, the anthropologist
from the University of Northern
British Columbia, and Arthur Er-
ickson, our pre-eminent archi-
tect…have said, we must live by
latitude and be joined to the peo-
ple who are on the same latitude
as we are.

This east-west pull along the
latitudes should be compelling
for us as circumpolar people.  …
We have explored with indige-
nous peoples of Russia and Fin-
land and with environmentalists,

artists, architects and educators of these
countries the possibility that we can
stretch our imaginations beyond the limi-
tations that we have had for so long.
Limitations imposed by a cavalier and, at
times, contemptuous attitude of some to-
wards the north and its meaning.

The need for revised and refreshed
thinking is apparent. For instance, while
remaining people of northern latitudes,

Making the North Real
As Canada’s governor general, Adrienne Clarkson and her husband John Ralston Saul have been outspoken
advocates for the North. Here, in her own words – excerpted from just some of the many speeches she has
given on this subject – are some of Madame Clarkson’s thoughts on the North.
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we in Canada have developed a fine wine
industry in our southernmost areas in Ni-
agara Peninsula and in microclimates in
the Okanagan area of British Columbia.
The Finns and the Icelanders can grow
hay at their latitudes because of the ef-
fects of the Gulf Stream. So our countries
are northern in different ways. Neverthe-
less, we share the North. We all end up in
the Arctic. As Karen Kraft-Sloan, a mem-
ber of [Canadian parliament], puts it, the
Arctic is our neighbourhood.

There are other realities that we are en-
countering as northern countries. We
know that there is the phenomenon of cli-
mate change that is starting to deeply af-
fect the north. We know that there are
natural resources in the North – gas, oil,
precious gems like diamonds – that are
becoming more and more accessible to in-
dustry. And we know that our indigenous
peoples have had their traditional ways
of life uprooted by the changes that are
occurring in the North.

So we have to take seriously what [the
explorer] Vílhjalmur Stefánsson knew
nearly a hundred years ago – that the
North needs not only to be respected, but
also to be a part of our total imagination
as people.

On the occasion of a doctor honoris causa
from St. Petersburg State Mining Institute
St. Petersburg, September 30, 2003

We have come to you to discuss what
the North means to both our countries be-
cause we share that North with you and
Russia accounts for 55 per cent of the
land and 80 per cent of the population of
the circumpolar North. Of the 11 cities of
over 200,000 inhabitants north of 60, 10
are in Russia. This we Canadians are
learning.

We feel that we have been very shaped
by our North even if a relatively small
percentage of our population gets to visit
or live there. That’s what we want to
know about you – how you’ve been
shaped by these human and physical
facts. And that is why it is a good thing to
think of the North – as our poet, Pierre
Morency says – “not on a compass but in
us.” It is a good thing to think about the
North when one is in St. Petersburg look-
ing out towards the West.

I believe in the dream of nature and
the North in our Canadian psyche. Our
‘vision of the imagination’ includes our
North, even if we have never gone there.
We know the North is there, just above
our heads on the map, but in our heads
imaginatively. It fulfills and describes that

archetypal image which all Canadians
have and which they respond to – or try
to deny. But denial of the North is a form
of self-contempt that is extremely puz-
zling and terribly depriving. We should
glory in our snow and cold. It has ren-
dered us into very hardy people who also
have a sense of including and looking af-
ter others. It is what helps to give the

Canadian spirit its life, its expression, its
uniqueness. Which is why we have come
to the Russian North, to explore our simi-
larities and learn from each other.

We’ve returned from Salekhard, where
modern and traditional ways of life inter-
act in ways that are sometimes very simi-
lar to what we have seen in Canada. The
North is not a place to be preserved and
insulated from the rest of society and
from modernity, as a kind of ethno-
graphic or anthropological museum.
There is wealth in natural resources in the
North, much of which lies in the ground
and must be extracted to be of industrial
use. This you know so well at this Insti-
tute, the repository of so much expertise
and knowledge of the physical makeup
of Russia, especially the North, and of
what lies beneath its soil and its waters.

Yet it seems desirable for the future of
our societies and of generations to follow
us that we cannot, nor should not, be in-
different to the lives and welfare of in-
digenous peoples and the health of the
natural habitat in the North. Canadians
and Russians are both blessed with lands

that are simply irreproducible in beauty
and life, and it would be to our enduring
shame if we despoiled this wantonly.

And doubly so if we today have in-
creasingly the technology available to re-
duce and control the negative impact of
large-scale industrial and extractive activ-
ities on the land and on its traditional
uses. It’s certainly within our imagination
– and within our reach – to practice a
form of economic and social intervention
in the North that involves the participa-
tion of the indigenous peoples – who, af-
ter all, have much more experience and
knowledge of preserving and sustaining
their habitat.

This, to me, is the new humanism of
the North – the dove-tailing of our vision
of the future with the possibilities that
technology can offer.

Closing address for the Northwest Territories
Symposium
Yellowknife, June 19, 2002
When I was going to public school in the
40s and 50s, we studied about native peo-
ple. We made wigwams out of wax paper
and painted them. We gathered cedar
from our cottages and put them inside
the wigwams as mattresses. And we
looked at examples of beading. We were
taken to the Museum of Man in Ottawa
to look at beading and skins and quill
work. But we never met a native person.
The underlying assumption was that this
was all historical and in the past. That
somehow the people who lived this way
and made these things didn’t exist any-
more. For myself, I can say that I didn’t
meet or know an aboriginal person until I
went to university and met Guy Brant of
the Six Nations. I was 18 by then.

So that was the kind of atmosphere
which perpetuated the idea that the
North was an empty land. That it was
waiting for exploitation from the south
and an infusion of capital. That all of this
was good for the North and good for the
country. What we didn’t realize then as
we should have was that, as the French
writer, André Sigfried, said: “Many coun-
tries – and they are to be envied – possess
in one direction or another a window
which opens out on to the infinite, on to
the potential future. ... The North is al-
ways there like a presence, it is the back-
ground of the picture, without which
Canada could not be Canadian.” That is
something that we must never forget.

Adrienne Clarkson is governor general of
Canada. 

I  BELIEVE IN THE DREAM OF

NATURE AND THE NORTH IN

OUR CANADIAN PSYCHE.  

OUR ‘VIS ION OF THE 

IMAGINATION’ INCLUDES

OUR NORTH, EVEN IF  WE

HAVE NEVER GONE THERE.

WE KNOW THE NORTH IS

THERE,  JUST ABOVE OUR

HEADS ON THE MAP,  BUT IN

OUR HEADS IMAGINATIVELY.  
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For most of the 20th century, the circum-
polar North was viewed not as a region
but as a critical military space, and in-

ternational co-operation across the region
was viewed as either unnecessary or unfeasi-
ble. Little thought was given to the people
who inhabited the North or the importance
and fragility of the circumpolar environment. 

The end of the Cold War, however, facil-
itated a new era for the circumpolar North.
During the Russian period of glasnost and
perestroika, as the relationship between
East and West warmed, President Mikhail
Gorbachev laid out a program for co-oper-
ation in a speech in Murmansk in 1987,
pledging his “profound and certain inter-
est in preventing the North of the planet,
its polar and sub-polar regions, and all
Northern countries from ever again be-
coming an arena of war.”

Gorbachev’s speech was a harbinger of
remarkable changes in the way the circum-
polar nations [Canada, Denmark (Green-
land), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia,
Sweden and the United States (Alaska)]
viewed their northern expanses and the
way they cooperated with each other to
achieve common goals in protecting and
preserving Arctic peoples and lands, thus
building a circumpolar region. 

The circumpolar nations’ first formal
measure was the Arctic Environmental Pro-
tection Strategy (AEPS) of 1991, manifested
in the Rovaniemi Declaration. The AEPS
led to environmental protection co-opera-
tion, and Canada later led the establish-
ment of the Arctic Council. 

These developments provoked serious
reflection by the Canadian government
about its own northern foreign policy. Fol-
lowing a series of consultations, discus-
sions and forums driven by Lloyd Axworthy,
Canada formally initiated the Northern Di-
mension of Foreign Policy (NDFP), now in its
fifth year. Its objectives include enhancing
security and prosperity, ensuring Canada’s
sovereignty in the North and promoting
the human security of northerners and the
sustainable development of the Arctic. 

As part of these wider objectives, one of
the priority areas of the NDFP is to help es-

tablish a University of the Arctic.
The University of the Arctic is an inter-

national network of universities, colleges,
research institutes and indigenous organi-
zations from the eight Arctic states. Fi-
nanced primarily by state funds, UArctic
was officially established in 2001, and
counts many priorities, including building
research and graduate networks, facilitat-
ing student exchanges, and providing 
undergraduate programming, while con-
sistently incorporating indigenous knowl-
edge and respecting northern community
needs and desires in its activities. 

Human security and sustainable devel-
opment for northern communities is a criti-
cal goal of government policy. This is not
only essential for the future of northern
communities, but also for Canada’s claim
to sovereignty in the Arctic, a goal that
should be of interest to all Canadians. 

Enhancing the human capacity of north-
ern communities is key to long term human
security and sustainable development. Ed-
ucation is the tool to make that happen.
Canada has three vibrant colleges in the
Arctic that, admirably and with limited re-
sources, provide critical educational op-
portunities to the residents they serve.
However, in contrast with the other seven
circumpolar nations, Canada does not
have a university north of 55°. 

It is no accident that among UArctic’s
six international offices, Foreign Affairs
Canada funds the office of undergraduate
studies located at the U of S campus in
Saskatoon, which manages delivery of the
Circumpolar Studies undergraduate program.
UArctic, as a consortium of university, col-
leges, and indigenous organizations, will
provide a unique vehicle for students who
live in the North to complete universities
degrees without leaving home. Although
in its infancy, UArctic has had more than
600 course enrolments in its Circumpolar
Studies program, with students coming
from regions including Nunavut, Yukon,
northern British Columbia, Greenland,
Russia, Finland, Norway and Iceland. 

This increased access to university edu-
cation means there will be more northern

residents with post-secondary education
able to participate effectively in building
government capacity, managing land
claims, and overseeing resource manage-
ment. Moreover, the educational capacity
of northern institutions is also increasing
through UArctic membership, as 85 per
cent of Circumpolar Studies papers have
been written by scholars resident in the
North, and more than 20 per cent of the
curriculum has been written by indigenous
scholars from the circumpolar North—a
feat unparalleled by virtually any other
post-secondary institution in Canada.

UArctic also serves to build a circumpo-
lar region and strengthen circumpolar co-
operation. While the network of more than
70 institutions and organizations has
clearly enhanced circumpolar relations
among educational institutions, UArctic
has done much more than that.

UArctic’s North2North student ex-
change program has had approximately
180 students participate — a huge number
for this region of the world. The future
contacts and networks that these students
will build will enhance understanding and
cooperation on a scale unprecedented in
the history of the circumpolar North.

A strong North means a strong Canada.
The eight Arctic states recognize that circum-
polar cooperation and nation-building go
hand in hand. In December 2004, the federal
and territorial governments announced the
development of the first-ever comprehen-
sive strategy for the North. As it articulates
the new Northern Strategy, Canada can no
longer afford to ignore either the economic
and strategic importance of the North or the
pressing social and environmental chal-
lenges of the region. Human security and ca-
pacity are vital to meeting these challenges.
The University of the Arctic, as a dimension
of Canada’s Northern foreign and domestic
policies, has an integral role to play in ensur-
ing a prosperous future. 

Greg Poelzer is dean of undergraduate stud-
ies and Heather Exner, is program assistant
in the office of undergraduate studies at the
University of the Arctic.

Ignore the North at Your Peril 
By Greg Poelzer and Heather Exner



The Government of Canada recently
announced it will work with north-
erners and northern government

partners to develop a comprehensive
strategy for the North. The Northern Strat-
egy articulates a number of principles,
most notably to “develop a common
long-term vision for the North and to
jointly identify the actions and initiatives
needed to achieve this vision.”

At first glance, this development may
seem out of place in the international con-
text. Not so, however, as integral to the
strategy are seven goals and objectives
that have an important international di-
mension. These are in addition to the spe-
cific aims of reinforcing sovereignty,
national security and circumpolar cooper-
ation—goals in which Foreign Affairs
Canada has a principal role. 

The impacts of globalization have a di-
rect effect on all Canadians and we recog-
nise that we must make the necessary
links between what we do domestically
and what we do internationally in order
to ensure our own security and prosper-
ity. With respect to the North, we have
made this link through The Northern Di-
mension of Canada’s Foreign Policy. Our ob-
jectives in carrying out this policy include:
enhancing the security and prosperity of
Canadians, especially northerners and
aboriginal peoples; ensuring the preser-
vation of Canada’s sovereignty in the
North; establishing the circumpolar re-
gion as a vibrant entity within the inter-
national system; and, promoting the
sustainable development of the Arctic. It
is clear that these objectives fit nicely with
those articulated by the Northern Strategy
and as such, The Northern Dimension of
Canada’s Foreign Policy will be the pri-
mary means by which Foreign Affairs
Canada plays a substantive role.

A further expression of this link be-
tween domest ic  and in ternat ional  
initiatives is Canada’s direct role in the
establishment of the Arctic Council. This
body, has contributed to better relations
with our circumpolar neighbours on
northern issues of common concern.

Canada’s support for the inclusion on the
council as “permanent participants” six
circumpolar northern aboriginal organi-
zations indicates our commitment to en-
suring those most directly affected by
national and international policies are in-
volved in the policy decision-making
process. 

The council has also initiated substan-
tial work on specific issues. At last No-
vember ’s meeting of Arctic Council
ministers, the council released a number
of reports and studies including the Arctic
Climate Impact Assessment, the Arctic Hu-
man Development Report and the Arctic Ma-
rine Strategic Plan.

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment
sets out scientific findings and policy ini-
tiatives on how to combat the effects of
climate change on the circumpolar Arctic.
Together, these lay down of challenges
that require new ways of thinking and
creative approaches and, most of all, co-
operation, to address them properly.

In addition to our work in multilateral
fora, we continue to pursue the important
bilateral relationships we have fostered
with our neighbours. Canada and Russia

recently agreed that reconstituting the
Arctic and north working group of the In-
tergovernmental Economic Commission
would be a good place to continue build-
ing our northern relationship. This work-
ing group, which comprises business,
NGOs, federal and provincial govern-
ments, and most importantly northerners,
will work to bring the issues to a  forum
to move the yard sticks along. 

Our relationship with EU member
states also holds considerable promise
particularly as their northern dimension
evolves over the coming year and a half,
culminating with Finland’s presidency of
the European Union in the second half of
2006. It is anticipated that a long- term vi-
sion for the EU’s activities in the Arctic
and North will be a priority. It is in
Canada’s interest to promote this vision
strongly, in the context of the northern di-
mension of our relations with the EU and
its member states.

The upcoming International Polar Year
in 2007-2008 is a great opportunity to
highlight progress in both physical and
social science knowledge across the cir-
cumpolar North and develop new part-
nerships to further this knowledge.
Canada is particularly interested in pro-
moting the social, cultural and human
health dimension of Arctic research and
actions to enhance the quality of life of
northerners.

There is a great deal of work ahead 
as we deal with the serious economic, 
environmental and social impacts – 
both threats and opportunities. Foreign 
Affairs Canada has a vital role to play,
within and beyond the Arctic Council, to
promote cooperation among circumpolar
states and peoples. We are guided by im-
portant principles: meeting our commit-
ments and taking a leadership role;
establishing partnerships within and be-
yond government; and maintaining on-
going dialogue, with all Canadians, but
especially northerners. 

Jack Anawak is Canada’s Ambassador for
Circumpolar Affairs. 
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Building Circumpolar Bridges
Economic, social and environmental challenges abound as Canada looks up, and ahead

By Jack Anawak

Jack Anawak, wearing his traditional seal vest,
says the Canadian government has a strategy 
to reinforce sovereignty, improve national security
and increase circumpolar cooperation in Canada's
North.
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For many Canadians, the North is a
source of profound fascination. Gen-
erations have been captivated by its

stark beauty, expansive spaces, and the
strength of its people and their traditions.
As a result, to this day, the region is often
viewed and interpreted through a roman-
ticized lens. As geographer Louis-Ed-
mond Hamelin once noted, “The North is
more than an area, it is a passion.” 

Despite this fascination, however, for
far too long northern issues have been
misunderstood, or worse neglected, by
the national polity. There can be no doubt
that Canada’s Arctic region is an area of
vast opportunity. Yet northern affairs and
the ambitions of northerners have rarely
occupied a role on the national stage
commensurate with the growing contri-
bution they make to our federation. This
must change. 

To that end, the prime minister joined
with the territorial first ministers in De-
cember to announce their intention to de-
velop a comprehensive strategy for the
economic and social development of
Canada’s Arctic region. The time has
come to work together to build a coher-
ent, reasoned and realistic vision of what
the North is and what it aspires to be – a
vision that identifies and acknowledges
the obstacles to progress and prosperity,
and systematically find ways to overcome
them. 

This Northern Strategy is to be broad-
based and holistic, addressing issues as
diverse as economic development, secu-
rity and the preservation of culture. It will
articulate clear principles, but it will
equally be rooted in concrete action.
Northerners do not need abstractions,
they need to see their governments work-
ing together to achieve tangible results in
the areas that affect their lives. Of course,
such a strategy must be the product of
broad and varied consultation. It must re-
flect the views and wishes of northerners
from all walks of life. This consultation
process is underway. 

Canada is not alone, however, as a

steward of the Arctic lands and seas. The
Northern Strategy must also explicitly rec-
ognize the importance of circumpolar co-
operation as a mechanism to promote
common prosperity and security. Work-
ing in isolation will not enable us to reach
our goals. Many of the challenges facing
northern residents, such as pollution and
transformative effects of global warming,
are not issues that any member of the
community of nations can address alone.
All partners must be engaged to achieve
the protection and stewardship of the
North’s unique and fragile ecosystem.
Development in the region has to be re-
sponsible, sustainable and responsive to
the needs all over, not just today, but into
the future. This is why the promotion of
sustainable development is one of our
overarching commitments to the circum-
polar world. 

The Arctic identity provides us a spe-
cial kinship and affinity. Efforts have been
underway for some time with our cir-

cumpolar partners to build on this foun-
dation for cooperation. Our commitment
in this respect finds clear and eloquent ar-
ticulation in the northern dimension of
Canada’s foreign policy and in our lead-
ership on bodies such as the Arctic Coun-
cil. The council, which Canada is proud
to have helped establish in 1996, provides
a critical voice for the interests of the
North – a voice that must continue to be
supported and strengthened. 

Beyond our participation in interna-
tional fora, Canada also works bilaterally
on issues of common economic, social
and environmental concern. Like all cir-
cumpolar nations, we recognize the pro-
found importance that a stable and
prosperous Russia has on the region. For
this reason, we will continue to nurture
the special relationship between our two
countries, collaborating on issues such as
environmental protection and economic
development. We will also provide sup-
port for indigenous people in the Russian
Arctic. 

In many respects the future of the Arc-
tic will belong to those who know the
Arctic best – those who have a solid grasp
of northern science and technology, as
well as a clear understanding and respect
for traditional knowledge. Through 
support for northern science and interna-
tional initiatives, such as the University of
the Arctic and International Polar Year
(2007), we will continue to promote the
learning, skills development and basic 
research that is often the prerequisite 
for sustainable economic and social de-
velopment. 

At the turn of the century, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier optimistically predicted that the
20th century would belong to Canada. As
we look at the horizon and the opportuni-
ties that lie ahead, it is not far-fetched to
suggest that the 21st may belong to the
North. I am confident that the Northern
Strategy will help to bring this to fruition. 

Andy Scott is Canada’s minister of Indian
affairs and northern development. 

NORTHERN AFFAIRS AND THE 

AMBITIONS OF NORTHERNERS HAVE

RARELY OCCUPIED A ROLE ON THE 

NATIONAL STAGE COMMENSURATE 

WITH THE GROWING CONTRIBUTION

THEY MAKE TO OUR FEDERATION. 

We Mustn’t Forget the North 
Northern affairs deserve more space on the national stage

By Andy Scott
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The 1847 disappearance of Sir John
Franklin and his Arctic expedition
marks a mysterious and confusing

chapter in the history of Canada’s north.
Curiously, 154 years later, Canada’s prime
minister and his boatman, Andy Scott,
minister of indian affairs and northern de-
velopment, seem no less lost – at least with
respect to their public policy bearings.

I begin with the observation that the
mythology of the North captivates Cana-
dians. The Arctic speaks to who we are,
or more properly put, to who we think
we are – rugged Canadians, stewards of
the North, benevolent guardians of its
people, protectors of its fragile environ-
ment and ultimately, the vigilant wardens
standing over its sovereignty. 

The truth is somewhat different. Since
1869, when Canada purchased the Hud-
son’s Bay Company and passed a statute
aptly called An Act for the Temporary Gov-
ernment of Rupert’s Land, our efforts to-
wards in the North have been temporary
and uncertain at best. Indeed, the only
politician since Sir John A. MacDonald,
who grasped the spiritual importance of
the North was John Diefenbaker. Regret-
tably, his “northern vision” lacked sub-
stance. Other initiatives, such Perrin
Beatty’s 1980s proposal for military en-
hancements including nuclear sub-
marines to patrol the North, have been
halting, intermittent and partial.

Since 2003, I have spoken often and
passionately about the need for a northern
vision. I too am captive to the romance of
the North. I listened with anticipation to
the 2004 Throne Speech which promised
to develop the “first ever comprehensive
strategy for the North.” A bold promise I
agree, but regrettably, a Liberal expedition
that is still seriously adrift.

The critical issues involve five areas:
• the need to assert Canadian sover-

eignty; 
• the need to delegate governance and

arrange revenue sharing so northerners
control their own futures; 

• the need to simplify the federal author-

ity that threatens economic develop-
ment in the North;

• the need for an effective environmental
plan, balancing ecological protection
with economic prosperity;

• the need to ensure that Canadians who
live in the 96 northern communities
have access to comparable standards of
health, education and economic oppor-
tunity. 
The Liberal government has applied

neither courage, nor vision, to achieving
these objectives. Consider the evidence.

The government has spoken of “na-
tional efforts to reinforce sovereignty” but
has been tepid in addressing any of the
following: 
• Denmark’s challenge to Hans Island
• the Yukon maritime boundary dispute

with the U.S.
• the continental shelf issue
• Canada’s sovereignty over the North-

west Passage
In fact, the Northern Strategy document

mentions only the last of these challenges. 
The government says it’s committed to

reforming the regulatory morass which it

has itself created. This is disingenuous. In
the past year, Minister Scott’s department
has been savaged by the Auditor General
and the independent Smart Regulation
Auditor. Both have identified the federal
regulatory “spider’s web” as a significant
barrier to economic progress for aborigi-
nal and non-aboriginal northerners. And
yet, the Northern Strategy addresses none
of the auditors’  recommendations. 

The situation with governance is more
confused than ever. The Auditor General
has criticized the government’s failure to
adequately fund and implement compre-
hensive land claim settlements it had ne-
gotiated in the north. 

Meaningful revenue sharing is also
stalled. For example, the government of
the Northwest Territories would today re-
ceive a paltry four cents for every dollar
of the estimated $22 billion in govern-
ment revenue flowing from a Mackenzie
Valley pipeline. And the federal govern-
ment promises to give northerners con-
trol over their own resources?

Canada has an opportunity to articu-
late a modern northern vision. Virtually
all Canadians want to see this happen.
Sadly, however, it will never happen un-
der the aegis of a moribund Liberal gov-
ernment besieged by scandal.

In my view as a Conservative, Canadi-
ans need to act with conviction and
courage. We must exercise federal jurisdic-
tional authority in the North and assert our
sovereignty to protect and advance the in-
terests of the Canadians who live there. We
must take immediate action to devolve
governance and resource-sharing authority
to the territorial, aboriginal and local gov-
ernments of the North, and we must work
with northerners to streamline the regula-
tory process and clarify the environmental
laws necessary to protect the fragile ecosys-
tem of this precious part of the world. 

As for Prime Minister Martin and
Andy Scott, well, they were last seen… 

Jim Prentice is the Conservative Party’s 
Indian affairs and northern development critic

Lost in the Canadian Arctic 
Where are the Prime Minister and Andy Scott? 

By Jim Prentice

THE GOVERNMENT SAYS IT ’S  COMMITTED

TO REFORMING THE REGULATORY

MORASS WHICH IT  HAS ITSELF CREATED.

THIS IS  DISINGENUOUS.
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Excerpted from Jennifer Welsh's address to
the Centre for International Governance and
Innovation given in Waterloo on April 5
2005. Visit www.diplomatonline.com for the
full text of the speech.

Reality should drive what Canada
does in its foreign policy, but what
reality do I see?

First and foremost, I see power. Call
the United States whatever you like – a
hyperpower, a hegemon, an empire – but
there is little doubt that we are living a
unipolar world, particularly when meas-
ured in military terms. Yet, it is also clear
that there are other emerging powers,
such as China, India, and Brazil, who are
already exerting their influence in ways
that affect Canadians. This, ladies and
gentlemen, is also reality. We need to en-
gage with those powerhouses not just in
economic ways, but also diplomatically
and politically. Countries like China and
India aren’t just markets to tap into; they
are the potential leaders of a future mul-
tilateral system. As such, we have an in-
terest in ensuring that in the decades
ahead, they are embedded into a global
governance structure that continues to
reflect Canadian interests and values.
In addition, I see limits to U.S. power. Fi-
nancially, the size of the U.S. economy
still allows it to dominate global invest-
ment flows and to sustain a very large
budget deficit. But the ‘degrees of free-
dom’ the U.S. has enjoyed are shrinking.
Today, U.S. debt is largely in the hands
of Asian central banks. It is the decisions
of these institutions about U.S. reserve
holdings, perhaps even more than the
statements of Mr. Greenspan that will
have the greatest effect on U.S. interest
rates.

Politically, the same point can be made.
Swiftly after 9/11, the United States
demonstrated its awesome military
power in Afghanistan. But could that mil-
itary prowess impose the political solu-
tion that the U.S. preferred? In a recent
meeting in Ottawa, the first finance min-
ister of post-Taliban Afghanistan, Ashraf
Ghani, declared that only the United Na-

tions – in the form of the Secretary Gen-
eral’s Special Representative – could 
create the conditions for a political settle-
ment. Only the UN – not the U.S. – had
that legitimating power. As we saw 18
months later, the very same is true in
Iraq. This, ladies and gentlemen, is also
reality. 

Secondly, as much as I might wish it
were otherwise, I don’t see a special rela-
tionship between Canada and the United
States. Indeed, I daresay that this is where
some of the realists might be dreaming?

Let me be clear: we have a unique and
deep relationship, built on more than two
centuries of close economic, security, and

personal ties. Canadians and Americans
intermingle constantly, both profession-
ally and personally, and we have built a
regional economy that has outstripped all
expectations in terms of trade expansion
and economic growth. This is good, and
something we should take greater pride
in as Canadians. Canada and the U.S. can
and must continue to pursue economic,
security, and political cooperation where
it makes sense for the citizens of both of
our countries. Canada should also con-
tinue to collaborate with the U.S. globally
on issues of joint concern. I say continue,
because it seems to me that some Canadi-
ans overlook that collaboration, or try to
argue that we have no values or interests
in common with the U.S. on the interna-
tional stage – something I strongly con-
test. Our values and priorities are not
identical, and nor are our means of pur-
suing them. But it shouldn’t be consid-
ered heresy to admit some overlap. 

Does this mean we are America’s best
friend, or that we have a ‘special relation-
ship’? I would suggest not. This isn’t a
normative statement: I’m not saying any-
thing about what we might want to have.
I’m simply questioning whether ‘best
friend’ is how the U.S. perceives and un-
derstands Canada today. 

In a post-September 11th world, in
which the U.S. feels under siege, its great-
est priority is to secure the American peo-
ple and the American way of life. The Al
Q’aeda attacks, in the words of Secretary
of State (Condoleezza) Rice, “crystallized
America’s vulnerability” and put the idea
of threat – even more than power – at the
forefront of the Bush Administration’s for-
eign policy. The strategies to secure Amer-
ica are new; they are in many ways
departing from the traditional alliances
that defined our world in the past. They
also involve reaching out to new “friends”
around the world, who share the same as-
sessment of the threat and have particular
assets at a particularly opportune moment.
Today, the U.S. is working through ad hoc
coalitions – of the willing, and of the capa-
ble – rather than long-term partnerships.
And, in Defense Secretary Rumsfeld’s
words, “the mission determines the coali-
tion, rather than the other way around.”

Rejecting the mantra of America’s best
friend is not to deny the very real links
that exist between the U.S. and Canada.
As I argued above, our economic interde-
pendence is substantial, and growing. But
it does mean that Canada should stop 
trying to claim, or to prove, that it is
“America’s best friend”. The very idea is
outdated, suggests John Herd, head of
Duke University’s Canadian Studies Pro-
gram: “There isn’t any special relation-
ship between the United States and
anybody, much less Canada. American
policy toward Canada pretty much con-
forms to American policy towards other
countries. It serves what the U.S. per-
ceives is in its national interests at any
particular time.”

Jennifer Welsh’s book, At Home in the
World, is published by HarperCollins.

America is not Canada’s OnlyFriend
Jennifer Welsh argues Canada can’t make up to the U.S. at the expense of all other relationships.

I ’M SIMPLY QUESTIONING

WHETHER ‘BEST FRIEND’ 

IS  HOW THE U.S.  PERCEIVES

AND UNDERSTANDS 

CANADA TODAY. 



HE SAID|DI SPATCHES

DIPLOMAT AND INTERNATIONAL CANADA 21

Excerpted from Derek Burney's Simon Reis-
man Lecture in International Trade Policy
given on March 14, 2005 in Ottawa. Visit
www.diplomatonline.com for the full text of
the speech.

Ibelieve from direct experience that the
relevance and effectiveness of Canada
in global affairs is never greater than

when its views are trusted and consid-
ered by the U.S. government and when
Canada is perceived by the rest of the
world as having such a special relation-
ship. That is not a position we enjoy 
today and, once lost, trust is not easily re-
gained. 

Be wary of nostrums on the virtues of
multilateralism. Canada is staunchly in
favour of all forms of multilateralism as
if the process was an end in itself rather
than the means to an end. We can pre-
tend that multilateralism will offset ex-
cessive dependence on the United States
but history has demonstrated that, with-
out U.S. commitment and involvement,
multilateralism has limited effect. That
is why, in years past, a major foreign
policy objective for Canada has been to
try to keep the United States actively en-
gaged in the multilateral system. And,
no matter how powerful American mili-
tary capability is, the U.S. still needs
support and cooperation from its friends
and allies. The need and the benefit are
mutual.

At a time when the United Nations
struggles for credibility, when NATO
searches for new relevance and when the
latest round of global trade negotiations
moves at glacial speed, this underlying
objective should be in the forefront. Ideas
about new global processes or new struc-
tures are one thing. Ideas that help galva-
nize stronger consensus on major issues
of concern are more certain to stimulate
results. 

The actual effect of any multilateral
process or institution ultimately depends
on the commitment and resolve of indi-
vidual participants. There is no magical
outcome or value from the process itself.
The goal is collective will, rising above

narrow, national interest or the lowest
common denominator of consensus. Not
by wish fulfillment, nor by assertions of
moral high-mindedness, but with less
sentiment and more substance. Less pre-
tence and more coherence.

Fundamentally, it is a choice between
engagement and irrelevance; between
tackling hard issues vital to our well-be-
ing or dancing on the periphery to the
global tune of the day. Critics may well
complain that by “getting closer” to the
United States we risk being associated
with policies on which we disagree and
appearing to the world as having no con-
victions of our own. This makes for

colourful cartoons, sloppy metaphors and
easy political game-playing, but a careful
examination of history would confirm
that the opposite is true. We do not have
to ‘go along in order to get along.’ Quite
the contrary, by building respect through
constructive engagement, we also de-
velop a credible platform from which
contrary views will receive a fair hearing.
(South Africa, Star Wars, and Haiti come
to mind as examples where this hap-
pened more than a decade ago.)

We have every right and good reason
to be concerned about what the U.S. will
do, unilaterally or otherwise, with its
massive military power. But, if we hope
to influence the U.S. on decisions of that
kind, we need to have something sensible
to say. And, if we expect to be heard, we
need to be systematically engaged. It may
not be popular on the home front, which
is probably why it is often avoided, but
popularity should not be the best meas-

ure of influence or effectiveness in foreign
policy.

The luxury of our geographic proxim-
ity to the U.S. works to our advantage
without much effort on our part. Would it
not be better for us to seek to shape this
inevitable trend in a manner more-suited
to our interests and our values and in a
way that enables us to make a more credi-
ble contribution to global affairs?

We value our involvement in annual
G-8 summitry, as well we should, since
we are clearly the smallest power at the
summit table. But I suspect that this is 
really a mixed blessing, one that also 
supports the “Let’s Pretend” thesis of
contemporary Canadian foreign policy. It
leads us to believe that we are more sig-
nificant in world affairs than we really
are. It gives the impression of involve-
ment without the requirement of tangible
contributions.

Team Canada trade junkets also give
the illusion of focus or strategy without
the benefit. They have more than outlived
their limited utility and are no substitute
for the analysis and negotiating effort
needed to address obstacles to market ac-
cess affecting Canadian exporters. (The
most recent junket to Washington was cer-
tainly ill-timed.) Our objectives in trade
policy need to reflect genuine Canadian
aspirations and not be manufactured, like
instant meals, to provide a convenient
press release for a sudden prime ministe-
rial or ministerial visit. In consultations
among key trade negotiators, we have
been replaced by Australia. Over the past
five or six years we have initiated a flurry
of free trade negotiations, but concluded
none. What are our priorities and why are
there no results? Regrettably, our trade
policy actions have become as obscure as
our foreign policy objectives. Changing
the labels and rearranging the desks in
this building behind separate lines of au-
thority will not facilitate much in the way
of achievement or clarity.

Derek Burney’s book “Getting It Done”,
published by McGill-Queen’s University
Press, comes out in June.

Canada Needs U.S. Approval
Derek Burney offers his unapologetic pro-U.S. views in his 2005 Simon Reisman Lecture. 
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t  has been one year since that
cheerful day in May when Western
European leaders reached out their
hands to pull their poor cousins to
the east aboard the Good Ship Eu-
rope. The family that had perfected
the art of feuding seemed ready to
sail into a bright future.

The European Union today however
may seem more like a rudderless ship
than a reunited family. This ship of states
has endured endless debates on how to
sail it. And all the while, around the gun-
wales, castaways have been complicating
matters by trying to clamber on board.

The first of many challenges is the
EU’s new constitutional treaty, the docu-
ment that is supposed to outline how the
EU will work now that it has expanded
from 15 nations to 25. While the leaders
of all the 25 EU countries signed the
treaty at an October ceremony in Rome,
each country must ratify the treaty before
it comes into full effect. For some, ratifica-
tion will only require a parliamentary
majority, but for others it will mean a na-
tional referendum.

Critics have claimed the treaty is too
long and its language too cumbersome
for a national vote. The document was in-
tended to reduce the notorious demo-
cratic deficit between the EU and the
people of Europe. The treaty’s more than
500 pages of legal mumbo jumbo how-
ever have only succeeded in making the
EU even more abstract than it was before. 

Slovenia, Hungary and Lithuania have
already ratified the document, but 22
countries remain undeclared. Spain has
been the only country to hold a referen-
dum so far. Its vote Feb. 20 secured a yes
with 77 per cent supporting the treaty
compared to 17 per cent against. But
turnout on voting day was only 42 per
cent.

In the nine countries that have yet to
hold national referendums (France, Den-
mark, Poland, Britain, Portugal, Ireland,

The Netherlands, Luxembourg and the
Czech Republic) there is the real possibil-
ity the democratic malaise will lead to a
no vote, with the most likely pessimists
being Britain, Denmark and France. 

Days after President Jacques Chirac
announced that France’s referendum
would be held May 29; hundreds of thou-

sands of people took to the streets for
three days of protests. The gripes were
domestic in nature: postal workers, rail
workers and teachers want better pay
and increased resources and all want to
keep the current 35-hour work week. But
European observers fear a growing un-
popularity with the Chirac government
could sink the yes vote.

Britain, however, is where the greatest
fears lie. Prime Minister Tony Blair has
promised to hold a referendum after the
general election, expected in early May.
Should Mr. Blair remain prime minister,
as is expected, he will be in his third term
with his ability to sway the public greatly
diminished.

There is growing domestic disappoint-
ment with Mr. Blair after the flawed intel-
ligence that justified Britain’s part in the
Iraq war. This, combined with failures to
reform public services, may leave Britons,
perhaps the most euro-skeptic of Euro-
peans, unwilling to trust their prime min-
ister’s word that he knows best. If even
one country rejects the treaty then the
whole of Europe could be thrown into a
crisis that could last years.

The unanimous acceptance of the
treaty is but one of the challenges facing
the newly expanded union. The other
centres on identity. What is a European?
How far should the European Union ex-
pand? Where are its natural borders?
What are its core identities? There are
many answers to these questions depend-
ing on who one asks. Some suggest there
is no common identity at all.

“Just as the Soviet empire tried to cre-
ate a Soviet Man, so too are proponents of
the EU trying to create the idea of a Euro-
pean Man,” says Robert Oulds, who runs
the euro-skeptic think tank The Bruges
Group. “The idea of Europe as a unified
cultural force is a fantasy dreamed up by
people who want to create a counter-
weight to the United States.” 

The debate over European identity has
always existed to one degree or another
but now that Europe’s “natural family”
has been reunited and there is serious talk
of letting in “outsiders” such as Turkey
and Croatia the debate has been reignited
in earnest. 

Before moves towards further expan-
sion had even begun Europeans were
asking: How much does a Swede have in
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Where Goes the Neighbourhood?
The “old” EU ponders new members and wannabes
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common with a Spaniard, an Irishman
with Lithuanian? Now a great many Eu-
ropeans are asking what do any of them
have in common with Turkey.

Most of Turkey’s 72 million people are
Muslim and inside its borders there is po-
litical conflict with the Kurd minority in
the east. Geographically, the only EU
country Turkey shares a border with is
Greece, and only just. To allow Turkey
into the union would be to admit the only
non-Christian country to the club and
would push the borders of the EU up
against Iraq, Iran and Syria. The cultural,
religious and geographical implications
of Turkey’s membership threaten to di-
vide European opinion.

Valery Giscard d’Estaing, the former
French president and the man who over-
saw the drafting of the constitutional
treaty, told Le Monde that people who
would welcome Turkey in were “the ad-
versaries of the European Union” and
Turkey’s membership would mean “the
end of Europe.” He argued that because
Turkey’s capital is not in Europe and 95
per cent of its population lives outside
Europe, it is not a European country.

That argument resonated with French
public opinion, forcing President Chirac
to announce that when Turkey had
eventually met the criteria for member-
ship, the French people would decide in
a referendum whether Turkey could

join. No other countries have announced
similar  referendums yet ,  but  with
Turkey’s accession possibly 10 to 20
years away, there’s much time for things
to change.

“Turkey’s membership would be a
good thing for the EU,” says Katinka
Baryseh, chief economist for the pro-EU
think tank the Centre for European Re-
form. “The EU that some are trying to
protect – a unified, homogenized Catholic
club – no longer exists. France itself has
five million Muslims alone.

“Geographically Turkey is outside Eu-
rope but politically and culturally it is be-
coming more and more European all the
time. And what many forget to mention is
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that if we do not sort out our economic
and political problems, Turkey may not
want to join and that would be a great
loss to the union,” says Ms. Baryseh.

The great allure of the European
Union for prospective members has been
access to its massive market and the EU
subsidies that come with it. Membership
is seen as a pre-requisite to economic sta-
bility and growth. Since last year’s ex-
pansion, countries such as Poland, the
Czech Republic and Hungary have done
remarkably well.

In the first nine months after expan-
sion, Poland’s exports rose by more than
30 per cent and tourism jumped by 20
per cent. The success story has a great
deal to do with the low cost of labour in
“New Europe,” which is far below those
of neighbouring countries such as Ger-
many and France.

“The main problem is that German
labour is too expensive and their labour
market is too strict,” says Ms. Baryseh.
The heavily regulated and expensive
labour markets of Germany and France
have had trouble competing with much
cheaper manufacturing labour markets
now avai lab le  in  the  new Eastern  
European economies of Poland and
Hungary. 

Unemployment in Germany is cur-
rently over five million or 12.6 per cent,
the highest since the Great Depression,
and France is not doing much better.
Manufacturing jobs are flowing out of
Germany and France as these countries
try to come to grips with the shock of
abundant, cheap labour now available
from the newly joined Eastern European
member states. The situation could get a
great deal worse if the service industry is
similarly liberalized.

At present about 70 per cent of jobs in
the EU are in the service sector, but un-
like the free movement of manufacturing
jobs, strong barriers prevent the service
sector from tapping into new markets
outside their own country. This has pre-
vented some of the bigger EU economies
from being able to farm out their ac-
counting and legal needs on the cheap,
across a permeable border.

A recent proposal from the EU Com-
mission to liberalize the service sector
was scuppered by France and Germany
who are desperate to keep all remaining
jobs at home.

But how long can these two countries
hold out? When the constitutional treaty
is sorted out, Germany and France will
have less influence in the EU decision-

making process and liberalization would
be easier to push through against their
will.

One year after the EU’s biggest expan-
sion, the search for unity continues yet
still new members seek to join enthusias-
tically as existing members want to ex-
pand the union. The internal difficulties

are seen as details that will be sorted out
in time. The rewards for success have
been peace and prosperity in Europe and
beyond. So far the quibbling seems
worth the effort.

Peter Zimonjic is a Canadian writer who
makes his home in London. 

DI SPATCHES|THE EU’S GROWING PAINS

MAY—JUNE 200524

A BIGGER EU BY THE NUMBERS

REAL GDP 

GROWTH RATE 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

( IN PER CENT) 

EU 15 countries 1.7 1.0 0.8 2.2 2.2 

Czech Republic 2.6 1.5 3.7 4.0 3.8 

Estonia 6.4 7.2 5.1 5.9 6.0 

Cyprus 4.1 2.1 1.9 3.7 3.9 

Latvia 8.0 6.4 7.5 8.5 N/A

Lithuania 6.4 6.8 9.7 6.7 6.4 

Hungary 3.8 3.5 3.0 4.0 3.7 

Malta -1.7 2.2 -1.8 1.5 1.5 

Poland 1.0 1.4 3.8 5.3 4.9 

Slovenia 2.7 3.3 2.5 4.6 3.6

Slovakia 3.8 4.6 4.5 5.5 4.5 

Euripides Evriviades, 
High Commissioner for Cyprus
1.  Strategically, EU membership was the
single most important event since Cyprus’
independence in 1960. Accession paved the
way for economic improvement, enhanced
world stature, and offered greater chal-
lenges and opportunities but, above all,
gave us security and stability. Unfortunately,
Cyprus’ EU accession was tempered by the
reality that we had to enter as a divided
country. 
2. EU membership has brought social policy
in line with the Acquis Communautaire and
has given greater emphasis to environmen-
tal issues and improving safety and quality
standards. Challenges include meeting EU
commitments for tax reform, adjusting to
the highly competitive business environ-
ment, and preparing for pressure on do-
mestic business. 

3. The overall economic impact of EU mem-
bership is more than positive. It lets Cyprus
share in the growth and development of
the EU economy. It also attracts investment
in areas in which Cyprus possesses compara-
tive advantages, thus accelerating the
transformation of Cyprus into a regional
business centre. 

Pavel Vosalik, 
Ambassador of the Czech Republic
1. It’s not so long since we became mem-
bers and we were working years and years
to prepare the country. In order to join the
EU, we had to reach some level of develop-
ment in the social, judicial, educational and
economic systems. May 1st represented the
closing of that chapter. The changes moved
us closer to the other EU countries.
2. I think it’s too early to say if there are ad-
vantages or disadvantages. The population

THE EU:  MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES

It’s been one year since the EU welcomed 10 new states into its club. We thought it was
time to check in with the neophytes to find out how things have gone. Here’s what we
asked them: 
1. How has your country changed since it became a member of the EU in 2004?
2. What advantages and disadvantages has membership brought?
3. What economic impact has membership had?

N/A:  NOT AVAILABLE SOURCE: EUROSTAT



is still learning to live as a member state of
the EU. 
3. I feel quite comfortable to say that noth-
ing dramatic has happened. The economic
outlook is positive but that’s not because of
one year of membership, it’s more a result
of what we had to go through to join the
EU. This has been a very positive experience
from the beginning of our negotiations
with Brussels. 

Denes Tomaj, Ambassador of Hungary
1. EU-membership brings rights and obliga-
tions. The most important right gained is a
voice in the decision-making process, by
having equal votes in the European institu-
tions. This new situation has important po-
litical implications. Hungary has became a
“policy-maker”, able to influence its future
development. 
2. The main advantage is that Hungary has
found the place in a community of stability,
democracy, security and prosperity, which
might determine its future for centuries.
Hungary now enjoys free movement of
labour, goods, services and capital so there
is easy access to the enlarged European
markets with 450 million consumers. For
disadvantages, some have false fear of 
losing identity and some entrepreneurs 
feel discomfort about the increased compe-
tition. 
3. Some general macro-economic benefits
have been felt. GDP growth rate, industrial
output, and export dynamics have been
positively affected. There was a significant
inflow of EU funds for environment protec-
tion, education, research, farmers and
SMEs. 

Atis Sjanits, Ambassador of Latvia
1. In May, Latvia celebrates its first anniver-
sary as a full member state of the European
Union and the NATO Alliance. This is the
date that bridges at last the divide that had
split our continent ever since the end of the
Second World War. 
2.  For Latvia,  accession signified the 
final, concluding chapter of a tragedy that 
began in 1939, when Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Union secretly agreed to divide
Central and Eastern Europe amongst them-
selves.
3. The newest member states still  lag 
behind and this is the case in Latvia, which
is close to last place in terms of average in-
come. Latvia’s per capita income level is still
less than half the EU average. In turn, the
EU’s new member states, where wages are
generally lower, but growth rates are high,
might provide the needed stimulus for 
Europe to increase its competitiveness. 

Siguté Jakstonyté, 
Ambassador of Lithuania
1. Preparation for EU membership con-
tributed to the growth and strength of the
Lithuanian economy and was a stimulus for
transformation into a democratic society.
EU membership has also helped create con-
ditions for economic well-being and politi-
cal stabil ity.  Now, our main aim is to
maintain our current achievements.
2. EU membership brought added security
and stability to our country. Membership
has also brought greater stability and pre-
dictability to our business environment and
its legal regulations. Upon joining the EU,
Lithuania became part of the EU market,
which has 450 million consumers. 

3. Lithuania has become a dynamic, rapidly
growing economy. Today, we reap the ben-
efits of our miraculous economic achieve-
ments: GDP grew 9.7 per cent in 2003 and
6.7 per cent in 2004. Booming exports, a
low inflation rate, a rock-steady currency,
shrinking unemployment and a low budget
deficit indicate the Lithuanian economy’s
health.

John Lowell, High Commissioner for Malta
1. The big change for a small island country
like Malta is that we’ve opened borders
with 24 countries. That means our children
and grandchildren can move freely to those
countries to visit or work. 
2. Security is a big advantage. Malta has
been conquered or ruled by everyone un-
der the sun. Now that we are part of the
EU, we no longer have fears of being ruled.
Eventually, even the euro will help us but,

in the short term, life in Malta will become
more expensive so that is a disadvantage.
3. Economically, this is a plus for us. There
will be more free trade for us and EU mem-
bership will give Malta a bigger stake in the
international trade system. 

Piotr Ogrodzinski, Ambassador of Poland
1. Our membership has become a tangible
stimulus of Poland’s development. Life for
our farmers – the group that expressed the
most concerns about Poland’s EU member-
ship – has improved. EU membership has
also transformed the Polish political scene,
affecting our foreign policy. 
2. Joining the EU was a great challenge for
the state administration and the Polish
business community. The prospect has
forced structural changes aimed at greater
effectiveness. Removing technical and phys-
ical barriers between member countries has
resulted in a surge of trade turnover with
EU countries. The farmers were first to feel
the benefits of EU financial aid. A notice-
able increase in prices of agricultural prod-
ucts immediately after accession is the most
noted disadvantage. 
3. For Poland, helping coordinate the EU
economic policy is of great significance as it
allows a chance to adopt an appropriate 
direction of its development. Thanks to 
participation in this process domestically,
economic policy becomes more predictable
and stable. 

Veronika Stabej, Ambassador of Slovenia 
1. Slovenia has not changed much since it
became EU member. Always part of Europe,
the accession only formally confirmed
Slovenia’s status. So far, the EU entry hasn’t
changed daily life. People mostly noticed
there was no longer customs control on
Slovenia’s borders with EU members. The
turning point will arguably be the introduc-
tion of the euro in 2007.
2. The biggest advantage is unlimited 
access to the common market, free flow 
of capital, people and goods. Slovenian
language, spoken only by two million peo-
ple, has become an official language of
EU, which is good for national identity. We
are proud that Slovenia becomes the first
newcomer to preside over the EU – in
2007.
3. In 2004, the Slovenian economy achieved
the fastest growth rate over the past four
years (4.6 per cent) and domestic and for-
eign demand has increased. The EU entrance
impacted the regional trade structure. 

The embassies of Estonia and Slovakia did
not participate.
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Getting it Done
By Derek Burney
McGill-Queen’s University Press
Montreal, 2005  $39.95

Derek Burney’s book fills a gaping
void. The precipitous collapse of
the Progressive Conservatives in

1993 and the withering, even irrational,
animosity the former prime minister
evoked in many Canadians left few peo-
ple standing who were willing and able to
tell the story of the Mulroney years. Be-
yond the boss himself, no one is better
qualified to discuss those years from the
inside than Derek Burney. Former chief of
staff to the prime minister, ambassador to
Washington and G-7 “sherpa”, Burney
served at the pinnacle of Canadian diplo-
macy at a time when Canada had sub-
stantial influence on issues as diverse as
apartheid in South Africa and American
policy in the Gulf and when we racked up
significant accomplishments, including
agreements with the U.S. on free trade
and acid rain. As history, the book is a
compelling account, especially of the Mul-
roney era, told with wit, insight and, at
times,  devastating honesty and un-
abashed partisanship. As policy prescrip-
t ion,  the book gives advice born of
experience, albeit with some of the in-
evitable rear-view-mirror-driving disad-
vantages of memoirs that look forward as
well as backward.

Caveat emptor: My career in External
Affairs followed that of Derek Burney by
only a couple of years. I am one of many
ex-colleagues who have the greatest re-
spect for his competence. He, like contem-
poraries such as Glenn Shortliffe and Don
Campbell, arrived in “External” in the
early 60s just as Canada was giving itself
a flag of its own. He was part of a made-
in-Canada generation, tough-minded,
self-confident and savvy, even a little
ruthless, neither to the manor nor to the
manse born, contemptuous of the fake
Oxford accents and Ivy League precious-
ness that many predecessors had culti-
vated. His success in navigating from
public service to politics to business was
as gutsy as it was extraordinary, despite
how simple his book makes it seem.

Burney’s account of the roller coaster-
like free trade negotiations rings espe-

cially true. From the
10-10 tie in the U.S.
Senate ,  a lmost  los t  
because a senator sent
the administration a
m e s s a g e  o n  S o v i e t
slave labour,  to the
choice of the U.S. rep-
resentative, a textiles
n e g o t i a t o r  u n c o n -

nected to the White House, the disparity
of interest on the Canadian and American
sides was stark. The crunch issues were
clear from the beginning, namely trade
remedy and dispute  set t lement  for
Canada and investment access for the
United States, but agreement was elusive
because, as Burney asserts, free trade with
Canada was just not a priority for Ameri-
cans. The talks were salvaged by last-
minute American acquiescence on dispute
settlement even as Prime Minister Mul-
roney was preparing to tell Canadians the
talks had failed. Burney personally led the
final leg of this politically death-defying
ride, flanked by two ministers, an exceed-
ingly rare line-up in public service. In fact,
Canada’s first team of officials, Burney, Si-
mon Reisman, Allan Gotlieb and Camp-
bell, was as good as Canada ever iced,
including in the country’s diplomatic
golden age. 

Running the Prime Minister’s office is
one of the most difficult jobs in govern-
ment and Burney’s observations are 
timeless, whichever party is in charge.
”Agenda and message control” were vital
i f  not  always achieved.  “The major
task…is to focus the Prime Minister’s time
and … to ensure consistency between the
message and the delivery of government
action.” Burney concludes that “the people
who get you elected are not necessarily the
best to help you govern”. Prime Minister
Mulroney gave Burney carte blanche to
make his office effective. The Prime Minis-
ter looked after cabinet and caucus exercis-
ing leadership skills to maintain balance,
commitment and direction, his “most un-
heralded achievement” that saw him
through scandals, plummeting polls and
national unity crises. 

The book rewards the reader with
acute insights into national character and
human nature. His sketch of Japan is ex-
ceptional, a country he portrays as “(e)asy

Burney’s prescription is not a good fit
for today’s Washington
By Paul Heinbecker
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to respect (and) hard to admire”, which,
apart from its American alliance, “is very
much alone in the world and has little
stature of consequence in any interna-
tional association other than the G-8,” a
Bonsai tree, “carefully cultivated but
tightly controlled …its growth stunted to
an unnatural degree.” The Koreans, by
contrast, were “rugged, in-your-face di-
rect”, for whom “accommodation was not
a strong . . . suit.” Closer to home, “the
Americans are singularly powerful, –
number one in many ways. They know it
and act accordingly. Canadians know that
they are not number one and, in that
sense alone, are very unlike Americans.
But Canadians also seem less certain
about what or who they are, other than
‘not American.’” On people, if he could
not say something nice, he usually said
nothing at all, with a few intriguing ex-
ceptions, notably regarding former trade
minister Pat Carney (“erratic”), U.S. trade
negotiator Peter Murphy (“not much vi-
sion and even less clout”) and U.S. secre-
tary of the treasury James Baker (“Texas
crude”). Nor was he sparing of former
prime minister Pierre Trudeau whose for-
eign policy, especially the abortive “peace
mission”, he rightly saw as dilatantish.

As prime minister, Mulroney put a pre-
mium on good and civil relations with
Washington and it, undoubtedly, paid
dividends, including with third parties.
Burney’s stress on the importance of simi-
lar engagement now is less persuasive be-
cause that Washington, regrettably,
scarcely exists anymore. He argues “we
can decide to either harness advantage
from our proximity or seek to distance
and differentiate ourselves from the
United States.” In fact, we can do both.
We can recognize Americans’ sense of 
vulnerability and protect our backdoor
through their defences, preserving our
economic access as a by-product of help-
ing them. But, it is also realism and ele-
mentary self-interest, not misguided soft
power, to differentiate ourselves from an
American regime that is near universally
loathed and feared for its aggressive use
of hard power, the religiousity of its poli-
cies, its double standards and its excep-
tionalism. While “agreements based on
the rule of law constitute the best antidote
to the power imbalance” as Burney
rightly argues, what are Canadians to 
do when their superpower neighbour 
becomes contemptuous of the interna-
t iona l  law that  Wi lson ,  Rooseve l t ,
Kennedy and George H. W. Bush helped
to create? Nor is it (Continues on page 39)
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Rollercoaster: My Hectic Years as Jean
Chrétien’s Diplomatic Advisor, 1994-1998
By James Bartleman
McClelland & Stewart Ltd.
Toronto, 2005  $37.99

Rollercoaster recounts how well one is
fed when travelling abroad as part
of the prime minister’s entourage.

The Queen, for instance, offers couronne
de tomate à l’homard and suprême de volaille
Edouard VII. French President Jacques
Chirac serves up rouget farci au pistou, and
gigot. And when he was in the White
House, Bill Clinton favours maple-cured
salmon with fiddlehead ferns, and herb-
crusted lamb with artichokes.

What exquisite care James Bartleman
takes in explaining the finer points of
high-level dining while he was foreign
policy advisor to Jean Chrétien from 1994
to 1998. And what a disappointment he
doesn’t exude the same meticulous love
of detail when discussing some of the for-
eign policy decisions he helped Chrétien
make during that same period.

As one example of disappointing
vagueness, Bartleman seems unable to ex-
plain Canada’s inaction on the Rwandan
genocide. He speaks of the “failure of the
international community” as if Canada
were not part of it, and reverts to the third-
person “there was even reluctance to call
the butchery ‘genocide’” without explain-
ing why Canada didn’t utter the word. He
says the Canadian government didn’t
have any idea that Major-General Romeo
Dallaire was battling for UN authority to
head off the slaughter, without explaining
why we were so breathtakingly ignorant
of the plight of our own officer. Bartleman

writes that Dallaire’s
“own country could
have done more” but
never explains what
that “more” entailed,
and why we didn’t
pursue it. If one is go-
ing to “demystify the
operations of govern-
ment and learn lessons

from our foreign policy successes and fail-
ures,” as Bartleman promises in his fore-
word, soul-searching over this catastrophe
would have been a good start.

It may be that the author was ashamed,
as many Canadians are, of our passivity
during the Rwandan bloodbath; he does
admit to having trouble looking Dallaire
in the eye later. Yet simple political avoid-
ance was probably at work over Rwanda.
The clue comes in a snapshot of another
genocide-related challenge: a call from
the U.S. Secretary of State to see if Canada
would be willing to place Pol Pot on trial
in this country for abuses during the
Khmer Rouge rein in Cambodia. Bartle-
man decided to recommend against a
trial on Canadian soil, because the en-
abling legislation was untested and it was
possible Pol Pot might get off on a techni-
cal hitch. In other words, fearing possible
embarrassment, the Canadian govern-
ment refused to try a man broadly viewed
as one of the worst butchers on the
planet. Apparently, it all turned out OK,
though: Pol Pot died of illness soon after
– thus justifying Canada’s cravenness.
Now, please pass the pâté.

From this you may think I find nothing
redeeming in Bartleman’s book. Not so;
he does better in other areas of foreign

policy, and his writing is clear and often
entertaining. The chapter devoted to the
turbot war with Spain offers a briny taste
of just how ad hoc foreign policy deci-
sions can sometimes be, and includes a
delightful description of Fisheries Minis-
ter Brian Tobin at his famous East River
press conference displaying “the bathos
of an over-acting diva in a bad 18th-cen-
tury Italian opera.” Bartleman can be bit-
ing and concise when he wishes.

His entries on Chrétien’s unsuccessful
attempts to help democratize Cuba are
also revealing, and give the former prime
minister more credit for supporting hu-
man rights than the media often do. Other
conclusions the author drew in four years
of advising the prime minister? Clinton
was the brightest leader, but Chrétien
“had far more common sense.” French
prime minister Edouard Balladur was “an
insufferable snob.” And Chrétien was set
up by the family of accused terrorist
Ahmed Said Khadr, which asked him to
intervene with Benazir Bhutto when
Khadr was arrested in Pakistan (even so,
the prime minister did not pressure Pak-
istan for favours, the author stresses).

But always there are those menus. In
Russia, for instance, one braved offerings
of caviar, pickled eels, borscht, wild boar,
pheasant, venison and fine Crimean
wines. Did the decision-making match
the quality and adventure of the cuisine?
Sometimes. But not always.

Christina Spencer, former editorial pages 
editor of the Ottawa Citizen, won a 2004 Cana-
dian-Association of Journalists-CIDA fellowship 
for Africa. She is completing an MA in 
international affairs at Carleton University.

Less caviar and more meat, please
By Christina Spencer
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AUSTRIA’S ANNIVERSARIES|DELIGHTS

2005 is a truly significant year for we
Austrians. We are celebrating many
important anniversaries: 50 years

ago the then-Austrian Foreign Minister
Leopold Figl and the foreign ministers of
the four Allied powers signed the State
Treaty, restoring full state sovereignty to
the republic of Austria. At the same time,
Austria became a member of the United
Nations; 10 years ago, Austria joined the
European Union. 

But the anniversary that is most im-
portant for us here in Ottawa is this: 150
years ago the first Austrian diplomatic
post was opened on Canadian soil. 

In August 1855,  the Emperor ap-
pointed William Cunard, son of the fa-
mous founder of the Cunard Steamship
Company serving the Liverpool-North
America route, as Imperial Honorary
Austrian Consul in Halifax. Canada, at
that time, was known in Vienna as the
“English Dominion on the Northern
Coast of America”.

The Habsburg Empire is no more, but
Austria still maintains a consular post in
Halifax. In fact, the consulate has recently
been upgraded to a consulate general to
underline its increased importance. The
current head is not an English shipping
tycoon but a successful local businessman
with roots in Central Europe. 

Since the establishment of the first Aus-
trian consular post tens of thousands of
Austrians have settled in Canada. They

not only brought their skills and determi-
nation to their new home but also their ex-
perience of having lived in a multinational
and multilingual environment. For them,
diversity and multiculturalism was noth-
ing to be afraid of. Instead, they viewed it
as life-enriching and stimulating. 

Austria has not only provided Canada
with industrious and skilled emigrants
like composer Agnes Grossmann, the

Bentley family and Frank Stronach, to
name just a few, has also has been instru-
mental in bringing tulips to Ottawa. Sur-
prising? Here’s the story. Approximately
450 years ago, in the mid-1500s, Ambas-
sador Ogier G. de Busbecq from the Im-
perial Court in Vienna visited Sultan
Suleiman the Magnificent in Istanbul. He
admired Suleiman’s tulip garden and was
presented with bulbs and seeds as a gift.
These bulbs returned with the ambassa-
dor to Vienna and ended up in the gar-

dens of Emperor Ferdinand I. There, in
the Burggarten, the tulips blossomed,
stunningly beautiful, but unappreciated
by the Emperor. He had other things on
his mind. But one man did appreciate the
tulips – Carolus Clusius, the imperial gar-
dener. When Clusius became professor of
botany at Leiden University in Holland in
1593, he took his tulips with him to the
Netherlands. 

The rest, literally, is history and in 1945
a grateful Queen Juliana presented
100,000 tulip bulbs to the City of Ottawa.
Tulips make an excellent gift. Their bloom
and their radiant colours which once so
impressed the Imperial ambassador in Is-
tanbul now attract thousands of tourists
to Canada’s national capital. At this
year’s Canadian Tulip Festival, we plan
to highlight the Austrian link in the his-
tory of the tulip. To that end, an Austrian
pavilion is to be set up at Major ’s Hill
Park.

Otto Ditz is the Austrian Ambassador. 

ODE TO AUSTRIA
The Austrian Canadian Council, the
Austrian Society of Ottawa and the
Friends of Austria Ottawa Inc. are co-
hosting an Austrian celebration and
symposium during the Tulip Festival. 

Symposium schedule: 

Saturday, May 21: A day-long
discussion involves former Austrian
ambassadors to Canada, academics and
artists at the University of Ottawa’s
Alumni Auditorium, starting at 9 a.m.
A dinner follows at 6 p.m. 

Sunday, May 22: An ecumenical service
will be held at Notre Dame Basilica,
followed by lunch at the Sheraton
Hotel and dinner at the Ottawa
Congress Centre. Dinner will mark a
number of anniversaries including 
the 150th anniversary of relations
between Austria and Canada. 
Contact Roland Pirker at
atroland@rollframe.ca for more
information.

How Austria helped bring tulips to the world 
By Otto Ditz 

THE HABSBURG EMPIRE IS  NO MORE,

BUT AUSTRIA STILL MAINTAINS 

A CONSULAR POST IN HALIFAX.  

IN FACT,  THE CONSULATE HAS 

RECENTLY BEEN UPGRADED TO A

CONSULATE GENERAL TO UNDERLINE

ITS INCREASED IMPORTANCE.  

THE CURRENT HEAD IS NOT AN 

ENGLISH SHIPPING TYCOON BUT A

SUCCESSFUL LOCAL BUSINESSMAN

WITH ROOTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE.
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60 years of friendship marked by royal visit
By J.G. van Hellenberg Hubar

DELIGHTS|FRIENDSHIP CELEBRATED

RECEIVING THE

ROYAL TREATMENT

IS A GIVEN WHEN YOU

STAY WITH LORD ELGIN.

A  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k  I n  T h e  H e a r t  O f  O t t a w a .

Since 1941

Privileges surround you when you stay with Lord Elgin in Canada’s capital city.

Warmly furnished rooms encourage relaxation and helpful staff answers all your needs.

Steps away Parliament Hill, the Rideau Canal, Byward Market

and much more awaits. If you expect more from life and a hotel,

that’s exactly what you’ll find at Lord Elgin. 

W W W . L O R D E L G I N . C A

100 Elgin Street Ottawa, Canada K1P 5K8  Phone: (613) 235-3333  Fax: (613) 235-3223  Toll Free: 1-800-267-4298

May marks 60 years  s ince the
Netherlands were liberated from
the Nazi occupation by Cana-

dian, British, American and Polish forces.
The Netherlands still honour the Canadian
Armed Forces as their liberators. The liber-
ation, and the hospitality that was extended
by the citizens of Ottawa to Crown Princess
Juliana and her children during the Second
World War, are two of the pillars on which
the strong friendship between our two
countries is based.

In view of the anniversary, the em-
bassy in Ottawa and consulates general
in Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver are
planning numerous events. We hope to
honour the past by also highlighting the
contemporary accomplishments made
possible by the liberation. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Mar-
griet of the Netherlands and her hus-
band Pieter van Vollenhoven will be
visiting Montreal May 9-12 and Ottawa
May 12-14.

During her stay in Ottawa, Princess
Margriet will open the Tulip Festival at
Major’s Hill Park. The Ottawa Tulip Festi-
val, of course, originates from the fact that
the Dutch Royal Family has, since 1945,
made a yearly donation of tulip bulbs to
the city of Ottawa to express its gratitude
for the hospitality that the family received
here during their stay from 1940-1945.
Princess Margriet herself was born in Ot-
tawa during the war.

The opening coincides with the official
kick off for the “Tulips 2005 . . . 60th An-
niversary Friendship Tour” featuring Luluk
Purwanto & the Helsdingen Trio. This cross-
Canada concert tour will be made by a
unique multifunctional stage bus, a mobile
podium designed by Dutch audio-visual in-
stallation artist Aart Marcus, which lets the
artists travel in the space they perform. 

Between May 1 and Sept. 30, the per-
formers will visit 70 cities.

Meanwhile, the National Arts Centre
will feature a series of Dutch dance and

ballet performances. The repertoire varies
from contemporary dance by the ensem-
bles of Emio Greco and Pieter Scholten, to
the work of Dylan Newcomb and Dutch-
Canadian choreographer Andre Gingras,
to Amsterdam’s world-renowned “Het
Nationale Ballet”.

The commemoration will honour vener-
able Canadian veterans, who actually
fought and suffered on Dutch soil. Princess
Margriet will visit the veterans hospital of
St. Anne de Bellevue and will lay a wreath
at the National War Monument. 

To complete the circle of celebrations,
Prime Minister Paul Martin and Gov. Gen.
Adrienne Clarkson will both visit the
Netherlands in early May. 

The website www.dutchliberation.ca
provides further information on the many
events to be organized throughout Canada
for this occasion.

J.G. van Hellenberg Hubar is Ambassador
of the Netherlands.
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The theme for the 2005 Canadian
Tulip Festival, “A Celebration of
Peace and Friendship”, will com-

memorate the 60th Anniversary of the
end of the Second World War and the gift
of tulips to Canadians by the people of
the Netherlands.

When the Netherlands was invaded
in 1940, Crown Princess Juliana – later
Queen Juliana – escaped with her family
to Ottawa.  In January of 1943, she 
gave birth to a daughter, Princess Mar-
griet, at the Ottawa Civic Hospital. 
In order for the princess to born a Dutch
cit izen,  Canadian Parl iament  pro-
claimed her birthing suite at the Ottawa
Civic Hospital Dutch territory. Upon
news of the birth of the princess, the
Dutch flag flew from the Peace Tower
(the only time in history that a foreign
flag has flown there) and the carillon on
Parliament Hill rang out the Dutch na-
tional anthem.

Since 1945, the Netherlands has sent
100,000 tulip bulbs to Canada’s capital.

These 100,000 tulips became the genesis
of the Tulip Festival, the largest of its
kind. 

Millions of tulips in more than 70 vari-
eties are planted in Ottawa-Gatineau
each year. There are more tulips bloom-
ing in Ottawa each spring than in any
other capital city in the world, including
The Hague. 

The festival has taken this gift of
friendship and promulgated it around
the world, first by creating “friendship
countries”, and by inaugurating the In-
ternational Peace Garden. The garden, at
the Canada and the World Pavilion, is the
site for an annual reception for the diplo-
matic corps, hosted in collaboration with
the National Capital Commission in hon-
our of the receiving capital city.

In 1994, the Canadian Tulip Festival
paid tribute to Turkey, the origin country
of the tulip, starting a 12-year partner-
ship with the Turkish community by es-
tablishing a pavilion in Major’s Hill Park.
Through similar pavilions, the festival

has paid tribute to the Netherlands,
France, Britain, Australia, and Japan. The
nurturing of international friendship con-
tinues in 2005 with a special “friendship
weekend” (May 21-23) that will feature
an Austrian pavilion.

The legacy of the International Peace
Garden comes from the powerful story of
friendship between Canada and the
Netherlands. In 1990, the Canadian Tulip
Festival and Ottawa Tourism and Con-
vention Authority offered Washington,
D.C., a garden of Ottawa tulips as a ges-
ture of friendship. Washington was so
impressed, it offered Warsaw a garden of
Ottawa tulips for Poland’s achievement
of democracy. Since then, the Peace Gar-
den has been passed on from capital to
capital every year as a sign of peace and
friendship. In 2005, the Peace Garden is
being given to Nicosia ,  Cyprus by
Athens, Greece. 

Michel Gauthier is executive director of
the Canadian Tulip Festival. 

Canadian Tulip Festival blooms internationally
By Michel Gauthier
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For the fourth time since we’d be-
come a Canadian foreign service
family, our posting took a sudden

and unexpected turn. With two weeks’
notice, our household effects had left
Egypt. My husband Larry, the diplomat,
was called home to Canada to be briefed
while our two daughters and I found
ourselves being blasted by a barrage of
shrill air raid sirens as we were whisked
from an embassy van into a pitch black
hotel lobby. Yes, we had arrived in Seoul,
South Korea during one of the air raid ex-
ercises which were held regularly as a
precaution in case of an attack from the
North. 

It was 1981. Korea was unlike anything
our family had experienced to that point.
The contrasts within Seoul were enor-
mous: tall modern sky scrapers hap-haz-
ardly punctured a horizon of low-lying
traditional tile roofed buildings, extrava-
gantly wide boulevards seemed unnatu-
rally super-imposed on a sea of tiny
lanes. Many locals still wore national
dress and a strict curfew saw everyone,
diplomats included, scurry home by 9:30
p.m. Small green Hyundai Pony taxis
darted around like busy ants. Wonderful
markets offered everything from local
food products to designer fashions and
hand bags as well as pig heads, a neces-
sary element of some official ceremonies.
From my perspective, equally intimidat-
ing were the sidewalk fast-food wagons
with vats of boiling snakes and pans of
crusty roasted insects. 

Never to be forgotten was an invitation
extended to us by one of my English  stu-
dents, a prominent local steel executive. It
was to be a particularly special evening
as we would be going to a “live fish”
restaurant. Of course, I assumed his refer-
ence to “live” actually meant “fresh”.
When a huge tub swimming with hand-
some fish was ushered in, we were asked
to make our choice for dinner. While they
were being prepared, a large bowl of live
translucent shrimp was presented to me.
I admired it for some time. Finally our
host, realizing that I did not understand
what was expected of me, proceeded to
dip in his hand. Catching a shrimp with
tail and head trapped between two  fin-
gers, he dunked it into a dish of fiery
sauce, nipped off the curled central part

with his teeth and ate
it, shell and all. Larry
and I politely insisted
that we would wait for
the fish to arrive. And,
so i t  did,  skewered
lengthwise, scaled, its
flesh slashed into bite-
size pieces with some
portions removed and

artistically re-arranged back on the fish’s
body. It was only when the tail flicked,
the fins moved and an eye rolled that we
realized our dilemma. Apparently “live
fish” restaurants  do not, by definition,
have much in terms of cooking facilities.
The next day, local embassy staff were
impressed such an honour had been be-
stowed upon us. This had been our intro-
duction to sushi and other raw fish which
we grew to love.

On the other hand, Larry and I quickly
submitted to the addictive power of kim-
chi in its dozens of varieties (mild to “vol-
canic”) and the many little side dishes of
greens that were served along with rice at
most meals. Certainly our favorite dishes
were Bulgogi and exquisitely lacquered
mixed Korean vegetables with noodles. In
my personally developed versions of
these recipes, much of the preparation
can be done in advance.

Margaret Dickenson is author of the award-
winning cookbook, “From the Ambassador’s
Table” and creator/host of “Margaret’s Enter-
taining Minutes” seen daily on Rogers Cable
(www.margaretssenseofoccasion.com). 

BULGOGI ©
Bulgogi must be served with a tasty stir-fry of
Korean mixed vegetables and noodles. With
the thin slices of beef taking only minutes to
grill, Bulgogi is a perfect recipe for a barbecue
event; however, it can be grilled effectively in a
large heavy grill pan or skillet. 

Makes four regular servings

1 lb (450 g) flank steak or beef tenderloin*
1/4 cup (60 mL) soya sauce
1/3 cup (80 ml) finely sliced green onions
1/4 cup (60 mL) sugar
1 ? tbsp (22 mL) sesame oil
3 tbsp (45 mL) medium dry sherry or red wine
1 1/2 tsp (8 mL) finely chopped fresh garlic
1/2 tsp (3 mL) peeled and grated fresh ginger

root
1/2 tsp (2.5 mL) crushed black peppercorns
1 to 2 tsp (5 to 10 mL) liquid smoke (optional)

Garnish
1 1/2 tbsp (22 mL) (total) black and toasted
white sesame seeds

Cut slightly thawed beef into 1/8 inch (0.3 cm)
thick slices.* Mix together soya sauce, green
onions, sugar, sesame oil, sherry, garlic, ginger
and crushed black peppercorns. Drizzle 1 1/2
tbsp (22 mL) of soya marinade over bottom of
a large glass baking dish. Add a single layer of
beef slices and drizzle with more of marinade;
add another layer of beef and repeat process
using remaining beef and marinade. Allow
beef to marinate for at least one hour at room
temperature or up to eight hours refrigerated.

Just before serving, if desired, carefully
drizzle liquid smoke over surface of beef slices.
Working in batches, sear beef slices (arranged
in a single layer) on a well-oiled preheated
(medium-high) grill, grill pan or skillet for a
matter of seconds per side; transfer to a clean
platter. (If serving Bulgogi for a “stand up”
event, cut slices into shorter lengths of about 2
1/2 inches or six cm.) Serve as soon as possible
sprinkled with toasted sesame seeds. 

* To facilitate slicing and handling, freeze the
beef and slice it when the beef is only (very)
slightly thawed.
© MARGARET H. DICKENSON 2005

KOREAN MIXED VEGETABLES AND
NOODLES (Chapchae)© 
The combination is one of those dishes that is
always a treat for the palate. The recipe may be
quickly stir-fried minutes before serving if the
vegetables are prepared (even sautéed) and the
other ingredients assembled in advance. 

Makes 4 regular servings

8 dried shitake mushroom caps
4 oz (120 g) vermicelli bean noodles

MARGARET
DICKENSON

Korea’s culinary charms 
By Margaret Dickenson

Bulgogi on the lower right, Chapchae on the lower left.
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10 cups (2.5 litres) boiling water
3 1/2 oz (100 g) fresh spinach leaves, stems re-
moved
Salt, to taste
1/2 tsp (3 mL) finely chopped fresh garlic
1/2 tsp (3 mL) peeled and grated fresh ginger-
root
3 tbsp (45 mL) vegetable oil, divided
2/3 cup (175 mL) peeled and sliced onion
1/2cup (125 mL) peeled and julienne carrot
1/2 red bell pepper (medium size) thinly sliced
vertically
1/4 cup (60 mL) sliced green onion
Crushed black peppercorns, to taste
2 tbsp (30 mL) soya sauce
1 tbsp (15 mL) sweet soya sauce
1 tsp (5 mL) sesame oil
1 tsp (5 mL) sugar
1/2 tsp (3 mL) (Indonesian) hot chili paste
1 tsp (5 mL) toasted white sesame seeds
1/3 cup (80 mL) whole cashew nuts (optional)

Soak dried mushrooms in lukewarm water un-
til soft (about an hour). Squeeze out and dis-
card liquid; cut mushroom caps into thin slices.

Drop vermicelli noodles into a large pot of
boiling water. Turn heat to lowest setting and
stir noodles gently to loosen. Allow noodles to
soak until tender but firm (about 5 to 7 min-
utes). Drain; rinse with cold water until cool
and drain well again. (Makes about 2 1/2 cups
or 625 mL.) If not using until later, place noo-
dles in a container lined with a triple layer of
paper towels. This may be done up to a day in
advance. (Note: When serving the Korean
Mixed Vegetables and Noodles at a “stand up”
event, cut the noodles in shorter lengths of 3
inches or 7 cm.)

If spinach leaves are large, tear them into
smaller pieces. Spread them on a large mi-
crowave oven-proof platter; place in mi-
crowave at high heat for a minute (tossing
leaves from time to time) until wilted; season
with salt and set aside. In a wok or large skillet
over medium heat, sauté garlic and ginger in
hot vegetable oil (2 tbsp or 30 mL) for about 30
seconds. Add onion and carrots; stir-fry for
about 30 seconds. Add red pepper, green
onions and mushrooms; stir-fry until tender
crisp (about another two minutes), seasoning
with salt and crushed black peppercorns.
Transfer to platter with spinach. Toss ingredi-
ents evenly together; add salt and crushed
black peppercorns if necessary. (Note: This
may be done an hour before serving or up to a
day in advance. Be sure to refrigerate.)

Combine soya sauces, sesame oil, sugar and
chili paste in a small bowl. Just before serving,
heat remaining vegetable oil (1 tbsp or 15 mL)
in wok over medium to medium-low heat.
Add noodles and quickly drizzle with soya
sauce mixture; toss to coat noodles evenly. Add
stir-fried vegetables, toss lightly together and
adjust seasoning if necessary; heat through.
(Avoid overcooking.) Sprinkle with sesame
seeds and if desired cashew nuts; serve.
© MARGARET H. DICKENSON 2005
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If you are not a huge fan of this won-
derful grape already, I hope to make a
convert out of you before too long.

Riesling — often referred to as the great-
est white grape variety — can be found
in an unprecedented amount of climates,
regions and styles. From the piercingly
dry, minerally and austere style of some
Alsatian or Australian producers to vis-
cous, intensely sweet Trockenbeere-
nauslese of Germany or Icewines from
Canada, there is a Riesling to satisfy al-
most every palate.

When offered a Riesling, many peo-
ple automatically shoot back “No thank
you . . . I don’t like sweet wines”. This is
a mistake. These days, most world-class
Rieslings are made in a dry or almost-dry
style. Even the Germans like their Ries-
lings really dry on most occasions. The
secret about Riesling is that it is one of the
most acidic white grape varieties out
there. The higher the acid level in the
wines, the drier the wine seems. Even
when allowed to develop into richer late-
harvest or Icewines, you can still count on
a high level of natural acid that keeps
even the sweetest Rieslings in balance.

Rieslings can have a lush silkiness or
tense backbone. They can be light and
crisp or heavy and rich. Because of this
high level of acidity, Rieslings are also
some of the longest lived white wines,
with many examples capable of aging 
30 or 40 years in the bottle. There are as
many styles of Riesling as there are
colours in the rainbow.

Because they are one of the latest
picked grape varieties (of either white or
red), Rieslings can produce wines of un-
equaled complexity due to their long
“hang-time” on the vine. You can find
aromas of peach, grapefruit, lime, passion
fruit, green or red apple, pear, ginger,
pine needle, flowers, minerals (like min-
eral water), chalk, smoke, and of course
the wine lover’s favorite . . .  diesel fuel.
(Trust me, it’s a good thing!) Because of
their balance and clean, pure flavours,
Rieslings can be some of the most versa-
tile wines for difficult-to-pair dishes
found in Asian, South American and In-
dian cuisines.

Here are some major regions along
with my favorite producers and the style
you can  expect:

Germany: I  l ike
Mosel, the most min-
era l ly,  s tee ly  and
savoury of German
Rieslings. Look for:
Egon Muller, St. Ur-
bans Hof, Selbach-
Oster. From Pfalz,
the ripest region in
Germany with lush

and round wines, look for: Kurt Darting,
Dr. Burklin-Wolf, Muller-Catoir. Kabinett
is usually the lightest and driest of the
German Rieslings, followed by Spatlese,
Auslese, Icewein, and Trockenbeere-
nauslese.

Alsace: These are typically dry to off-
dry, light to full. Search out Grand Crus
that have exceptional concentration and
depth. Look for Trimbach (their Clos Ste.
Hune is my favourite Riesling vineyard
in the world) or Cuvée Frédéric Emile.
Their regular Riesling is really good too.
Also look for Domaine Weinbach and
Paul Blank.

Canada: The country has many good
producers, led by Cave Spring, Henry of
Pelham, 13th Street, and Vineland Estate.
Styles range from dry to sweet to really
sweet (Icewine). The difference is usually
listed on the bottle going from dry to off-
dry, late-harvest (sweet) to Icewine (really
sweet).

Australia: These are typically the dri-
est in style, and are minerally and occa-
sionally austere, in a pleasant sort of way.
Look for: Mitchell, Henschke, Pikes. 

I hope you fall in love like I did.
Cheers!

Stephen Beckta is the sommelier and owner
of Beckta dining & wine in Ottawa
(www.beckta.com). 

The noblest white grape

STEPHEN BECKTA
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RIESLINGS CAN HAVE A LUSH

SILKINESS OR TENSE BACK-

BONE.  THEY CAN BE L IGHT

AND CRISP OR HEAVY AND

RICH. BECAUSE OF THIS HIGH

LEVEL OF ACIDITY,  RIESLINGS

ARE ALSO SOME OF THE

LONGEST LIVED WHITE WINES
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THIS PAGE  1-3. Performers wowed audience members at a Latin Carnival celebration involving 15

embassies including Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Sal-

vador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela on March 13. • 4. Czech Ambas-

sador Pavel Vosalik (left) and Jean-Claude Bergeron, owner of Galerie d'art Jean-Claude Bergeron,

appeared at the opening of an exhibit of works by provocative Czech artist Oldrich Kulhanek, March

17. • 5. Pakistani High Commissioner Shahid Malik and his wife Ghazala had a large crowd to help

them celebrate their country’s national day on March 23. • 6. Lithuanian Ambassador Siguté 

Jakstonyté (left) and Ildiko Tomaj at the Pakistani party. • 7. Afghani Ambassador Omar Samad and

his wife Khorshied at the Pakistani party.  (All photos by Dyanne Wilson)

1.

2.

2.3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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THIS PAGE  1. Eugene Munyakayanza (right) and MP Don Boudria, at a ceremony to kick off a 

nine-day commemoration of the Rwandan genocide, which happened 11 years ago. (Photo: Dyanne

Wilson). • 2. Italian Ambassador Marco Colombo held a farewell dinner for outgoing U.S. Ambassador

Paul Cellucci. Mr. Colombo (left) is shown here with two Italian colleagues, Mr. Cellucci (centre) 

and Luigi Ventura, Ambassador of the Holy See. • 3. Lt. Gen. Romeo Dallaire received the United 

Nations Association in Canada Pearson Peace Medal for his achievements in the field of international 

service and understanding. Gov. Gen. Adrienne Clarkson presented it. (Photo: Sgt. Eric Jolin). • 4-6.

New Ambassadors traditionally pay a courtesy call on the mayor. Shown here are Greek Ambassador

Yannis Mourikis (4), Dominican Republic Ambassador Eduardo Tejera (5) and Kuwaiti Ambassador

Musaed Al-Haroun (left) with Mayor Bob Chiarelli (6) (Photo: Roger Lalonde) • 7. Slovenian Ambas-

sador Veronika Stabej with her new baby Zala Sara. Zala means “beautiful”. (Photo: Dyanne Wilson).

• 8. Irish Ambassador Martin Burke and his wife Mary hosted a St. Patrick’s Day party at their Rock-

cliffe residence home on March 17. Shown here are Netherlands Ambassador J.G. van Hellenberg

Hubar (left) and his wife Lilliana (second from left) with the Burkes. (Photo: Sam Garcia).• 9. Martin

Burke and his wife Mary. (Photo: Sam Garcia).
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Natalia Karpova arrives for an inter-
view, prepared to explain the 
vision behind the startling and

colourful paintings lining the walls of the
small gallery at the Embassy of El Sal-
vador. Her husband, Bolivian Ambassador
Carlos Antonio Carrasco Fernandez, is
along to help her with her English, a lan-
guage she is learning at break-neck speed.

A R u s s i a n  f ro m  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f
Bashkortostan in the Ural region of the
country, Ms. Karpova is an established
painter, ceramic artist and a member of
the Union of Artists of Russia. She not
only studied and exhibited in Moscow
but also in Paris where she lived and
worked for 12 years.

That’s where she met her Latin hus-
band, who was then Bolivia’s ambassador
to France and an admirer of her work. 

As we look around the room at what
can best be described as charming, de-
tailed and slightly whimsical paintings –
one of them depicts a man carrying bal-
loons flying over the onion domes of
Russian Orthodox churches – she explains
that her work really depicts her life.

“It is whimsical and I like Chagall, but
it’s my art. I worked many years and this
exhibition is the result and (shows) my
individual style,” she explains in a mix-
ture of elegant French and some English. 

“I try to express my life, my experience,
my inspiration,” she continues. “One pic-
ture is a party in Russia, the Sunday be-
fore Easter. And there are snowflakes in
the background. And there’s a triptych of
Russia.”

A painting of a golden pear sitting on a
highly detailed tablecloth, is decidedly

Russian, part of the Russian School of hy-
perrealism, explains her husband. His
favourite work, however, is a painting of
a large bright blue dog with a tiny balle-
rina standing on its back.

The artist creates these neo-realistic pro-
totypes in her works and shows a fascina-
tion with the late 17th and 18th centuries.
There are coloured pears and ladies in
crinolines and  cream-jugs, boxes and cas-
kets, which evoke the objects that might be
found in a Russian peasant’s hut. 

Her work has been exhibited in major
shows in Russia, Germany, Poland, Bel-
gium and France, with her most recent 
exhibition taking place in Paris in 1998 at
the second Festival of Slavic Culture, also
known as the Dyagilev Festival.

The couple met five years ago and
have been in Ottawa for one year. It’s a

busy time for an artist who attends Eng-
lish classes, paints, loves to cook, and also
finds time for diplomatic activities.

“But she’s a little used to it,” her hus-
band says.

Ms. Karpova’s captivating show, which
ran for more than a month, opened in early
March with much fanfare and many diplo-
matic friends filling the exhibition space. In
the fall, she plans to have another exhibition
at the University of Mexico in Gatineau. For
that, she’ll use angels as her inspiration. 

“She was inspired by Spanish baroque
in the churches of Bolivia,” her husband
says. “So she has painted angels and they
are very detailed.”

When the show opens, her growing
fan club will surely be there. 

Margo Roston is Diplomat’s culture editor.

DELIGHTS|THE AR T OF DIPLOMACY

A whimsical style exhibited around the world
By Margo Roston
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Natalia Karpova poses in front of some of her paintings, displayed this winter at the Embassy of El
Salvador.
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As far back as Marco Polo’s time,
European mariners dreamed of a
shorter sea route to the riches of

Asia. They imagined a marine passage
through that looming, rocky barrier—
North America. Spaniards called this
mythical passage the Strait of Anián.
Britons called it the Northwest Passage.

After two false starts, Samuel Hearne
departed on Dec. 7, 1770 from Fort Prince
of Wales (Churchill) on Hudson Bay. He
sought the Far-Off Metal River that na-
tives said “abound[s] with copper ore, ani-
mals of the fur kind, … which is said to be
so far to the Northward, that in the middle
of the summer the Sun does not set, and is
supposed by the Indians to empty itself
into some ocean.” Hearne’s purpose was
to discover “everything that might prove
of future value in opening up the territory
to trade.” His orders from the Hudson’s
Bay Company were to resolve, finally, the
question of “a passage out of Hudson’s
Bay into the Western Ocean.”

With native guide, Matonabbee, and his
wives, this white man walked and pad-
dled 3,000 kilometres northwest to find 
the Coppermine River. He sped down its
rushing waters to become the first Euro-
pean to reach the Arctic Ocean by land
from Canada. Hearne also solved the mys-
tery of the Strait of Anián. It did not exist.

The return trip offered a physical chal-
lenge. Matonabbee, and several natives
who became attached to the expedition,
had left their wives behind days before
reaching the Arctic Ocean. They missed
their wives and set a mean pace to return
to them. “It was fast becoming a race be-
tween native passion and Hearne’s stam-
ina,” commented author Gordon Speck in
Samuel Hearne and the Northwest Passage.
On June 30, 1772, Hearne finally reached
Fort Prince of Wales, completing a round
trip of 6,000 kilometres in 19 months.

Hearne’s discovery did not banish the
idea of a northwest passage. It merely
redirected the focus of those seeking it 
toward the ice-choked waters north of the
Arctic Circle where mariners before and
after Hearne suspected a passage might
exist. Columbus, Hudson, Frobisher,
Cartier, and the Cabots all tried to find it,
and all failed. The most spectacular failure
was Sir John Franklin’s. He disappeared
with the Erebus and Terror, and 128 offi-

cers and men, into the
Arctic mists in 1845.
Although McClure is
credited with proving
that a northwest pas-

sage existed, it was Norwegian Roald
Amundsen and his crew in the 43-tonne
Gjfa who first navigated it in a three-year
east-to-west transit from 1903 to 1906. The
first to sail it in both directions was a Nor-
wegian-born Canadian, Henry Larsen, in
the 175-tonne St. Roch from 1940 to 1948.

The Northwest Passage may be naviga-
ble by small boats, but it is not practical
for the commercial traffic of large ships.
Not today, at least. But global warming is
slowly, melting the ice that prohibits ship-
ping in the Northwest Passage. When the
Passage f inal ly  does open,  perhaps
Canada’s sovereignty in the Arctic will be
challenged more severely and with more
threat than any previous tests.

Gerard Kenney’s latest book is Ships of
Wood and Men of Iron. 

Discovering “everything of value” in Canada’s North
By Gerard Kenney

CANADIANA|DELIGHTS

wise to give
your neighbours the benefit of the doubt
when their secretary of state misleads the
UN Security Council on a matter as grave
as war; when their attorney general 
chisels the Torture Convention; when 
the president is counseled to ignore the
Geneva Conventions; when the adminis-
tration uses the metaphor of war to lock-
up anyone indefinitely without charge;
when they run an international Gulag ar-
chipelago of prisons (Guantanamo, Abu
Ghraib, Bahram, Diego Garcia and who
knows where else) and when they “rendi-
tion” our citizens abroad to be tortured.
What is required rather is, civilly but di-
rectly, speaking truth to power. That too is
engagement and of a kind that current cir-
cumstances require. Few Canadians
would do it better than Burney, himself. 

Paul Heinbecker, former Canadian ambas-
sador to the United Nations, is the inaugural
director of the Laurier Centre for Global Rela-
tions, Governance and Policy.

Burney (Continued from page 27)
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AFGHANISTAN
His Excellency Omar Samad
246 Queen Street, Suite 400
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E4
TEL. 563-4223  FAX 563-4962
email: 
info@afghanistanembassy.ca

ALBANIA
His Excellency Adhurim Resuli
130 Albert Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-4114  FAX 236-0804
e-mail:
embassyofalbania@on.aibn.com

ALGERIA
His Excellency Youcef Yousfi
500 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N2
TEL. 789-8505  FAX 789-1406
e-mail: ambalgcan@rogers.com

ANGOLA
His Excellency Miguel Maria N.
Puna
189 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6P1
TEL. 234-1152  FAX 234-1179
e-mail: info@embangola-can.org
www.embangola-can.org

ARGENTINA
His Excellency Arturo Bothamley
90 Sparks Street, Suite 910
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5B4
TEL. 236-2351  FAX 235-2659
e-mail: 
embargentina@argentina-canada.net
www.argentina-canada.net

ARMENIA
His Excellency Ara Papian
7 Delaware Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z2
TEL. 234-3710  FAX 234-3444
e-mail: embottawa@rogers.com

AUSTRALIA
His Excellency William Fisher
50 O’Connor, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 236-0841  FAX 236-4376

AUSTRIA
His Excellency Otto Ditz
445 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M7
TEL. 789-1444  FAX 789-3431
e-mail: Ottawa-OB@BMaA.gv.at

AZERBAIJAN
His Excellency Fakhraddin
Gurbanov
275 Slater Street, Suite 904-C
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 288-0497  FAX 230-8089

BAHAMAS
His Excellency Philip P. Smith
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1313
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 232-1724  FAX 232-0097

BANGLADESH
His Excellency Rafiq Ahmed Khan
275 Bank Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2L6
TEL. 236-0138  FAX 567-3213

BARBADOS
His Excellency Glyne Samuel
Murray
130 Albert Street, Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-9517  FAX 230-4362
e-mail: ottawa@foreign.gov.bb

BELARUS
Her Excellency Nina Mazai
130 Albert Street, Suite 600
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-9994  FAX 233-8500
e-mail: belamb@igs.net

BELGIUM
His Excellency Daniel Leroy
360 Albert Street, Suite 820
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 236-7267  FAX 236-7882
e-mail: Ottawa@diplobel.org
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa

BELIZE
Her Excellency Amalia Mai
350 Albert Street, Suite 2120
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 1A4
TEL: 232-2826  FAX: 232-4279
e-mail: hcbelize@bellnet.ca

BENIN
His Excellency Francis Loko
58 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2C3
TEL. 233-4429  FAX 233-8952
e-mail: ambaben@benin.ca

BOLIVIA
His Excellency Carlos Antonio
Carrasco Fernandez
130 Albert Street, Suite 416
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-5730  FAX 236-8237
embolivia04@yahoo.com

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
His Excellency Vjekoslav Domljan
130 Albert Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-0028  FAX 236-1139
e-mail: embassyofbih@bellnet.ca

BRAZIL
His Excellency Valdemar Carneiro
Leäo
450 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL. 237-1090  FAX 237-6144
e-mail: 
mailbox@brasembottawa.org

BRUNEI
395 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 234-5656  FAX 234-4397
e-mail: bhco@bellnet.ca

BULGARIA
325 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K5
TEL. 789-3215  FAX 789-3524

BURKINA FASO
Her Excellency Juliette Yaméogo
Bonkoungou
48 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 238-4796  FAX 238-3812
e-mail: burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org

BURUNDI
Her Excellency Epiphanie K.
Ntamwana
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 815
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL. 789-0414  FAX 789-9537
e-mail: ambabucanada@infonet

CAMEROON
Mr. Martin Mpana
Chargé d’Affaires
170 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2B4
TEL. 236-1522  FAX 236-3885

CHILE
His Excellency José Miguel Cruz
Sánchez 
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 235-9940  FAX 235-1176
e-mail: echileca@chile.ca
www.chile.ca

CHINA
His Excellency Lu Shumin
515 St. Patrick Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5H3
TEL. 789-3434  FAX 789-1412
www.chinaembassycanada.org

COLOMBIA
His Excellency Jorge Anibal Visbal
Martelo
360 Albert Street, Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 230-3760  FAX 230-4416
e-mail: embajada@
embajadacolombia.ca 
www.embajadacolombia.ca

CONGO (ZAIRE)
Ms. Louise Nzanga Ramazani
Chargé d’Affaires
18 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 230-6391  FAX 230-1945

COSTA RICA
His Excellency Carlos Miranda
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 407
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL. 562-2855  FAX 562-2582
e-mail: embcrica@travel-net.com

CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Her Excellency Dienebou Kaba
9 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 236-9919  FAX 563-8287
e-mail: ambacicons@rogers.com

CROATIA
Mr. Ante Barbir
Chargé d'Affaires
229 Chapel Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Y6
TEL. 562-7820  FAX 562-7821
e-mail: croatia.emb@bellnet.ca
www.croatiaemb.net

CUBA
His Excellency Ernesto Antonio
Senti Darias
388 Main Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1E3
TEL. 563-0141  FAX 563-0068
e-mail: cuba@embacuba.ca 
www.embacuba.ca

CZECH REPUBLIC
His Excellency Pavel Vosalik
251 Cooper Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0G2
TEL. 562-3875  FAX 562-3878
e-mail: ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz

DENMARK
His Excellency Poul Erik Dam
Kristensen
47 Clarence Street, Suite 450
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9K1
TEL. 562-1811  FAX 562-1812
e-mail: ottamb@um.dk
www.danish-embassy-canada.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
His Excellency Eduardo J. 
Tejera Curbelo
130 Albert Street, Suite 418
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 569-9893  FAX 569-8673
www.drembassy.org

EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES
Her Excellency Lorraine B.
Williams
130 Albert Street, Suite 700
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-8952  FAX 236-3042
e-mail: echcc@travel-net.com

ECUADOR
His Excellency Alejandro Suárez
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 316
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 563-4286  FAX 235-5776

EGYPT
His Excellency Mahmoud F. El-
Saeed
454 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R3
TEL. 234-4931  FAX 234-4398
email:
egyptian.embassy@rogers.com

EL SALVADOR
His Excellency Mauricio Rosales
Rivera
209 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Z8
TEL. 238-2939  FAX 238-6940
e-mail: embajada@elsalvador-ca.org

ERITREA
Ms. Nura Mohammed Omer
Consul
75 Albert Street, Suite 610
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E7
TEL. 234-3989  FAX 234-6213

ESTONIA
Mr. Argo Küünemäe
Chargé d’Affaires
260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E4
TEL. 789-4222  FAX 789-9555
e-mail: embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca

ETHIOPIA
His Excellency Berhanu Dibaba
151 Slater Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P2
TEL. 235-6637  FAX 235-4638
e-mail: infoethi@magi.com
www.ethiopia.ottawa.on.ca

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
His Excellency Eric Hayes
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1900
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
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TEL. 238-6464  FAX 238-5191
e-mail: mailto@delcan.cec.eu.int
www.delcan.cec.eu.int

F.Y.R. OF MACEDONIA
His Excellency Sasko Nasev
130 Albert Street, Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-3882  FAX 233-1852
www3.sympatico.ca/emb.macedo-
nia.ottawa

FINLAND
His Excellency Pasi Mikael
Patokallio
55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 850
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L5
TEL. 288-2233  FAX 288-2244
e-mail: embassy@finland.ca

FRANCE
His Excellency Daniel Jouanneau
42 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2C9
TEL. 789-1795  FAX 562-3704
www.ambafrance-ca.org

GABON
His Excellency Joseph Obian
Ndoutoume
4 Range Road, P.O. Box 368
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J5
TEL. 232-5301  FAX 232-6916
e-mail: ambgabon@sprint.ca

GERMANY
His Excellency Christian Pauls
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0T8
TEL. 232-1101  FAX 594-9330
e-mail:germanembassyottawa@
on.aibn.com

GHANA
His Excellency Samuel A. Odoi-Sykes
1 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2A9
TEL. 236-0871  FAX 236-0874

GREECE
His Excellency Yannis Mourikis
80 MacLaren Street, Suite 76
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0K6
TEL. 238-6271  FAX 238-5676
e-mail: embassy@greekembassy.ca
www.greekembassy.ca

GUATEMALA
His Excellency Carlos Jiménez
Licona
130 Albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-7237  FAX 233-0135
e-mail: embassy1@
embaguate-canada.com

GUINEA
His Excellency Aly Diané
483 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N1
TEL. 789-8444  FAX 789-7560
e-mail: ambaguineott@
inexpress.net

GUYANA
His Excellency Rajnarine Singh
151 Slater Street, Suite 309
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 235-7249  FAX 235-1447

HAITI
Mr. Carol Joseph
Chargé d’affaires
130 Albert Street, Suite 1409

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P2
TEL. 238-1628  FAX 238-2986
e-mail: bohio@sympatico.ca

HOLY SEE
His Excellency 
The Most Rev. Luigi Ventura
Apostolic Nuncio
724 Manor Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0E3
TEL. 746-4914  FAX 746-4786

HONDURAS
Her Excellency Ana Carolina
Galeano
151 Slater Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 233-8900  FAX 232-0193

HUNGARY
His Excellency Dénes Tomaj
299 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0V9
TEL. 230-2717  FAX 230-7560
www.docuweb.ca/Hungary

ICELAND
His Excellency Gudmundur
Eiriksson
360 Albert Street, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 482-1944  FAX 482-1945
e-mail: icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is

INDIA
Her Excellency Shyamala B.
Cowsik
10 Springfield Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9
TEL. 744-3751  FAX 744-0913
e-mail: hicomind@hciottawa.ca 
www.hciottawa.ca

INDONESIA
55 Parkdale Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5
TEL. 724-1100  FAX 724-1105
e-mail: info@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia-ottawa.org

IRAN
Mr. Abbas Asemi
Chargé d’Affaires
245 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2K2
TEL. 235-4726  FAX 232-5712
e-mail: iranemb@salamiran.org 
www.salamiran.org

IRAQ
His Excellency Howar M. Ziad
215 McLeod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z8
TEL. 236-9177  FAX 567-1101
e-mail: iraqyia@bellnet.ca

IRELAND
His Excellency Martin Burke
130 Albert Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-6281  FAX 233-5835
e-mail:
embassyofireland@rogers.com

ISRAEL
His Excellency Alan Baker
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 567-6450  FAX 237-8865
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.il

ITALY
His Excellency Marco Colombo
275 Slater Street, 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 232-2401  FAX 233-1484
e-mail: ambital@italyincanada.com
www.italyincanada.com/
i-serv/i_index.asp

JAMAICA
His Excellency Carl O’Neal
Marshall
275 Slater Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 233-9311  FAX 233-0611

JAPAN
His Excellency Sadaaki Numata
255 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9E6
TEL. 241-8541  FAX 241-7415

JORDAN
His Excellency Fouad Ayoub
100 Bronson Avenue, Suite 701
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6G8
TEL. 238-8090  FAX 232-3341

KENYA
His Excllemcy Peter Nicholas Rateng
O. Ogego
415 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 563-1773  FAX 233-6599
e-mail: kenrep@on.aibn.com
www.kenyahighcommission.ca

KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Excellency Sung-joon Yim
150 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5A6
TEL. 244-5010  FAX 244-5034
www.emb-korea.ottawa.on.ca

KUWAIT
His Excellency Musaed Rashed Al
Haroun
333 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 1J9
TEL. 780-9999  FAX 780-9905

LATVIA
His Excellency Atis Sjanits
280 Albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8
TEL. 238-6014  FAX 238-7044

LEBANON
His Excellency Raymond Baaklini
640 Lyon Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3Z5
TEL. 236-5825  FAX 232-1609
e-mail: info@lebanonembassy.ca 
www.lebanonembassy.ca

LIBYA
Mr. Ahmed Ali Jarrud
Chargé d’Affaires
81 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL. 230-0919  FAX 230-0683
e-mail: info@libya-canada.org

LITHUANIA
Her Excellency Siguté Jakstonyté
130 Albert Street, Suite 204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 567-5458  FAX 567-5315

MADAGASCAR
His Excellency Rakotoarisoa
Florent
200 Catherine Street, Suite 510
Ottawa, Ontario  K2P 2K9  

TEL. 567-0505 FAX 567.2882
e-mail: ambamadcanada@bellnet.ca)
www.madagascar-embassy.ca

MALAWI
His Excellency Kennedy Amos
Malisita
7 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2A9
TEL. 236-8931  FAX 236-1054

MALAYSIA
His Excellency Dennis Ignatius
60 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8Y7
TEL. 241-5182  FAX 241-5214
e-mail: malottawa@kln.gov.my

MALI
His Excellency Mamadou
Bandiougou Diawara
50 Goulburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8C8
TEL. 232-1501  FAX 232-7429
e-mail:
ambassadedumali@rogers.com
www.ambamalicanada.org

MAURITANIA
His Excellency Mahfoud Ben
Deddach
121 Sherwood Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 3V1
TEL. 237-3283  FAX 237-3287

MEXICO
Her Excellency Maria Teresa de
Madero
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 233-8988  FAX 235-9123
e-mail: info@embamexcan.com
www.embamexcan.com

MONGOLIA
His Excellency Galsan Batsukh
151 Slater Street, Suite 503
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 569-3830  FAX 569-3916
e-mail: mail@mongolembassy.org

MOROCCO
His Excellency Mohamed Tangi
38 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 236-7391  FAX 236-6164
www.ambassade-maroc.ottawa.on.ca

MYANMAR
His Excellency Aye U
85 Range Road, Suite 902
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J6
TEL. 232-6434  FAX 232-6435
e-mail: meott@rogers.com

NETHERLANDS
His Excellency J. (Como) van H.
Hubar
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4
TEL. 237-5030  FAX 237-6471
e-mail: nlgovott@netcom.ca

NEW ZEALAND
His Excellency Graham Kelly
99 Bank Street, Suite 727
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G3
TEL. 238-5991  FAX 238-5707
e-mail: info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com
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NIGER
Her Excellency Nana Aicha
Mouctari Foumakoye
38 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A3
TEL. 232-4291  FAX 230-9808

NIGERIA
His Excellency Olufemi Oyewale
George
295 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R9
Tel. 236-0521  Fax 236-0529
e-mail: 
hc@nigeriahighcommottawa.com
www.nigeriahighcommottawa.com

NORWAY
His Excellency Ingvard Havnen
90 Sparks Street, Suite 532
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5B4
TEL. 238-6571  FAX 238-2765
e-mail: emb.ottawa@mfa.no

PAKISTAN 
His Excellency Shahid Malik 
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-7881  FAX 238-7296
e-mail: parepottawa@rogers.com

PANAMA
Her Excellency Romy Vásquez de
González
130 Albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-7177  FAX 236-5775
e-mail: pancanem@magma.com

PARAGUAY
His Excellency Juan E. Aguirre
Martinez
151 Slater Street, Suite 501
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 567-1283  FAX 567-1679
e-mail: consularsection@embassy
ofparaguay.ca

PERU
Mr. Pedro Buitrón 
Chargé d’Affaires  
130 Albert Street, Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 238-1777  FAX 232-3062
e-mail: emperuca@bellnet.ca

PHILIPPINES
His Excellency Francisco L.
Benedicto
130 Albert Street, Suite 606
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-1121  FAX 233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com
www.embers.rogers.com

POLAND
His Excellency Piotr Ogrodzinski
443 Daly Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6H3
TEL. 789-0468  FAX 789-1218
e-mail: polamb@ns2.tryTel.com

PORTUGAL
His Excellency Joao Pedro Silveira
Carvalho
645 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0B8
TEL. 729-0883  FAX 729-4236
e-mail: embportugal@embportu-
gal/ottawa.org

ROMANIA
His Excellency Liviu Maior
655 Rideau Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6A3
TEL. 789-3709  FAX 789-4365
e-mail: romania@cyberus.ca

RUSSIA
His Excellency Georgiy Mamedov
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5
TEL. 235-4341  FAX 236-6342
e-mail: rusemb@rogers.com
www.rusembcanada.mid.ru

RWANDA
His Excellency Eugene
Munyakayanza
153 Gilmour Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0N8
TEL. 569-5424 FAX 569-5481

SAUDI ARABIA
His Excellency Mohammed Al-
Hussaini
99 Bank Street, Suite 901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6B9
TEL. 237-4100  FAX 237-0567

SENEGAL
His Excellency M. Amadou Diallo
57 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E8
TEL. 238-6392  FAX 238-2695
e-mail: ambassn@sympatico.ca

SERBIA & MONTENEGRO
His Excellency Perko Vukotic
17 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A2
TEL. 233-6289  FAX 233-7850
e-mail: diplomat@yuemb.ca
www.embscg.ca

SLOVAKIA
Mr. Stefan Rozkopál
Chargé d’Affaires
50 Rideau Terrace
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2A1
TEL. 749-4442  FAX 749-4989
e-mail: ottawa@slovakembassy.ca
www.ottawa.mfa.sk

SLOVENIA
Her Excellency Veronika Stabej
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2101
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1P1
TEL. 565-5781  FAX 565-5783
e-mail: vot@mzz-dkp.gov.si

SOUTH AFRICA
Her Excellency Theresa Mary
Solomon
15 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M8
TEL. 744-0330  FAX 741-1639
e-mail: rsafrica@southafrica-cana-
da.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca

SPAIN
His Excellency José Ignacio
Carbajal
74 Stanley Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1P4
TEL. 747-2252  FAX 744-1224
e-mail: embespca@mail.mae.es
www.embaspain.ca

SRI LANKA
Mr. Kapila Susantha Jayaweera 
Acting High Commissioner
333 Laurier Avenue West, 
Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1
TEL. 233-8449  FAX 238-8448
www.srilankahcottawa.org

SUDAN
Her Excellency Dr. Faiza Hassan
Taha Armousa
354 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K8
TEL. 235-4000  FAX 235-6880
www.sudanca.com

SWEDEN
His Excellency Lennart Alvin
377 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9N8
TEL. 241-8553  FAX 241-2277
e-mail: sweden@bellnet.ca

SWITZERLAND
His Excellency Anton Thalmann
5 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 235-1837  FAX 563-1394
e-mail:
vertretung@ott.rep.admin.ch

SYRIA
His Excellency Jamil Haidar Sakr
151 Slater Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 569-5556  FAX 569-3800
www.syrianembassy.ca

TAIPEI ECONOMIC & 
CULTURAL OFFICE
Dr. Thomas Chen, Representative
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 231-5080  FAX 231-7112
e-mail: teco@magi.com

TANZANIA
His Excellency Ben Gwai Moses
50 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 232-1509  FAX 232-5184

THAILAND
His Excellency Snanchart
Devahastin
180 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0A2
TEL. 722-4444  FAX 722-6624
e-mail: thaiott@magma.ca

TOGO
His Excellency Bawoumondom
Amelete
12 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-5916  FAX 235-6425

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Excellency Arnold Piggott
200 First Avenue, Third Level
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G6
TEL. 232-2418  FAX 232-4349
e-mail: ottawa@ttmissions.com

TUNISIA
His Excellency Mohamed Saad
515 O’Connor Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3P8
TEL. 237-0330  FAX 237-7939
e-mail: atottawa@comnet.ca 

TURKEY
His Excellency Aydemir Erman
197 Wurtemburg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9
TEL. 789-4044  FAX 789-3442
e-mail: turkishottawa@mfa.gov.tr 

UGANDA
Her Excellency Cissy Helen
Taliwaku
231 Cobourg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J2
TEL. 789-7797  FAX 789-8909
www.ugandahighcommission.ca

UNITED KINGDOM
His Excellency David Reddaway
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5K7
TEL. 237-1530  FAX 237-7980
www.britainincanada.org

UKRAINE
His Excellency Mykola
Maimeskul
310 Somerset Street, West,
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0J9
Tel. 2302961  Fax 230-2400
www.ukremb.ca

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
His Excellency Hassan Al-Suwaidi
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 565-7272  FAX 565-8007
e-mail: safara@uae-embassy.com

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Mr. John Shields Dickson 
Chargé d'Affaires
490 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1G8
TEL. 238-5335  FAX 688-3100
www.usembassycanada.gov

URUGUAY
His Excellency Alväro M.
Moerzinger
130 Albert Street, Suite 1905
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-2727  FAX 233-4670
e-mail: uruott@iosphere.net
www.iosphere.net

VENEZUELA
Mrs. Margarita Ayello Piretto
Chargé d'Affaires
32 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 235-5151  FAX 235-3205
www.misionvenezuela.org

VIETNAM
Her Excellency Hoi Thi Nguyen
470 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL. 236-0772FAX 236-2704

YEMEN
His Excellency Dr. Abdulla
Abdulwali Nasher
788 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0C2
TEL. 729-6627  FAX 729-8915
www.yemenincanada.ca

ZIMBABWE
His Excellency Gabriel M.
Machinga
332 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J9
TEL. 237-4388  FAX 563-8269
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CLUBS

CONSTRUCTION

M.O.T. Construction: High-end resi-
dential renovations and new con-
struction. Fully insured. Better
Business Bureau member since 1986.
tel. (613) 749-0209. Paul McCulloch   
e mail: mot@cyberus ca
www.cyberus.ca/~mot

CHELSEA, QUEBEC. 

Truly amazing! This recently con-
structed 5,000 square foot family
home combines elegance and dis-
cerning taste with great function-
ality. No expense has been spared
in finishes, materials, mechanics,
and craftmanship. 12 minutes
from parliament. In a great
neighbourhood on a wonderful
wooded lot. $820,000. 

Lionel Tom Rogers
819-669-7364 or pager 
613-787-7622 
CENTURY 21 MACINTYRE, BROKER.
www.c21macintyre.com

ART GALLERIES

LANGUAGE TRAINING

BEAUTY SALONS

ACCOMMODATION 
Aristocrat Suite Hotel 
(613) 236-7500

Four Points Sheraton 
(613) 238-1500 

Les Suites Hotel
(613) 232-2000 

Lord Elgin Hotel 
(613) 235-3333 

Novotel
(613) 230-3033 

Sheraton Ottawa 
(613) 238-1500 

The Westin Ottawa 
(613) 560-7000 

APPLIANCES 
220 Volt Depot 
(613) 746-4777 

AUTOMOBILES 
St-Laurent Volvo 
(613) 749-VOLVO

Star Motors 
(613) 737-7827

CATERING 
Blackforest Deli and Cheese 
(613) 742-5104 

Party Time Rentals 
613) 745-4652 

The Westin Ottawa 
(613) 560-7385 

DENTIST 
Associated Dental Care 
(613) 737-4944 

DINING 
Daly’s (The Westin) 
(613) 560-7333 

Signatures 
(613) 236-2499 

DRY CLEANERS
Hillary’s 
(613) 733-3070 

ELECTRONICS  
Overseas Electronics 
(613) 235-4414 

ESTHETICS 
Dr. Beaupré’s Vein Clinic 
(613) 722-0101 

Ottawa Vein & Cosmetic Medical
Clinic 
(613) 737-5675

FOOD SERVICES 
C. A. Paradis   
(613) 731-2866 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
Accu-Rate 
(613) 596-5505 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Hulse, Playfair & McGarry 
(613) 233-1143 

HEALTH AND BEAUTY 
Feelbest.com
(613) 234-4643 ext. 230 
1-888-689-9890 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Neolore Networks 
(613) 594-9199 

LANGUAGE TRAINING
Visa Language Institute
(613) 567-4018

MEDICAL
Dr. Beaupré’s Vein Clinic 
(613) 722-0101 

Ottawa Vein & Cosmetic Medical
Clinic 
(613) 737-5675

MOVERS  
Ability Movers 
(613) 830-7090 
1-800-267-1699 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Jana Chytilova 
(613) 447-8323 

Sam Garcia 
(613) 733-8761 

Dyanne Wilson 
(613) 274-7029

PORTRAITS
Alan King
(613) 744-3127

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
Bishop’s College School
(819) 566-0227 

REAL ESTATE 
Leena Ray-Barnes
(613) 236-9551

SEAFOOD 
Lapointe’s
(613) 789-6221 

TOURISM
Tourism Nunavut
1-866-686-2888)

TRAVEL AGENCY 
Accu-Rate Travel (613) 596-5505 

UNIVERSITIES 
University of Ottawa 
(613) 562-5700 
1-877-868-8292 

(visit www.diplomatonline.com for links to websites of these businesses)

Vajarov's Naturotherapy Clinic

4006-381 Kent St., Ottawa, Tel: 564-
0009
-Allergy elimination (NAET)
-Acupuncture Face-Lift
-Weight & Pain Control
-Reconnective Healing
-Iridology & much more...
www.eyesonhealth.com

HOLISTIC HEALTH

PHOTOGRAPHY

HOUSE FOR SALE

Advertise in the 

Marketplace

Phone: (613) 789-6890



This will not be a restful summer for
those who concern themselves with
United Nations reform.

Kofi Annan, the beleaguered UN sec-
retary general, has urged world leaders
to agree on a sweeping package of
changes to the world body in time for the
September summit marking the UN’s
60th anniversary.

With that deadline looming, major UN
players will spend the coming weeks
mulling a series of reform proposals. The
most recent is Mr. Annan’s own blueprint,
(In Larger Freedom), which was released in
late March, – just as Mr. Annan was about
to be engulfed in the oil-for-food scandal.

The secretary-general’s proposal is it-
self an amalgam of two major initiatives
that preceded it: the report from the 16-
member High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change, and the report of
the Millennium Project, a plan of action
from more than 200 experts for the imple-
mentation of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

Attention to Mr. Annan’s blueprint has
focused on a number of key measures, in-
cluding his proposal to expand the 15-
member Security Council “to make it
more broadly representative of the inter-
national community as a whole, as well
as of the geopolitical realities of today
and thereby more legitimate in the eyes of
the world.” Mr. Annan urged leaders to
choose from the two expansion models
outlined by the high-level panel: Model A
would add six new permanent seats, with
no veto, and three new two-year rotating
seats. Model B would provide no new
permanent seats but create a new cate-
gory of eight, four-year seats and one
new two-year seat.

In addition to the highly contentious
proposal to reform Security Council
membership, Mr. Annan also outlined a
new focus on development, a proposal to
effectively define and outlaw terrorism,
to clarify rules for the use of force and to
establish a peacebuilding commission to
better co-ordinate post-conflict recon-
struction efforts. He also proposed cre-
ation of a new human rights council to
replace the discredited Human Rights
Commission in Geneva.

This is but the latest wave of reforms.
In 1997 – after the debacles of Rwanda

and Srebrenica and
other UN fail ings –
Annan brought for-
ward a reform pack-
age that included the
appointment of Cana-
dian Louise Frechette
as the first deputy sec-
retary general, charged
with cleaning up the

organization.
There have been other steps since then,

but after the Security Council’s implosion
over Iraq in March 2003 and this year’s
corruption scandal, even top insiders con-
cede it feels as if UN reform efforts are
back to square one.

“It is difficult not to feel that we have,
in some respects at least, slid back down
the greasy pole to somewhere near the
place where we started eight years ago,’’
the normally cautious Ms. Frechette told
a high-level gathering here in Canada a
few weeks back.

Ms. Frechette delivered opening re-
marks at a three-day conference on UN
reform pulled together by Canada’s for-
mer UN ambassador, Paul Heinbecker,
now senior research fellow with the 
Waterloo-based Centre for International
Governance Innovation. With the excep-
tion of Ms. Frechette’s address and some
dinner speeches, the conference took
place behind closed doors. Strict rules
against attributing remarks to the speak-
ers were in place to encourage a frank ex-
change among the gathering of 100
people, which included a host of UN am-
bassadors, academic experts and ob-
servers.

What emerged from the remarkable
event – something of a microcosm of the
UN reform deliberations – was a foretaste
of the deadlock that could emerge be-
cause of the dispute over how, or indeed
whether, to change the composition of the
Security Council at this time.

Some contend that instead of remain-
ing focused on “groundbreaking” work
to truly outlaw terrorism and to give
much more prominence at the UN to hu-
man rights and the ‘responsibility to pro-
tect’ doctrine, Mr. Annan fell victim to
pressure by candidates for Security Coun-
cil seats and put Security Council change
high on the agenda – even though the

subject threatens to hijack the rest of the
reform package.

“We have only four months to go and
unless we are very careful this is a recipe
for disaster,” one participant warned.
“Rather than rushing into Security Coun-
cil reform we have to get it right, we
should be very cautious. We are not head-
ing for a triumph. Everything in my gut
tells me we are heading toward a train
wreck.”

The reform documents that are the ba-
sis of these discussions formally advocate
choosing one of the two proposed models
for Security Council expansion. But it
seems there is a third option, written in
the kind of invisible ink that only UN vet-
erans can read: “none of the above.’’

The primary argument against chang-
ing Security Council membership is that
this simply is not the right time for such a
radical change, with the Bush administra-
tion still suspicious of the UN and re-
gional candidates for Security Council
seats digging in for a showdown over
membership. And would more seats
around the table actually change the way
the Security Council functions, or should
the focus be on improving the council’s
performance?

For others, Security Council enlarge-
ment is paramount. There is no longer
any way to justify permanent, veto-
wielding seats for the U.S.,  Britain,
France, Russia and China, while denying
a spot to the likes of South Africa, Brazil,
Japan and Germany, advocates of reform
insist.

And if leaders depart New York in
September without having changed the
Security Council membership, the argu-
ment goes, the front pages of newspapers
around the world will declare reform ef-
forts a failure, further eroding support for
the UN.

There is no sense yet whether middle
ground can be found between the two po-
sitions. But if world leaders want this
September’s UN summit to produce tan-
gible reforms – rather than a calamity –
they had better find a compromise in the
coming weeks.

Allan Thompson is an assistant professor
of journalism at Carleton University. He
writes a weekly column for the Toronto Star. 

DEBATE|THE LAST WORD

MAY—JUNE 200544

Stop the UN’s imminent train wreck

ALLAN THOMPSON



Université d’Ottawa | University of Ottawa

Partout où la vie vous mène

For wherever life takes you



U N T A M E D    U N S P O I L E D    U N D I S C O V E R E D

C A N A D A ’ S  A R C T I C

You have traveled far to be here.

And now, this walrus — on an ice floe in the arctic — is looking at you!

It has not fled — yet!  But it will.

Your heart races as you slowly raise your camera.

This is your Nunavut moment — the shot of a lifetime.

Captured in 1/1,000th of a second.

Picture yourself in untamed Nunavut!

Photography

Visit our website www.NunavutTourism.com and Explore Canada’s Arctic. 
Toll Free in North America 1-866-NUNAVUT (686-2888)

O T T A W A M O N T R E A L  E D M O N T O N  W I N N I P E G

3 HOURS FROM ...


