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The ICC comes
of age

Canada’s place at
the global  table 

is under scrutiny these
days .  The  recent ly  
re l e a s e d  re p o r t  b y  
former Bombardier
president Robert Greenhill took to task
the country’s performance in everything
from peace-keeping to foreign aid dona-
tions; the federal government’s long-an-
ticipated International Policy Review has
been sent to Oxford for a revamp by au-
thor and international affairs commenta-
tor Jennifer Welsh; and books such as
Andrew Cohen’s While Canada Slept are
still inspiring debate (the latest issue of
Canada’s foreign service workers’ maga-
zine bout de papier devotes 11 pages to it.) 

L o o k i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  d a y s  w h e n
Canada was a more respected participant
on the international scene, we offer a criti-
cal view of the International Criminal
Court as it prepares to tackle its first
charges. Award-winning writer Christina
Spencer went to The Hague to interview
Philippe Kirsch, the Canadian who is
making things happen at the ICC. Lloyd
Axworthy, foreign minister at the time of
the ICC’s creation in 1998, is credited
with Canada’s success in making the
court a reality. He writes about the chal-
lenges ahead. 

Meanwhile, March is the month both
the Commonwealth and Francophonie
celebrate their successes and ponder the
future. Historian Chad Gaffield looks at
the relevance of such international organ-
izations while British High Commissioner
David Reddaway defends the Common-
wealth and French Ambassador Daniel
Jouanneau gives us a Francophonie
primer. 

On the heels of a trade mission to
China, Trade Minister Jim Peterson and
Conservative party trade critic Belinda
Stronach offer their views on how to 
harness the opportunities that economic
juggernaut offers. 

In Delights, we offer Egyptian eats,
Austrian waltzing, Moroccan art and a
guide, compliments of wine columnist
Stephen Beckta, to how Ontario’s new
“bring your own bottle” legislation will
operate in practice.

Back page columnist Allan Thompson
looks at a topic of interest for all diplo-
mats posted to Canada: the country’s im-
migration policy. Flip to the back to see
what he suggests as a solution. 

Finally, House of Commons Speaker
Peter Milliken and Senate Speaker Dan
Hays, both good friends to all heads of
mission in Ottawa, talk about their roles.
For those who don’t know, their jobs in-
volve a lot more than reining in unruly
politicians. 

Send us your comments. 

Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat.

UP FRONT

Brigitte Bouvier, now an official photog-
rapher for the Prime Minister ’s Office,
shot this photo of Mr. Kirsch when he
was visiting Ottawa last spring. Mr.
Kirsch is the president and top judge at
the International Criminal Court and

spoke to writer Christina Spencer about
the future of  the courtroom for the
world. Diplomat’s package includes this
story, as well as an essay by Lloyd Ax-
worthy, a strong proponent of the ICC
and the man who was foreign minister at
the time the court was born. 

JENNIFER CAMPBELL

CONTRIBUTORS

Christina Spencer, author of Here Comes
the Judge

Writer Christina Spencer, taking ad-
vantage of a Canadian Association of
Journalists-CIDA Fellowship, recently
travelled to Africa (she's shown here
with medical students in Ethiopia). Af-
ter reporting on the International
Criminal tribunal for Rwanda, she
stopped in The Hague on her way
home to interview the president of the
International  Criminal  Court  on
Canada's contributions to interna-
tional law and the court's current in-
vestigations, many of which centre on
Africa.

Allan Thompson, Diplomat's Last Word
columnist

“In April 2004, I joined Romeo Dallaire
and his wife Elizabeth on their journey
to Rwanda. It was my third trip to the
country but in some ways, the most re-
markable. I am hopeful that my next
major writing project will be a book on
Dallaire's life in the decade since the
Rwanda genocide.”
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Canada’s waning worldliness
More grist for the declinist school of
Canadian foreign policy. “Making a Dif-
ference?”, the interim report of an en-
tity called the External Voices Project,
concludes that Canada’s international
performance and reputation have de-
clined since 1989. Drawing on the views
of “thought leaders” from inside and
outside Canada, author Robert Green-
hill, visiting senior executive at IDRC,
points to some Canadian accomplish-
ments internationally – the landmine
treaty, the International Criminal Court,
restrictions on trade in blood diamonds
and protections for civilians and chil-
dren in war – but focuses mostly on the
country’s waning influence abroad. “In-
terviewees from around the world
noted a major deterioration in Canada’s
performance in at least three major ar-
eas: in our relationship with the United
States, in our leadership role in devel-
opment, and in the international signifi-
cance of our peacekeeping and other
international security activities,” he
writes.

On Canada-U.S. relations, Mr. Green-
hill quotes one well-informed Canadian
thus: “Ten years ago, we had little influ-
ence in Washington.  Now we have
less.” And don’t get him started on
peacekeeping (oops, too late…). Ac-
cording to his interviews, descriptions
of Canada’s military include the terms
“atrophy,” “confusion” and “irrele-
vant.” 

There’s no explanation in the interim
report of what Mr. Greenhill’s method-
ology was, how he selected his intervie-
w e e s  o r  h o w  h e  w e i g h t e d  t h e i r
responses. But a more thorough final re-
port is promised later this year. In the
meantime, some data nuggets from the
report:
• Canada spent $243 billion on diplo-

macy, defence and development in
the 15-year period from 1989 to 2004;

• Over  the  next  f ive  years ,  i t  wi l l
s p e n d  $ 1 0 0  b i l l i o n  o n  t h e  s a m e
‘Three Ds’;

• Today, Canada contributes less than
two per cent of the troops engaged in
UN-run or  other internationally
sanctioned security operations;

• Doctors Without Borders (MSF) puts
more professionals on the front lines
g l o b a l l y  t h a n  d o  t h e  C a n a d i a n
Armed Forces. Mr. Greenhill reports
that MSF has 1,800 foreign profes-
sionals deployed; Canada has 1,600
troops. – CS

Selective surgery
Canada’s ailing medicare system just
can’t catch a break. The latest assault
comes in the pages of Foreign Policy 
magazine, where economics columnist
Kenneth Rogoff warns the United States –
and presumably the rest of the world –
against adopting the state-driven Cana-
dian or British health-care model. He
notes that Canada has used its govern-
ment monopoly to restrain doctor ’s
wages and drug prices. “But if all coun-
tries squeezed profits in the health sector
the way Europe and Canada do, there
would be much less global innovation in
medical technology,” he glowers. “Today,
the whole world benefits freely from ad-
vances in health technology that are
driven largely by the allure of the prof-
itable U.S.  market.” In fact ,  Rogoff
opines, “In Canada, the horrific delays
for elective surgery remind one of wait-
ing for a car in the old Soviet bloc.” His
message: Marxism and medicine don’t
mix. – CS

Farewell to the Queen

Canada’s Queen lost a little of her
symbolic power at the end of 2004 as
Prime Minister Paul Martin removed her
name from the documents new ambassa-
dors and high commissioners present to
the governor general. Traditionally, the
governor general had accepted letters of
credence on the Queen’s behalf but now
they are directed to her alone. The Prime
Minister’s Office called it a way to indi-
cate the governor general’s role in inter-
national affairs but monarchists cried foul
saying it was yet another way to dimin-
ish the monarch’s presence. The move,
which had the Queen’s consent, pre-
dictably had republicans cheering. – JC

Global communities

Community foundations from around
the world, which have joined forces to
share information and learn from each
other, will meet in Ottawa in April. And
diplomats from the participating coun-
tries are invited to take part.   

Six years ago, The Transatlantic Com-
munity Foundation Network was estab-
l i s h e d  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  11
countries. Monica Patten, president and
CEO of Community Foundations of
Canada, explained that “the community
foundation movement saw considerable
growth after the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the emergence of democracies in the
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former Soviet Union, so involvement of
newly developing foundations in these
areas was key to building the network.”

Community foundations, Ms. Patten
said, develop funds, usually permanent
ones, to sustain their communities. In ad-
dition, they encourage volunteerism and
create a culture of giving. “(In new
democracies), building funds comes later
than it does in North America. First there
has to be the cultivation of the notion of
giving of private means for public good,”
she said. 

Representatives from community
foundations in Canada, US, Mexico, UK,
Germany, Italy, Russia, Czech Republic,
and the Carpathian Region will meet in
Ottawa. Visit www.tcfn.efc.be for more
information. –  LC

40 years of diplo-training

Okay, so the elevators in the Dunton
Tower at Carleton University can be a bit
dodgy. But if you make it to the 13th or
14th floor, you’ll step out at the Norman
Paterson School of International Affairs,
whose MA program in International Af-
fairs makes it Canada’s foremost train-
ing ground for tomorrow’s diplomats
and foreign policy experts. “NPSIA,” as
it is cryptically dubbed by the cogno-
scenti, celebrates its 40th birthday this
year,  and in  that  short  his tory has  
graduated more than 2,000 students. 
The faculty at one time included Lester
Pearson; nowadays it boasts among its
instructors Derek Burney, former ambas-
sador to the U.S., and Michael Hart, for-
mer  top  t rade  negot ia tor.  Current
Direc tor  Fen  Hampson ,  quoted  in  
Carleton Now, predicted a challenging fu-
ture for NPSIA: “We’re seeing young
Canadians who are very internationally
minded. The school cannot rest on its
laurels.” Here’s to 40 more. – CS

Ending poverty

Capitalizing on the compassion Canadi-
ans and other  global  c i t izens have
shown during tsunami relief efforts, a
partnership of international non-govern-
ment groups has launched a web cam-
paign to “Make Poverty History.” The
Canadian Coalition for International Co-
operation, which counts almost 100
NGOs among its membership, summa-
rizes the groups’ admittedly-ambitious
agenda in just 14 words: “More and bet-
ter aid. Trade justice. Cancel the debt.
End child poverty in Canada.” No less a

figure than Nelson Mandela kicked off
the U.K.’s launch of this anti-poverty ini-
tiative in Trafalgar Square in early Feb-
r u a r y,  a m i d  t h ro n g s  o f  d e l i g h t e d
Mandela fans and anti-poverty activists.
Details of the Canadian campaign are on
its new website: www.makepovertyhis-
tory.ca (but the U.K. site, www.make-
povertyhistory.org, is more fun.) The
worldwide coalition has also launched a
white armband campaign. – CS

Reviewing the Review

Jennifer  Welsh,  the Canadian-born 
Oxford professor in international rela-
tions who has been given the onerous
job of reinventing Canada’s foreign pol-
icy, isn’t talking. But, for those who have
reviewed her body of work over many
years, it’s easy to see why Prime Minis-
ter Paul Martin finds in her a kindred

spirit. Mr. Martin, Ms. Welsh and Michael
Pearson, the lead official on the Interna-
tional Policy Review (IPR) from Foreign
Minister Pierre Pettigrew’s office, all
look longingly at the Axworthy years of
foreign policy when Canada had moral
influence on the world. 

While Dr. Welsh will probably pro-
vide the central organizing principle
that was supposedly missing from Mr.
Pearson’s year-in-the-making draft, the
manner in which the PMO handled the
“outsourcing” has touched off a furore.
Bizarre is a commonly used word to 
describe the situation. Still, an official
who has worked on some aspects of the
IPR said he expects Dr. Welsh to only
‘fiddle at the edges,’ confirming she has
only a short-term contract from Foreign
Affairs.

It should surprise no one if the IPR 
finally brands Canada as a “model citi-
zen” – a favourite expression of Dr.
Welsh. Canadians may buy into such an
idea, but will the rest of the world? – GA

Her lips are sealed
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#1 Rockcliffe Park Realtor
Specializing in Ambassadorial Residences since 1989

ROCKCLIFFE PARK -
$1,575,000

470 Manor Avenue
Spectacular reception rooms
with 9ft ceilings throughout,

five bedrooms, large staff
quarters plus a pool

ROCKCLIFFE PARK -
$1,585,000

190 Minto Place
Beautiful granite kitchen,
six bedrooms, with a pool
and a hot tub for outdoor

entertaining

ROCKCLIFFE PARK -
$2,750,000

570 Fairview Avenue
Seven bedrooms, large dining

room, spacious reception
rooms, staff quarters and a

pool

ROCKCLIFFE PARK -
$2,750,000

250 Perley Court
Five bedrooms, 9ft to 20ft

high ceilings, large rooms for
entertaining and a stunning

Downsview kitchen
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Historic moment
Iraqi Ambassador Howar Ziad cast his
vote in his country’s first elections in 50
years, amid a throng of reporters and
photographers. Tentative at the time, he
cast a sigh of relief after the elections
went more smoothly than many antici-
pated, and drew 60 per cent of voters, a 

much larger turnout than expected be-
cause of threats of violence from mili-
tants. Still, he admitted that he himself
was surprised by the impressive turnout.
Looking ahead, Mr. Ziad admits there are
still many challenges but he remains opti-
mistic about his country’s future. – JC

Iraqi Ambassador Howar Ziad speaks to Ottawa reporters after casting his ballot in the January election. 
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A peaceful middle east
Mahmoud Abbas didn’t jockey for his
current position behind the scenes, but
instead won an election fair and square.
Had he done it the old-fashioned way it
might have been tougher stepping into
Yasser Arafat’s shoes. But in a few
weeks, the president of the Palestinian
Authority has already achieved what
Arafat could not – a level of trust with
the Israelis, his colleagues in the Fatah
movement, the violent fringe of the
Pa les t in ian  l ibera t ion  movement
(Hamas, for example), and the interna-
tional community led by the U.S.

Mr. Abbas wears his hard-won stature
lightly. As Dennis Ross, the chief U.S.
Middle East peace negotiator under both
George Bush Sr., and Bill Clinton, re-
counts in The Missing Peace, he under-
stands his limitations. 

The U.S. diplomat characterizes Arafat
as an enigmatic “decision-avoider,” but
reports that he was constantly reminded
by Mr. Abbas and others that only the
late Palestinian leader had the moral
stature that would allow him to compro-
mise on major issues. In the view of both
Mr. Ross and  Mr. Clinton, he didn’t.
Both say it was Arafat who dropped the
ball at the Camp David talks in the dy-
ing days of the Clinton White House,
talks that were the closest the Palestini-
ans came to reaching a comprehensive
deal with Israel.

The Missing Peace reports that Mr. Abbas
was among those who “would remind
(Ross) that only Arafat had the moral au-
thority among Palestinians to compro-
mise on Jerusalem, refugees, and borders
… you see us as more moderate, but we
cannot deliver, only he can.” But so far,
the student of Arafat is already doing
better than his predecessor ever did. 

Canada reaches toward the
Muslim world
Given the festering sore that Palestine rep-
resents, continuing to poison relations be-
tween the West and the Muslim world,
Foreign Affairs Canada is trying to do
something about it. Through its Muslim
Community Working Group, the depart-
ment has been working for five months
and consulting with Washington and Lon-
don to develop a “forward-looking, strate-
gic approach,” to relations with Islamic
nations and those with significant Muslim
populations, in keeping with recommen-
dations made by the Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs and International Trade.

The committee headed by Liberal MP
Bernard Patry recommended Foreign Af-
fairs develop a “permanent mechanism”
to deal with such issues. In its report –
tabled twice in March, 2004, and again in
October, 2004, because of the intervening
elections – the committee recognized the
role of religion in international policy
and affirmed the “compatibility of Islam
with democracy and respect for human
rights.” Amr Moussa, the Arab League
secretary-general, and Pakistan Presi-
dent Gen. Pervez Musharraf appeared
before Dr. Patry’s committee in Septem-
ber, 2003, during a state visit. Early indi-
cations are that the working group will
recommend increased Canadian support
for countries such as Pakistan that advo-
cate moderation within an Islamic con-
stitutional framework. 

India’s ambiguity towards aid

India has been doing somersaults over
aid, first turning it down outright in the
wake of the tsunami and then adjusting
that by accepting funds for long-term re-
construction. The new Manmohan Singh
government, which appears amenable 
to international opinion, has said it will
accept foreign aid from even “small
donors” such as Canada. It wasn’t long
ago that, much to Ottawa’s chagrin, India
repaid $439 million into the consolidated
government fund. This softer policy also
applies to foreign investment. A cabinet
minister visited Canada’s oil patch early
in February, and practically begged. “If it
weren’t for the remaining shreds of my
self-respect I would go down on my knees
and say please, please come,” he said.

The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute
(SICI), the institutional link between the
two nations, tried to argue that India’s re-
payment be used by the Canadian gov-
ernment to put SICI on a firmer financial
footing, but that proposal found no tak-
ers in Ottawa. SICI president, Arun
Prabha Mukherjee, who continues to
lobby Ottawa, said she welcomed India’s
new aid policy. Asked if India was being
insular during the tsunami tragedy, she
said, “India did not reject offers of aid,
but said that it first wanted to use its own
resources. The people of India and its di-
aspora have given a lot of money and it
is only fair that aid go to the worst-hit
countries like Sri Lanka and Indonesia.”

George Abraham, a Nieman scholar, is a
contributing editor to Diplomat and an
Ottawa writer. (georgeabraham@rogers.com).
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New heads of mission
Please see page 42 for other recent arrivals.

Shyamala B. Cowsik
High Commissioner for India

Ms. Cowsik is a professional diplomat.
Before joining the Indian foreign service,
where she was the first woman to top the
country-wide list of successful candidates
on the exams, she completed a Master’s
degree in physics. 

She was first posted to Geneva, after
which she became first secretary at the em-
bassy in Washington. She moved on to
Bangkok before a posting in Belgrade and
then returned to India to head up a divi-
sion at the foreign ministry. Her first head-
of-mission posting was to the Philippines.
From there, she went to Washington, as
deputy chief. She then served as high com-
missioner for Cyprus and, afterward,
moved on to the Netherlands. 

Ms. Cowsik has a 22-year old son, Sid-
dhartha. Her interests are classical music,
reading and trekking. 

Sadaaki Numata
Ambassador of Japan

Mr. Numata was born in Hyogo Prefec-
ture in 1943.

After joining the foreign ministry, he
went to University College at Oxford,
where he obtained his masters degree 
in arts. He then spent two years in the

embassy in London. He returned to 
Tokyo for six years before being posted
to Jakarta.  Two years later,  he was 
assigned to Washington. Back in Tokyo,
he served as a director in the economic
affairs bureau, the Japan-U.S. security
division and, the North American af-
fairs bureau. 

He held post ings  in  Geneva and 
Australia before returning to Tokyo. He
later became deputy head of mission in
London. He was ambassador to Pakistan,
where he served until 2002 before return-
ing to Tokyo as ambassador in charge of
Okinawan affairs.

He is married to Kyoko Numata and
they have two children. His interests in-
clude singing folk songs, fly fishing and
skiing. 

Romy Vásquez de González
Ambassador of Panama

Mrs. Vasquez has a masters in busi-
ness from an institute for technology
in Mexico. Her career began at the In-
ter-American Development Bank in
Washington and she started working
as a diplomat with the foreign min-
istry in 1984 when she became an eco-
nomic  adviser  for  the  Embassy  of
Panama in Mexico. From 1987-88, she
worked in the same job, this time at
the embassy in Ecuador before she re-
turned to Mexico for two more years.
For the past 10 years, she has worked
as director-general of a international
leather and accessory trading com-
pany in Mexico.  

Since political  relations between
Canada and Panama are good, Mrs.
Vasquez says she’l l  concentrate on
trade relations, specifically in the areas
of marine or ports technology, during
her time here. 

Mrs. Vasquez is married to Mario
Gonzalez and they have a son and a
daughter. She speaks Spanish, French,
English, Italian and Portuguese. 

Jamil Haidar Sakr
Ambassador of Syria

Mr. Sakr was born in 1948 in Hama, Syria.
He graduated from the University of
Damascus, with a bachelor degree in
French literature. But he wouldn’t join the
foreign service until 1980 when he be-
came a staff member at the foreign min-
istry. He was first posted to France and
Libya, each for one year, and then spent
five years in the Czech Republic before
being sent to Germany for a year. He 
then spent five years at his country’s 
embassy in Washington. At Syria’s for-
eign ministry, he worked as director of
the department of Asia and director of the
department of the Americas. 

Mr. Sakr speaks English and French
and his mother tongue is Arabic. He is
married to Hend Hassan and has two
children.

Musaed Rashed Al Haroon
Ambassador of Kuwait

Dr. Al Haroon comes from an academic
background. Born in 1951, he joined the
Youth Care Department at Kuwait Uni-
versity as a supervisor in 1972. By 1980,
he was dean of student affairs. Five years
later, he joined the foreign service, becom-
ing a cultural counselor at the Kuwaiti
embassy in Washington. He returned to
Kuwait University four years later to
teach educational administration. That
same year, he became under-secretary,
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first for the ministry of high education
and later for the ministry of education.
From 1998-2001, he was permanent repre-
sentative at UNESCO and became minis-
ter of education and higher education
from 2001-03. He rejoined the foreign
ministry in 2004. 

Dr. Al Haroon has a masters degree in
educational management from San Fran-
cisco University and a masters in educa-
t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g y  f r o m  I n d i a n a
University, as well as a PhD in education
from the same institution. He also studied
at Harvard University in Cambridge.
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Easter Brunch at Daly’s Restaurant
Join us for an elegant Easter Sunday Brunch
11:30 am - 2:30 pm
For tickets and inquiries call: 560-7333

Daly’s overlooking Ottawa’s beautiful Rideau Canal, serving
modern Canadian cuisine with an innovative fusion twist.

m o d e r n

l u x u r y

11 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON K1N 9H4

Tel: 560-7000
www.westin.com/ottawa
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Diplo-Dates
March 3
Bulgaria’s National day

March 6
Ghana’s National day

March 10 – 13 
Baltic Film Festival: The
Canadian Film Institute hosts its
fifth festival of films from the
three Baltic nations, Lithuania,
Estonia and Latvia. The Baltic
Film Festival is organized in
collaboration with the Embassy
of Lithuania, the Embassy of
Latvia, and the Estonian Film
Foundation. For information,
visit CFI’s website: www.cfi-icf.ca
or phone (613) 232-6727.

March 12
Mauritius’ National Day

March 13
Latin carnival: More than 15
Latin American embassies are
presenting a music and costume
celebration with workshops and
a parade at the Museum of
Civilization, 1-4 p.m.

March 17 
Ireland’s St. Patrick’s Day

March 17-19
The National Ballet of Canada
presents Cinderella at the

National Arts Centre. To find
out more about this ballet, visit
www.national.ballet.ca or
phone the NAC at (613) 947-7000. 

March 20 
Tunisia’s Proclamation of
Independence Day

March 23
Pakistan’s National Day

March 23 – June 5
ItuKiagâtta!: The National
Gallery of Canada presents this
exhibition featuring more than
45 sculptures from the TD’s
collection of Inuit art. ItuKiagâtta,
is an Inuit expression meaning
“How it amazes us”. With works
from the historic period to the
mid-20th century, the collection
represents an early, vital period
in the development of Inuit art.

For information, visit
www.national.gallery.ca, contact
the National Gallery of Canada
at (613) 990-1985. 

March 26
Bangladesh’s National Day

April 2
7th Annual International Ball:

This year, the ball with have a
New Zealand flavour with a
special “kiwi” theme. Tickets
cost $200 and can be purchased
at by calling David at 563-1983
ext. 630 or Michael at 841-6006. 

April 4
Senegal’s Independence Day

April 15-17
Ottawa Art Festival: Exhibition
and sale of original art. This
event raises funds for The
Kidney Foundation. It takes
place at the Aberdeen Pavilion,
Lansdowne Park. For more
information, visit
www.ottawaartfestival.com or
contact Crystal at 724-9953. 

April 16
Denmark’s National Day

April 17
Syria’s National Day

April 18
Zimbabwe’s National Day

April 26
Tanzania’s Union Day

April 27
Sierra Leone’s Republic Day

South Africa’s Freedom Day

Togo’s National Day

April 28-30
A night at the Opera: Filumena
is an all-Canadian production 
to be shown during the National
Arts Centre’s Alberta Scene. 
For information, see
www.albertascene.ca or call
947-7000. 

April 30
Netherlands celebrates the
Birthday of Her Majesty Queen
Beatrix

May 3
World Press Freedom Day

May 5 to 23
Canadian Tulip Festival: The
2005 edition of the Canadian
Tulip Festival will commemorate
the 60th anniversary of the end
of World War II and the gift of
tulips to Canadians with the
theme “A Celebration of Peace
and Friendship.” For information,
visit www.tulipfestival.ca or call
1-800-66-TULIP or (613) 567-4447.

May 6
WaterCan’s Embassy Dinner:
Once again more than 50
embassies and high commissions
will be sharing their culture
through food and drink at this
popular 11th annual dinner. 
For more information, visit
www.watercan.com or call 
(613) 230-5182. 

May 6-8
Festival of Quilts: The Ottawa
Valley Quilters Guild presents
this festival at the R.A. Centre,
2451 Riverside Dr., in Ottawa.
See the website,
ottawavalleyquiltersguild.org/
or contact
j.g.morin@sympatico.ca for
more information. 

If you have an upcoming event,
please send details to 
diplomatmagazine@sympatico.ca
or call (613) 789-6890. 
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I
t is a crisp winter morning in The
Hague, and a Canadian feels imme-
diately at home amid the layers of
snow still smudging the city after a
recent storm. The bracing weather
has not deterred the city’s cyclists,

pedalling to work along the icy paths that
lace the urban core.

On any given day, a transplanted
Canadian may ride anonymously among
these hearty Dutch souls. Philippe Kirsch,
former Canadian diplomat and now pres-
ident and top judge of the International
Criminal Court, has been known to arrive
at work on two wheels rather than four, a
habit he shares with the court’s chief
prosecutor and its registrar. Cycling to the
court is a good idea, since few cab drivers
seem able to locate its temporary offices.
A visitor could be dropped by accident at
the headquarters of the International
Court of Justice or the International Tri-
bunal for the former Yugoslavia. The ICC,
in early 2005, is still the lowest-profile
member of The Hague’s international le-
gal triumvirate.

But that’s about to change – and per-
haps the opportunity to bike anony-
mously to work along with it. Judge
Kirsch’s court, which has been quietly
hiring staff and honing its mandate,
should face its first legal proceedings by
summer. Sources expect charges soon
against some members of the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army, a destructive guerrilla
force engaged in a free-for-all of looting,
maiming and child kidnappings in north-
ern Uganda. This crisis was referred to
the ICC by the Ugandan government it-
self in early 2004, and the prosecutor’s of-
fice has been quietly probing to see if the
LRA’s actions meet the tight criteria for
prosecution. 

Even without the Uganda case, the
court’s profile has been slowly rising. In
January, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand urged the United Nations’ Secu-
rity Council to refer the conflict in the Su-
danese region of Darfur to the ICC after a
UN Commission of  Inquiry recom-
mended it.

Popular culture has also been catching
up with the court – including the release
of the film Hotel Rwanda and the docu-
mentary of Roméo Dallaire’s harrowing
Shake Hands with the Devil. All deal with
the carnage that wracked Rwanda in
1994. In Europe, meanwhile, world lead-
ers recently commemorated the 60th an-
niversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.
Genocide, the crime that links the horrors
of Rwanda to those of Nazi Germany, will
be a focus of the ICC, whose task is to
prosecute the world’s worst criminal acts
– crimes against humanity and war
crimes. As public interest deepens, Judge
Kirsch must have his court ready for ac-
tion. He vows it will be.

“The building of an organization like
this – both an international organization
and a court – was quite difficult,” he ad-
mits this winter morning, seated in his
sparse 15th-floor office. “There were a lot
of new issues that were not expected. But
I think we are consolidating the court
now, quite effectively. It is not a piece of
cake yet, but I think we really are moving
in the right direction.” 

One senses growing pains during even
a brief visit. Offices are Spartan studies in
white-washed walls and bland industrial
carpeting in the temporary location. Secu-
rity passes work for some doors and not
others (my guide inadvertently shattered
a glass gate after we were accidentally
“locked in” near the pre-trial chamber). A

message board contains the tentative,
hopeful slogan, “We are a good story.”
With luck and dedicated lawyers, that
will be true.

It is unlikely, though, ever to be a
“piece of cake.” Even before trying a case,
the ICC has faced controversy. Some crit-
ics argue it will be dominated by frivo-
lous or politically motivated charges. The
Americans, dead-set against a permanent
court while supporting temporary tri-
bunals, say its statute creates “a prosecu-
torial  system that  is  an unchecked
power.” Others think the court’s inde-
pendence may interfere with peace talks
or amnesties aimed at ending wars. Fi-
nally, some ask whether an international
court, drawing on many different legal
traditions, can maintain high standards.
Perhaps only an unthreatening Canadian
– and only one with Philippe Kirsch’s
unique diplomatic and legal background
– can pull this off.

Born in 1947 in Belgium, Judge Kirsch
came to Canada at 14 with his family. He
joined the foreign ministry in 1972 after
obtaining his Master of Law degree from
the University of Montreal, and was first
posted to Peru. He served twice at the
UN, as first secretary and legal adviser to
the Canadian mission, then as Canada’s
ambassador and deputy permanent rep-
resentative. In 1999, he became ambassa-
dor to Sweden.

Judge Kirsch chaired or served on 
several UN legal committees and was
Canada’s ambassador and agent to the
International Court of Justice (which fo-
cuses on legal disputes between states).
But his “big break” came in 1998, when
the Dutch diplomat charged with chair-
ing an international conference in Rome
on the creation of a permanent criminal

A COUR TROOM FOR THE WORLD|DI SPATCHES

Here Comes the Judge
As the International Criminal Court prepares for its first cases Christina Spencer reports from the Hague 
on the controversies that surround it as well as the Canadian who heads it.
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court fell ill. Judge Kirsch was elected his
replacement. By all accounts, it was Judge
Kirsch’s diplomacy and mastery of his
brief that brought the “Rome Statute” of
the ICC into being despite an atmosphere
heavy with suspicion and acrimony. Even
then, while 120 nations approved the
treaty, several major powers – including
the United States and China – did not.
(Bill Clinton reluctantly signed up later,
but his successor, George W. Bush, re-
scinded approval.)

Next, Judge Kirsch was elected chair of
the commission charged with putting the
Rome Statute into action. The court for-
mally came into existence in July 2002, af-
ter the required 60 states had ratified its
statute (there are now almost 100 ratifica-
tions). Judge Kirsch was elected ICC pres-
ident in 2003, a six-year, non-renewable
term. He is also a judge in the ICC’s ap-
peals division.

Scratch the surface of any international
criminal tribunal – Rwanda, Yugoslavia,
Sierra Leone – and you’ll uncover Cana-
dians working for the prosecution, the
defence or the court registries. The ICC is
no exception. Does Judge Kirsch observe
a particularly Canadian hue to his court?
He’s reluctant to say so. “We have an ob-
ligation in the court to reflect the world as
a whole. To me, it is absolutely indispen-
sable in the longer term that the court
achieve universality. Part of the way of
doing that is to ensure that the judges 
of the court, the staff of the court are
broadly represented geographically. So I
think it would be wrong on my part to at-
tribute a special role to Canadians.”

That differs from what he told Canada
World View in 1998. Then, he proudly
stated the court would carry “a significant
Canadian imprint.” For instance, he noted,
Canada and allied nations pushed for, and
obtained, court jurisdiction over internal
armed conflicts, not just wars between na-
tions; legal provisions for sexual crimes
and crimes against children; a degree of
prosecutorial independence; and finally,
something called complementarity – the
power of the court to take legal action only
when national legal systems are unwilling
or unable to investigate or prosecute. A
more cautious Judge Kirsch remarks today
that dedication to international criminal
justice is “consistent with the Canadian
psyche … Canadians, in terms of con-
tributing to the development of a common
culture, have a great deal of experience.”
He smiles. “I’ll say that much.”

Does his desire for a “universal” system
mean, as the critics have charged, lowest-

common-denominator justice, something
short of Canada’s own rigorous stan-
dards? “You will find 180 nations saying
the same thing,” he replies. But after the
Rome conference, when he chaired the
preparatory commission for the court for
nearly four years, all countries agreed,
unanimously, on the rules of procedure
and evidence, and on the actual definitions
or “elements of crime.” “I think that
means that states found a way of develop-
ing a system that was acceptable,” says the
judge. “You don’t argue with unanimity.”

If you’re the United States, however,
you do argue – mainly over whether the
court could be a political tool against you
in a world unhappy with America. At any
given time, the U.S. has a presence in
more than 100 countries, many of which
are parties to the ICC. These countries
could, in principle, arrest anyone on their
soil, regardless of nationality, and whisk
him off to the court. In the U.S. view,
there is no predicting when or where po-
litically motivated legal harassment of
Americans might occur.

Judge Kirsch won’t comment directly.
Instead, he says, “We know that despite all
the safeguards that have been included in
the constitutive instruments of the court,
there remains some apprehension. In my
view, any apprehensions of political moti-
vated prosecutions are completely un-
founded. But if those apprehensions
remain, the only way of eliminating them
and therefore increasing further the sup-
port for the court is for the court to meet
expectations – to meet exclusively as a judi-
cial body that delivers justice fairly and ef-
fectively without any political overtones.”

In fact, if any region were to express
concern over court “bias,” one might ex-
pect it to be Africa. That is where three
ICC investigations are focused: Uganda,

the Democratic Republic of Congo and
the Central African Republic. In addition,
the UN International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda operates in Tanzania, and a
“hybrid” special court runs in Sierra
Leone to try the worst excesses of that na-
tion’s civil war. Is Africa getting undue
judicial attention?

Not according to Judge Kirsch. “The
court can only base its action on where the
most massive crimes are committed in sit-
uations that are within the jurisdiction of
the court.” In addition, he recalls that at
the Rome conference, the sub-Saharan
Africa states were “extraordinarily strong
supporters of the ICC.” The current inves-
tigations in Africa weren’t initiated by the
prosecutor, he points out; they were re-
ferred by the African nations themselves.

Africa has already made a huge con-
tribution to the international criminal law
through the Rwanda Tribunal. The presi-
dent of that court, Judge Erik Møse of
Norway, also notes that his tribunal has
been an effective training ground.

The ICC’s real impact will not only be
measured by whether it is fair but also by
whether it helps prevent crime. Will the
world’s worst criminals, knowing they
may be subject to a modern-day Nurem-
berg Tribunal, curb their excesses? This is
Judge Kirsch’s hope.

“There’s no question now if you look
at the newspapers in the past year or so,
that you realize that some people in the
world are thinking about the court in the
context of the possible commission of
crimes, either because they want to avoid
them or because they are worried about
the impact of the court. I think this is the
beginning of the development of a cul-
ture of deterrence.”

But, he warns, “It is going to take a
long time. The court is not instant coffee.”
After all, it took decades to establish a per-
manent institution – albeit one still negoti-
ating for a permanent building somewhere
among The Hague’s bicycle paths. Even
Philippe Kirsch can’t meet unrealistic ex-
pectations. Pragmatically Canadian, he
simply counsels patience and open-mind-
edness. “The court needs to be allowed to
play its role without impediments.” Over
time, the ice will melt. 

Christina Spencer, former editorial pages
editor of the Ottawa Citizen, is an award-
winning journalist. She recently returned
from the Rwanda Tribunal in Tanzania, and
the International Criminal Court and Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia in The Hague.
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“We have an obligation in the court to reflect the
world as a whole,” says Philippe Kirsch.
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I
nternational diplomacy is not
usually seen as a joyous oc-
cupation. If economics is the
dismal  sc ience ,  then the
world of international nego-

tiation can be viewed as a grim
place, only partially leavened by
stuffy dinners and false expres-
sions of bonhomie.

But occasionally, there is a mo-
ment where a surprise outcome,
after months, if not years, of hard-
scrabble work, brings joy to the
hardened heart. 

Such a moment occurred six
years ago in a cavernous chamber
on the outskirts of Rome when
the International Criminal Court
was born. Long will I recall the
spontaneous outbreak of ap-
plause, cheering and - if you can
imagine -  hugging and back-
slapping, as we heard the results 
confirming an overwhelming 
endorsement of the treaty that
would launch the 21st century’s
most important new global insti-
tution.

For me, it was an affirmation of
two defining propositions and
one compelling hope I had carried
in my political knapsack while at the
Canadian foreign ministry. It affirmed the
human security concept – the belief that
security had to be defined in terms of
protection of individuals. It also showed
the emergence of a new diplomacy, one
that brought civil groups together with
like-minded countries to collaborate on
creating new humanitarian norms and
the practices and institutions to make
them achievable. 

Out of the confluence of the two, I
hoped it would be possible to truly an-
chor an international justice system that
would offer an alternative to the realist,
“might makes right” school of diplo-
matic practice I found so morally bank-
rupt. It would provide a way of dealing
with 
the dark side, the underworld of global-

ism – an underworld that used the tools
of global networks of information, trans-
portation, finance and organization, 
allowing predators to prey on the vul-
nerable and establish international 
connections that could overwhelm the
capability of nations to protect their 
citizens. 

Signing the treaty, of course, was only
the beginning. It ushered in an intense
period of activity to promote ratification,
build the institution and carefully nur-
ture the foundations of an objective, fair
system of justice. It represented a high
watermark achievement as the new mil-
lennium took hold. 

But then we entered the dark ages –
what Jane Jacobs describes as “a cultural
collapse.” Accepted wisdom and com-
mon practice collapsed as dramatically as

the concrete and girders of the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11. It
b e c a m e  a  t i m e  o f  t e r ro r  a n d
counter force, where thought of
human rights was shuffled to the
backburner. Those who believed
in an international justice system
were scoffed at by the new apos-
tles of extremism and empire. We
witnessed the clash between two
global networks: one of terror, un-
bound by territory, linked by thin
tendrils of finance and communi-
cations, single-mindedly dedi-
cated to the destruction of its
enemy; the other centred in the
world’s most powerful state, but
with spokes and connections en-
compassing powerful worldwide
nodes of military, diplomatic and
economic power.

The chattering classes decided
we were entering an age of un-
fathomable threat and the only
way to meet such danger was
through massive overwhelming
power. We were told to discard
old-fashioned notions of rule of
law and cooperative global action.
The case of the court was in doubt
and faced implacable opposition

from the Bush administration and com-
plicit retreat from former advocates such
as the British and Japanese governments.

But, history sometimes plays jokes on
politicians and academic sycophants.
There just might be reason for renewed
sense of purpose and, if not the wild jubi-
lation of six years ago, then grounds for
prudent optimism. Recent weeks saw the
ICC prepare to lay its first charges against
predators that kidnap Northern Ugandan
children and force them into servitude.
This has renewed hope that we’re at the
threshold of a new system of global 
justice. The time is ripe for human rights
activists and government and civil organ-
izations to establish standards to fit the
changing context. If we simply dig in our
heels to try to preserve the ground previ-
ously gained, or become too involved in

A COUR TROOM FOR THE WORLD|DI SPATCHES

A Court Worth Having
One of the ICC’s founding fathers argues that there’s reason to be hopeful that it just might work.

By Lloyd Axworthy
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mechanics we'll lose the chance to set
bold new standards that I would argue
are still very necessary.

Of key importance will be the way the
ICC handles the delicate balance between
justice and peace in its first cases in the
Democratic Republic of Congo and
Uganda. This is the first time there will
be a major judicial intervention while the
conflict continues. It could end up pro-
tecting people by drawing attention to
the conflict, thereby deterring further
crimes and compelling reforms by gov-
ernment. At the same time, it raises con-
cerns about the impact the indictments
might have on hardening positions and
making local, tribal forms of reconcilia-
tion more difficult. Interesting that in the

case of Uganda the announcement took
place at the same time as a peace com-
mittee was conveyed on a tour of world
capitals. Arrangements were made for
the group to meet with Luis Moreno-
Ocampo and assurances were given - but
there is still a residual concern that must
be met. This highlights the need to work
with local people, appear to be impartial,
be timely and thorough in investigation.
The court must also develop, in consulta-
tion with the local community, the right
mix of mechanisms and combination of
international law and traditional justice
mores to create a system tailored and
compatible with tradition and custom.
This could be one of the most valuable
contributions of the ICC to the broad
concept of the “Responsibility to Protect”
– the ability to demonstrate how justice
can lead to a sustainable peace grounded
in local agreement, acceptance and en-
gagement.

Along with being an instrument of jus-
tice, the ICC can also play the role of a

powerful motivator for peace negotia-
tions, as was evidenced in the former Yu-
goslavia, where within twenty four hours
of being indicted as a war criminal, a pre-
viously defiant Slobodan Milosevic was
at the table, ready to negotiate.

Last month,  the UN Commission 
report on Sudan recommended the Secu-
rity Council refer the matter to the Inter-
national Criminal Court for prosecution,
calling the move “the only credible way
of bringing alleged perpetrators to jus-
tice.” This might also shame the perpetra-
tors into stopping the killing now instead
of waiting another year, at a loss of more
than 100,000 more lives, for George Bush’s
idea of assembling a special tribunal. 

The post-Iraq war hangover may her-
ald a rehabilitation of the concept of inter-
national justice as particularly relevant to
the post-Iraq war period and fill the gap
left by the U.S. come-uppance in Iraq,
where its power could make easy pick-
ings of the military campaign but not in
keeping the peace. 

Recent weeks have seen a shift of focus
from the man-made violence in Iraq and
Sudan to the natural calamity affecting
South Asia. This tragedy has reminded us
that we live in a world without borders,
even though we still organize ourselves
politically by drawing lines in the sand.

The powerful waves of destruction
that wreaked havoc in South Asia may
also help shock the rest of the world out
of its preoccupation with counter-terror-
ism and force it to rediscover the mean-
ing of security in our globally inter-
dependent age.

The revelations of abuse of Iraqi pris-
oners at Abu Ghraib are also shifting the
debate with the courts re-asserting pris-
oner rights. The United States’ inability to
receive renewal of its exemption resolu-
tion is a portent of the altered state of
global politics away from the assertive
“might makes right” crusade for domi-
nance. The show trial of Saddam Hussein
by a court with no credibility is a lesson
on the stupidity of unrestrained power
when contrasted to the recent decision of
the chief justice of the Sierra Leone tribu-
nal  to  excuse  h imsel f  on  potent ia l
grounds of bias, thereby setting a stan-
dard for fairness and objectivity. The truly
innovative developments in the treatment
and compensation for victims and wit-
nesses  creates the foundation for a justice
system in touch with the needs of the
people, not the conquering power or the
rapacious predators, and is a base for
forging a form of loyalty and trust for jus-

tice amongst those who have been the 
violated.

The occasion of the first charges being
laid by the International Criminal Court
against the war criminals of Northern
Uganda may demonstrate that some light
is piercing the Dark Age. We may be in a
position to draw forth the idea of an in-
ternational justice system as a guidepost
for the future; a means by which to ad-
dress the global atrocities in the world
without the self-righteous victor’s justice
now on display in Iraq. This occasion
suggests the global public domain is alive
and well and has emerged from the post-
9/11, anti-terrorist shadow that tried so
hard to suppress it. This is a time to cele-
brate the possibilities that lie ahead. Gra-
ham Greene once wrote, “Once in a while
a door opens and lets the future in”. This
is such a moment.

Lloyd Axworthy was Canada’s foreign 
minister six years ago when the International
Criminal Court became a reality. He is now
president of the University of Winnipeg and
the UN’s special envoy for Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. His book, Navigating a New
World, was published in 2003.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL COURT
WHAT IT  IS : A permanent international
court with jurisdiction over the most
serious global crimes – genocide, war
crimes and crimes against humanity. 
The court will also have authority to
prosecute the crime of aggression once
a definition is agreed.
KEY DATES: 120 nations voted in Rome
to establish the court in 1998; its
jurisdiction starts with crimes committed
after July 1, 2002. Ninety-seven
countries have currently ratified the
Rome Statute.
AUTHORITY: The court can exercise its
power if the accused is a national of a
country that is party to establishing the
court, or if the crime is committed in a
country that is party to its statute. The
Security Council or the UN can also refer
a situation to the ICC.
COMPLEMENTARITY: The court can only
act where state justice systems are
unable or unwilling to prosecute. It is
complementary to national criminal
justice systems.
OTHER COURTS: Ad hoc criminal
tribunals currently exist to prosecute
crimes in the former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda. A special "hybrid" UN-national
court operates in Sierra Leone.

WE MAY BE IN A POSITION 

TO DRAW FORTH THE IDEA OF

AN INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

SYSTEM AS A GUIDEPOST FOR

THE FUTURE;  A MEANS BY

WHICH TO ADDRESS THE

GLOBAL ATROCITIES IN THE

WORLD WITHOUT THE SELF-

RIGHTEOUS VICTOR’S JUSTICE

NOW ON DISPLAY IN IRAQ. 



CANADA’S MAN IN AMERICA|DI SPATCHES

DIPLOMAT AND INTERNATIONAL CANADA 17

I
n his past lives as corporate titan
and political leader, Canada’s new
ambassador to the United States
made a habit of tucking notes in
his pockets – small declarations of

discipline, reminders of principles that
ground him.
“Be optimistic,” Frank McKenna would
scribble to himself. Call home. Be deci-
sive. Eat right. Exercise.

“His to-do lists are a bulwark against
the pace of his life,” author Philip Lee ex-
plains in his biography, Frank: The Life and

Politics of Frank McKenna. “He is sucked
easily into the vortex of work until he is
whirling so fast that he loses sight of the
kind of man he aspires to be.”

As his nation’s man in Washington, 
a post he started this month, he will be
whirling. As a man of seemingly bound-
less energy and determination, he will 
be impatient to accomplish. As a man of
considerable political experience, he will
relish the high politics that marks every-
thing in Washington. As a veteran of the
corporate boardroom, he will bring busi-

ness savvy to a post often dominated by
trade issues.

“He is a no-nonsense type of guy. He
will walk into a room looking for solu-
tions – he never walks into a room look-
ing for problems,” says Donald Savoie, a
friend of the ambassador and a respected
public policy analyst.

“He’ll bring commitment and energy
to the job to a level that is not common at
all. I suspect people who work at the em-
bassy in Washington better gear up to
move onto the fast track because he will

Frank McKenna, long-time New Brunswick
premier, will now try his hand at diplomacy in
Canada’s most vaunted ambassadorial post.

Perfectly Frank
A former New Brunswick premier takes his direct style and a 16-hour-a-day work ethic to Washington.

By David Stonehouse
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push them – he will push them extremely
hard.”

Hard work has been a hallmark for Mr.
McKenna, who quickly built a national
profile for himself out of an ambitious and
reformist agenda as premier of New
Brunswick – a small and largely rural East
Coast province of about 725,000 people.

He swept into power in 1987 after an
election that witnessed his Liberal party
capturing the unheard of – all 58 seats in
the legislature – and governed for a dec-
ade. He worked tirelessly in office, often
arriving by 7 a.m. and staying until 11 p.m.

He aggressively pursued jobs for New
Brunswickers and stretched its resource-
dependent economy to include new sec-
tors revolving around technology. He
installed a call-centre industry that some
hailed as an effort to modernize the econ-
omy and bring pride to New Brunswick-
ers through the jobs it created. Others,
however, were critical, calling the call-
centre industry’s jobs transient and 
low-paying with conditions likened to
sweatshops. 

His outlook and brash persistence – he
would fly to Toronto and other corporate
centres often to meet with CEOs and
pitch job-creation in person – made him a
favourite among Canada’s business elite. 

He would give companies millions of
dollars to create jobs in his province, but
at the same time he was a determined
cost-cutter and he set about reforming
everything from health care to education
to welfare with an eye to saving money
and boosting efficiency.

Born in the tiny New Brunswick vil-
lage of Apohaqui to a poor pig-farming
family, Francis Joseph McKenna was
raised by a grandmother who instilled a
sense in him that he was destined for a
higher calling – either the priesthood or
politics.

“One of the things, I think, that drives
him to work so hard is that he always felt
like an imposter – that someone was go-
ing to blow the whistle on him and reveal
him to be just an ordinary guy and not
the super-politician that he appeared to
be,” Mr. Lee said after the biography was
published. “He was determined that he
was going to work harder than everyone
else – no one was going to be at the office
before he was, no one was going to know
more about the workings of government
than he was.”

When others in his government and
the Liberal party opposed free trade, he
supported the North American Free
Trade Agreement. And because of New

Brunswick’s reliance on cross-border in-
dustries like forestry, mining and fish-
eries, Mr. McKenna became well-versed
in trade issues.

He reluctantly stepped down as pre-
mier in 1997 – holding to a promise he
made to his wife that he would stay in the
job only for 10 years. 

Julie McKenna, a university sweetheart
who has been married to him now for
nearly 33 years, hails from a political fam-
ily that left her with a sour taste of the
consuming nature of politics. She treas-
ured her privacy, hated having to sched-
ule time with her husband through his
executive assistant and eschewed the tea-

party circuit. She essentially raised their
three children alone.

After retiring from the premier’s job,
Mr. McKenna settled into a life as a 
corporate lawyer, often working from 
a seaside home he had built on New
Brunswick’s southeast coast. 

In the fall of 1999 came a jolt: Julie
McKenna was diagnosed with breast can-
cer. “The fear was debilitating. I couldn’t
breathe. I didn’t hear what the doctor was
saying over the phone. I thought I was
going to die,” she recalled.

It was detected early and intensive
treatment was successful. But the scare
gave them both pause to ponder life. She
broke out of a cocoon of privacy to lend
her name to promote breast cancer aware-
ness and fundraising efforts and he
started reconsidering his priorities.

Though he settled into a quieter and
more comfortable life that gave him more

time for family and his golf game, deep
down he is a workaholic and could not
resist the innumerable opportunities that
floated his way. 

Big names in business like United 
Parcel Service, Bank of Montreal and 
Noranda brought him on as a corporate
director. He bought a small cabinet-mak-
ing enterprise to run as a family business.
Media conglomerate CanWest Global
Communications Corp. tapped him to be
its chairman.

And those who know him doubt he is
done with elected office. He is often
touted as a potential leader for the federal
Liberal party, a possibility for prime min-
ister.

Over the last several years, he has
wooed some of the biggest names in busi-
ness to Atlantic Canada, by convincing
former world leaders – Bill Clinton, Tony
Blair and George Bush Sr. – to come to
golf and speak at private networking
gatherings he’s hosted.

“If he has got something in mind, he
goes for it,” says Mr. Savoie. “He decided
on those people and went after them with
a sense of tenacity that would bowl over
a lot of people.”

And he will need that to be heard in
his new post. 

“Canada basically has no visibility 
in Washington, except amongst those 
directly working on U.S.-Canadian rela-
tions,” says Larry Birns, executive direc-
tor of the Council on Hemispheric Affairs,
which is based in the U.S. capital. 

Birns argued that his business connec-
tions may work against Mr. McKenna as
he tries to woo Democrats in Congress,
saying: “There is a distinct segment of the
Democratic party who feel that corporate
America has an inordinate influence –
disproportionate to it its numbers or its
strength – in policy-making.”

Allan Gotlieb, a former Canadian 
ambassador to the U.S., disagreed that
Mr. McKenna’s background could be a 
liability.

“Because the Congress is the centre of
so much lobbying, it is a kind of zoo as to
who gets priority,” says Mr. Gotlieb, who
had made no secret before Mr. McKenna’s
appointment of wanting a career diplo-
mat in the post. Still, he lauds the skills
the man brings. “I think that with his
background, personality and political
ease in dealing with people, he will be as-
set on [Capitol] Hill.” 

David Stonehouse is a writer who lives in
New Brunswick. 

BORN IN THE TINY NEW

BRUNSWICK VILLAGE OF

APOHAQUI TO A POOR 

PIG-FARMING FAMILY,  

FRANCIS JOSEPH MCKENNA

WAS RAISED BY A GRAND-

MOTHER WHO INSTILLED A

SENSE IN HIM THAT HE WAS

DESTINED FOR A HIGHER

CALLING – EITHER THE

PRIESTHOOD OR POLITICS.
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The appointment of Frank McKenna,
the former premier of New Brunswick,
as ambassador of Canada to the

United States has been warmly welcomed
across the country, a tribute to the regard
in which he is held nationally.

Familiar with the principal issues and
evolving trends in Canada-U.S. relations,
from his three consecutive terms as pre-
mier of his native province, his wide un-
derstanding of public policy and private
initiative has since been reinforced by his
more recent directorships in a range of
corporations including financial services,
communications, and natural resources.
His participation in the annual meetings
of the New England governors and East-
ern Canadian premiers has supplied ad-
ditional insights into what makes the
Canada-U.S. relationship virtually unique
in international relations. 

Sharing a continent presents a seem-
ingly endless range of questions, espe-
cially when one of the two countries is
currently the sole superpower. Canadians
– unlike Americans – understandably con-
centrate much of their diplomatic thinking
on cross-border issues, but Frank McKenna
will find in Washington an administration
now seeking new directions with that
emerging superpower, China, and the 
increasingly dynamic politics of India,
Russia and Brazil. If the United States is
somehow able to extricate itself from Iraq,
Mr. McKenna will presumably work with
an administration eager to refresh trans-
Atlantic ties, as well as review enhanced
roles for a reformed United Nations and a
faltering World Trade Organization. In
Washington, there are many voices, but he
should be able to make Canada’s heard by
building upon our long commitment to
multilateral diplomacy. 

On bilateral questions, Mr. McKenna
knows from his many years of collabora-
tion with state governors that even in the
highest reaches of Washington, “all poli-
tics is local”, requiring continuing contact
with senators and congressmen through
Canada’s multitude of consulates in

every region of the country. 
Mr. McKenna will find that the search

for a new equilibrium in bilateral rela-
tions will – at least for Canada’s part – 
reflect the fact that in social values,
broadly speaking, Canadians have felt
increasing divergencies from Americans.
Such divergent thinking is reflected in
environmental priorities, to take but one
example, but Mr. McKenna’s long tenure

as premier will have given him useful in-
sights into differing policies. On matters
military, the new ambassador will proba-
bly find that people, on either side of the
border,  don't  deem it  neccesary for
Canada to identify its contribution, or
lack thereof, to the U.S. missile defence
system in the short term. Trade and in-
vestment for the most part goes forward
smoothly, although the use by the United

States of so-called trade remedies – the
central flaw in the Free-Trade Agreement
– will need the same vigilance that his
predecessors have displayed and with
which he was familiar in the case of U.S.
complaints about exports originating in
New Brunswick. Equally, border regula-
tion will be well known to a former pre-
mier knowledgeable about the direct
interest of U.S. as well as Canadian cor-
porations in the unhindered flow of the
massive volume of cross-border ship-
ments (which to a significant degree are
intra-company transfers). The United
States imports more oil and petroleum
products from Canada than any other
country, another area of shared interest in
cross-border facilitation. 

Mr. McKenna will understand that an
incremental approach rather than some
“grand design” is the most promising
route in ensuring the mutual recognition
of the benefits of NAFTA. There is no real
interest either north or south of the 49th
parallel, in any attempt to adopt the polit-
ical imperative of the European Union by
seeking, for example, a common market
or customs union. Further, the incremen-
tal approach familiar to Mr. McKenna in
domestic policy formulation, will warn
him off that beguiling but ultimately one-
sided concept of harmonization. 

An earlier premier of New Brunswick,
Sir Douglas Hazen, came close to being
Canada’s first representative in Washing-
ton, but the exigencies of the First World
War prevented his appointment as “high
commissioner” in the United States. Now
we shall see how able a successor Mr.
McKenna can be in filling that role in
which the close friendship and support of
the prime minister – which he certainly
has – can play a major part in Canadian
public policy. 

Roy MacLaren was minister of interna-
tional trade from 1993-1996 and Canada’s
High Commissioner to the United Kingdom
from 1996-2000.  He chairs the Canadian 
Institute of International Affairs.

Frank McKenna’s challenge as
Canada’s foremost envoy
By Roy MacLaren

ON BILATERAL QUESTIONS,  

MR.  MCKENNA KNOWS FROM

HIS MANY YEARS OF 

COLLABORATION WITH STATE 

GOVERNORS THAT

EVEN IN THE HIGHEST REACHES

OF WASHINGTON, 

“ALL POLITICS IS  LOCAL”

Frank McKenna may find missile defence isn’t the
hot-button issue it appears to be in Canada, writes
former Liberal cabinet minister Roy MacLaren. 
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China matters to Canada – more
with each passing day. Chinese
production and U.S. consump-
tion are the twin engines of the

global economy. China now rivals Japan
as Canada’s second-largest trading part-
ner, with a goal of quadrupling trade by
2010.

Paul Martin went to China for a few
d a y s  l a s t  m o n t h  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  
standard language of diplomacy was
produced. I agree that such periodic
meetings between national leaders are
important. They are tools that can create
deadlines and a sense of urgency among
officials engaged in floundering negotia-
tions. They can also be catalysts for new
lines of inquiry and new directions. 

But this kind of visit is worthwhile
only provided there is sustained follow-
up and purpose. The track record does
not foster much confidence. A former
Liberal Prime Minister, Jean Chrétien,
visited China more than 10 years ago
with a huge Team Canada mission along
with every provincial premier. Yet, a
decade later, his successor went back to
China with Canada still lagging far be-
hind our competitors in seizing the po-
tential of China and market share. 

For example, in the past four years,
China’s GDP has expanded by 40 per
cent but Canada’s exports have only
risen by 17 per cent. The Americans and
Australians have increased their exports
by three times that rate, and the Japanese
four times.

On another front, there are more
Canadian trade commissioners assigned
to traditional markets in Europe, and
based in London and Paris combined,
than to the land of expanding opportu-
nity that is China. 

There is a long list of important issues
in Canada’s relationship with China, in-
cluding human rights concerns. There
are international fora in which to deal
with the latter, where Canada must play
an active role. From that long list, here is
a selection of six specific goals that

Canada needs to pursue in developing a
balanced and mutually advantageous
trade relationship with China.

A continuing expansion in two-way
Canada-China trade and investment is
good for the prosperity of both coun-
tries, but the time has long come to nail
down a reciprocal investment agree-
ment containing mutual standards, firm
guarantees and a reduction in regula-
tory and other obstacles in China that
impede the provision of services in sec-
tors where Canadian firms excel; more
than 100 other countries have some
form of investment protection agree-
ment with China, but Canada still does
not have one.

China has enacted recent liberalization
measures in such sectors as financial
services, and the prime minister offered
an “ambitious program of technical assis-
tance” to help China meet its WTO acces-
sion commitments, but the Government
of Canada must work to ensure that

these liberalization laws and regulations
are enforced on the ground, particularly
the measures relating to intellectual
property rights, piracy and counterfeit
goods.

China’s decision to impose an export
tax on textile and apparel shipments to
prevent a disruptive import surge into
North American markets is welcome; at
the same time, we need to leave no doubt
about our intention to keep a close eye
on textile and apparel imports and to ex-
ercise our negotiated right to impose
safeguards in the event of serious injury
to Canadian producers.

The prime minister  must  secure
China’s assurance that its recently an-
nounced free trade negotiation with the
10 ASEAN nations, once negotiated,
will surpass the WTO test for a prefer-
ential free trade area, and will not dis-
criminate against Canada and other
WTO signatories.

Both countries must treat national
regulations governing GMO products 
as science-based and not arbitrary and
disguised restrictions on trade; this is im-
portant to Canadian canola oil produc-
ers, and, given China’s growing expertise
in biotechnology, to China’s rice farmers
as well.

Finally, the prime minister resolved on
Jan. 20, “to address the problem of global
warming” in cooperation with China.
That country is poised to replace the U.S.
as the world’s largest emitter of green-
house gases in the next decade, so he
must follow up those words with action
that leads to a long-term approach to
global warming that involves all coun-
tries, including China, and all green-
house gases.

These benchmark issues are litmus
tests of the ability to grow the relation-
ship with China in a smart way. All 
require attention and follow-up with
dedicated resources.

Belinda Stronach is the Conservative
party’s trade critic. 

Don’t Squander Trade Chances
with Emerging China
By Belinda Stronach

…MORE THAN 100 OTHER COUNTRIES

HAVE SOME FORM OF INVESTMENT 

PROTECTION AGREEMENT WITH CHINA,

BUT CANADA STILL DOES NOT HAVE ONE.
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Last month, I travelled with business
people and delegates from across
the country to China on the biggest
trade mission led by a trade minis-

ter. During our visits to Shanghai, Beijing
and Hong Kong, business leaders, citizens
and political leaders met with Canadians
to develop new relationships and gain a
better understanding of each other. 

I am pleased to report that we achieved
great success. Canadian and Chinese com-
panies signed more than 100 agreements
and forged countless relationships. Such
ventures, as well as the interest shown by
the 376 Canadian business leaders and
delegates who joined me in this mission,
demonstrate growing private sector
awareness within Canada of the signifi-
cant opportunities that China’s economy
offers.

Chinese industries are moving rapidly
up the value chain, especially in the man-
ufacturing sector. More and more Cana-
dian companies  and organizat ions
understand the need to participate in this
transformation and are doing business in
China. Canadian companies and govern-
ment see that the train is leaving the sta-
tion and they want to catch it. In today’s
interdependent world, China’s continued
success is vital to our continued success.
Canadian companies have to start think-
ing about a China business plan, or better
yet, have one in hand. 

The breadth of Canadian industries
represented on the trade mission, includ-
ing agri-food, energy, mining services, fi-
nancial services, education, information
and communications technology, and
transportation, clearly shows our excellent
commercial relations have plenty of room
to grow. Indeed, in recognizing the impor-
tance of our trading relationship, Canada
and China have committed to quadru-
pling trade by 2010. 

There is no doubt Canada has begun to
take action. China is Canada’s second-
largest single-nation trading partner. In
the first 11 months of 2004, bilateral trade
between Canada and China increased by

31 per cent to reach $28 billion. In terms of
exports, growth was an exceptional 41.9
per cent to $6.0 billion over the first eleven
months of 2004, compared to the same pe-
riod in 2003. Imports from China in-
creased by 28.5 per cent in the first 11
months of 2004 to reach $22 billion.

China is important to us for many rea-
sons. As a nation which depends heavily
on international trade, we are attracted by
China’s rising incomes, rapid industrial
expansion and increasing openness and
market orientation. To remain competi-
tive, we are helping our companies inte-
grate rapidly into the complex global
production chains that China both hosts
and in which it participates. 

As a nation of 32 million people, we
need an ambitious immigration program
to help maintain an innovative and edu-
cated workforce. Since 1998, China has
been the largest source of new permanent
settlers in Canada. Our country is much
richer for the contributions made every
day by more than one million Chinese-

Canadians. In fact, one in every 32 Canadi-
ans is of Chinese origin and Chinese is the
third most spoken language in Canada.

Canada is also important to China.
From Norman Bethune to Prime Minis-
ters Pierre Trudeau, Jean Chrétien and
Paul Martin, Canada has been a tireless
proponent of China’s global engagement.
We have worked with China on a broad
range of political, economic and develop-
ment issues and have contributed to ma-
jor infrastructure projects, including the
installation of two Canadian CANDU nu-
clear reactors in Quinshan as well as
work on the Three Gorges Dam. In addi-
tion, Canada provides China with access
to the world’s largest market through the
North American Free Trade Agreement. 

While there is some bilateral invest-
ment between both countries, there 
is enormous untapped potential. As 
minister of international trade, it is my 
responsibility to help put in place an
infrastructure that will galvanize com-
mercial flows between both countries.
That’s why Canada and China are work-
ing on a foreign investment protection
agreement, enhancing air service between
both countries, and deepening our co-op-
eration in the natural resource and energy
field.

Canada has the technology and re-
sources to help China achieve its eco-
nomic destiny and, as our past indicates,
we have every intention of being a partner
in the future. With a superior healthcare
system, stable competitive financial sector,
world-class communications and trans-
portation infrastructure, and abundant
natural resources, Canada is an excellent
investment destination.

It is clear that our two nations offer a
wealth of opportunity to the world. From
the economic dynamism of China, to the
strength and stability of Canadian econ-
omy and business, our two countries can
provide a vibrant partnership to benefit
citizens of both nations. 

Jim Peterson is Canada’s minister of trade. 

It’s Time to Tap China’s 
Enormous Potential
By Jim Peterson

CHINESE INDUSTRIES ARE MOVING 

RAPIDLY UP THE VALUE CHAIN, ESPECIALLY

IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR.



T
he continuing reconfiguration
of national and political bound-
aries and alliances is a surpris-
ing feature of our times. In the
light of history, it was only a

moment or two ago when everyone
thought the world would soon be neatly
divided into distinct and sovereign coun-
tries. And these countries were expected
to look increasingly similar as moderniza-
tion slowly but surely swept over the
globe. Did anyone predict that the early
21st century would be characterized by
competing forces of globalism drawing
people together on the one hand, and
profound cultural, religious and political
forces driving us into separate, some-
times hostile camps on the other?

The month of March provides an occa-
sion to reflect on such questions as we
celebrate Commonwealth Day and La
Journee Internationale de la Francophonie.
Both represent the forces that try to draw
the world together while preserving local
identities.

Canada is one of a handful of countries
in both associations, and here the word
Commonwealth still conjures up images
of British imperialism despite the fact that
national self-determination is one of the
pillars that now support the organization.
The notion of the Francophonie cur-
rently resonates much better in Canada
although efforts to bolster the French lan-
guage certainly do not generate enthusi-
asm from sea to sea to sea. What often
gets overlooked is that both organizations
have changed in keeping with the chang-
ing times, and their priorities now con-
verge in many ways. The key difference
remains language. English is the sole
working language of the Commonwealth
while the promotion of French is a prior-
ity for the Francophonie.

What is perhaps most surprising about
current geo-political reconfigurations is
that they are underpinned by opposing
rationales, one view favouring integra-

tion as a way to achieve national objec-
tives, the other separation. For example,
the emergence of the European Union re-
flected the increasing conviction that eco-
nomic  growth depended upon the
integration of neighbouring national

economies. Not that long ago, the cre-
ation of specific national currencies (and
then passports and so on) was seen as es-
sential to sovereignty. 

This belief has largely given way to a
new confidence that national identity
does not depend on such trappings. But
at the same time as the EU was offering a
new model of continental integration, the
rationale of separation underpinned the
creation of new European countries that
clearly prized their ethnic, cultural and
linguistic heritage. One conclusion might
be that economic forces now propel soci-
eties toward international unions while

socio-cultural preoccupations can drive
them apart. These competing forces ex-
plain why the increasing use of English as
the working language of the EU is now
raising profound questions about per-
sonal and collective identity.

The examples of the Commonwealth
and the Francophonie offer a different
way to think about how historic ties and
identities might lead to an improved
quality of life. The dropping of “British”
from the Commonwealth’s official name
following India and Pakistan’s independ-
ence in 1947 was part of a shift that de-
centered London in favour of former
colonies that spoke of freedom and equal-
ity, and paid little heed to the original
British connection. 

Among the Commonwealth’s 53 mem-
bers (and the organization does have 
its share of strange friends – it’s hard 
to imagine the similarities between 
Pakistan and Australia; Gambia and
Grenada), Mozambique became the first
without historic ties to Britain to join in
1995 and francophone Cameroon fol-
lowed soon thereafter. Talk is mostly
about democracy, human rights, and so-
cial development, and it’s no surprise
that Commonwealth Day 2005 has the
slogan “Education – creating opportunity,
realizing potential.”

The social and cultural objectives of
the Commonwealth are similar to some
of the ambitions of the Francophonie
with the exception of language. From 
its early days in 1970, the centre of 
the Francophonie was in the former 
French colonies and the association now
includes more than 63 countries and gov-
ernments on five continents. Like their
Commonwealth counterparts, the mem-
bers of L’agence Internationale de la Fran-
cophonie emphasize the importance of
teaching and research as well as democ-
racy, peace and human rights. However,
not only are the members of the Fran-
cophonie explicitly linked by their use of
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A Global Paradox
As Canada celebrates Commonwealth Day and la Journee Internationale de la Francophonie, Chad Gaffield
ponders the relevance and importance of the two organizations while member states weigh the benefits of 
economic integration against the desire for cultural sovereignty 
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NATIONAL OBJECTIVES,

THE OTHER SEPARATION. 
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the French language, they are also com-
mitted to its preservation and promotion.
In his message concerning this year’s cel-
ebrations, the secretary general of the or-
ganisation, Abdou Diouf emphasizes
“toute la richesse de la diversité de nos
cultures….” (translation: all the richness
of our diverse cultures.)

In the late 19th century, some ob-
servers in Canada agreed with a common
prediction that English was becoming the
language of the world through its role in
international commerce. By the mid-20th
century, dreams of the future took this

sentiment further in predicting that
everything from fertility rates to social
structures were converging on trails
blazed by western societies. In this view,
a global culture was emerging as societies
around the world increasingly pursued
similar objectives “our (western) way.” 

The experience of recent decades has
called such predictions into question, and
the daily news offers stark reminders
about the vast differences in cultures and
economies around the world despite con-
tinued noise about the power of global-
ization. Commonwealth Day and La

Journee Internationale de la Francophonie
could prompt us to think about how we
see differences such as those of language
and culture relating to values that we
view as universal, and why we think the
world’s experiment in diversity versus
globalism will – or will not – lead to
democracy, human rights and peace
worldwide. 

Chad Gaffield is a history professor at the
University of Ottawa and the 2004 recipient
of the J.B. Tyrrell Historical Medal given every
two years by the Royal Society of Canada. 
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In Defence of the 
Commonwealth
By David Reddaway

Every March, people
in the member states
of  the  Common-
wealth celebrate
Commonwealth Day.
But does the Com-
monwealth do any
good for anyone?
Does it make a dif-
ference? 

Some argue that the Commonwealth is
an anachronism from Britain’s colonial
past, with little relevance to the modern
millennium; a talking shop that doesn’t
deliver any real benefits. Have they got a
point? I don’t think they do. Nor, clearly,
do all the governments who choose to

continue to be members: 53 countries
covering vast areas of the globe, from
Africa to Asia, from the Pacific to the
Caribbean, from Europe to North Amer-
ica; 1.8 billion people – nearly 30 per cent
of the world’s inhabitants - with popula-
tions of member countries ranging from
India with more than one billion, to Tu-
valu with just over 11,000. The Common-
wealth is a voluntary association of
independent states who think it’s in their
interests to be members and who see the
organization as a force for good. And to-
day’s Commonwealth doesn’t  have
“British” in its terms of reference, even if
it did emerge from an increasingly distant
imperial past. 

It is on this basis that the Common-
wealth has demonstrated its resilience
and relevance, evolving all the time as a
modern, innovative body whose mem-
bers work collectively to improve the
quality of people’s lives worldwide. They
work to foster democracy; and to pro-
mote human rights. 

Of course we’ve had disagreements
and divisions – that’s inevitable in any
family. We’ll almost certainly have more.
But we stick together as a group because
we share a belief that the challenges that
face all  nations today, among them
poverty, climate change, HIV/AIDS and
terrorism, can best be tackled through in-
ternational co-operation, and because we
believe that the Commonwealth, talking
and working together, can play a valuable
part in this effort.

So, Commonwealth representatives
meet regularly to discuss how best to
make progress on this agenda which, in
real terms, means how to change people’s
lives for the better. The Commonwealth
can bring a unique perspective to that ef-
fort, drawing together people from big
and small countries (60 per cent of its
members are small states), from the de-
veloped and developing world, and from
land-locked countries and island states.
The Commonwealth draws strength from
the fact that we are joined together by a
shared history and common working lan-
guage, similar systems of law, public ad-
ministration and education, and shared
values. Also noteworthy is that every
member, regardless of size or wealth, has
an equal voice in discussion and decision-
making. 

The Commonwealth is like a painting
of strong, vibrant colours, full of dy-
namism and diversity. The challenge is
how best  to  tap and channel  these
strengths.

To meet this challenge, each year the
Commonwealth chooses a theme on
which to focus. This year, education is the
theme. There are nearly 75 million chil-
dren in the Commonwealth who lack ac-
cess to basic education. These children
clearly need schooling to make the most

of their opportunities. Education will
help safeguard the vulnerable. It will
raise awareness of democratic values and
social justice. As a leading Common-
wealth educator has said: “If we continue
to leave vast sections of the people of the
world outside the orbit of education, we
make the world not only less just, but
also less secure”. Difficult to argue with
that. And good, from a Canada-based
viewpoint, to see the important work 
being done by the Vancouver-based
“Commonwealth of Learning” to raise
education standards across its member
countries. 

So, we are right to celebrate Common-
wealth Day. The Commonwealth is a
force for good. Its members should not be
shy about making full use of it to help
build a stronger international community
and a more secure, just and prosperous
world.    

David Reddaway is the British High
Commissioner. 

The Francophonie
does more than 
promote French
By Daniel Jouanneau

On March 20, inter-
national day of the
Francophonie, we
will be celebrating
our language and
the ties that bind
120 million fran-
cophones around
the world. 

The Francopho-
nie brings together countries that share
French as a common language – 53 mem-
ber and associate States and 10 observers.
Policy decisions take place at the sum-
mits, which occur every two years, and
gather together the heads of state and
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ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT STATES

WHO THINK IT ’S IN THEIR INTERESTS 

TO BE MEMBERS AND WHO SEE THE 

ORGANIZATION AS A FORCE FOR GOOD.
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government. The IOF is run by a secre-
tary-general who is elected by the heads
of state and government. A ministerial
conference takes place each year, and the
High Council of Francophonie sits per-
manently as consultative body. 

From the beginning, the governments
of Canada, Québec and New Brunswick
have played an active role within the IOF.

Originally built around a linguistic de-
nominator with various cultures, the
Francophonie was the first international
organization to forge the concept of cul-
tural diversity. In less than 10 years, it has
become a useful and necessary player on
the global stage. Recently, it has discov-
ered new ambitions and expanded its
mission to promote democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law.

The Francophonie plays, henceforth,
an important political role in promoting
peace, in keeping close contact with the

United Nations, the African Union, and
other regional organizations, in processes
of mediation and conflict resolution. It
also offers support for free elections.

In more recent years, the organization
has placed development at the heart of its
action. Without being an international fi-
nancial institution, it can be a catalyst and
a lever, in particular by helping its mem-
bers access international financing.

As it gains influence and an effective
plan of action, the Francophonie needs to
look ahead. That is why, during the last
summit, it adopted a strategic 10-year
plan, that will allow it to play a greater
role in the debates of our time.

The year 2005 will be decisive. The
next G8 summit, in Gleneagles, under the
British presidency, should give a boost to
the New Partnership for Africa’s Devel-
opment (NEPAD), and to the fight against
climate change. Heads of state and gov-
ernment the world over will meet in Sep-
tember in New York to draw up a first
assessment of the accomplishment of the
Millennium Development Goals and
complete the United Nations reform. We

also expect negotiations for a new Con-
vention on Cultural Diversity to be com-
pleted before the end of the year. In
addition, next December, the WTO Minis-
ters will be in Hong Kong for the final
phase of the Doha round. 

In a divided world, the Francophonie
brings together, through a common lan-
guage and shared values, countries from
the five continents and from all levels of

development. It is a privileged forum
for exchanges and co-operation on the
great questions of today’s world. It car-
ries in that an ideal and a hope. Through
dialogue, friendship and respect for
each one’s diversity, it contributes to
more justice and more solidarity in our
world.

Daniel Jouanneau is the French Ambassador.

COMMONWEALTH AND FRANCOPHONIE|DI SPATCHES

DIPLOMAT AND INTERNATIONAL CANADA 25

COMMONWEALTH

Antigua and
Barbuda 

Australia 

Bahamas 

Bangladesh

Barbados 

Belize

Botswana 

Brunei Darussalam

Cameroon 

Canada 

Cyprus

Dominica 

Fiji Islands 

Gambia

Ghana 

Grenada

Guyana

India

Jamaica

Kenya

Kiribati

Lesotho

Malawi

Malaysia

Maldives

Malta

Mauritius

Mozambique

Namibia

Nauru

New Zealand

Nigeria

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

St. Kitts and Nevis

St. Lucia

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines 

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Solomon Islands

South Africa

Sri Lanka

Swaziland

Tanzania

Tonga

Trinidad and
Tobago

Tuvalu

Uganda

United Kingdom

Vanuatu

Western Samoa

Zambia

LA 

FRANCOPHONIE

Belgium

Benin

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cambodia

Cameroon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Comoros

Congo

Côte d’Ivoire

Democratic
Republic of Congo

Djibouti

Dominica

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

France

French Community
of Belgium

Gabon

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Haiti

Laos

Lebanon

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Mali

Morocco

Mauritania

Mauritius

Moldova

Monaco

Niger

Romania

Rwanda

Sao Tome and

Principe

Senegal

Seychelles

St. Lucia

Switzerland

Togo

Tunisia

Vanuatu

Vietnam

ASSOCIATES

Albania

Andorra

Macedonia

Greece

OBSERVERS

Armenia

Austria

Croatia

Czech Republic

Georgia

Hungary

Lituania

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia

PARTICIPANT

GOVERNMENTS

New Brunswick,
Canada

Quebec, Canada

ORIGINALLY BUILT AROUND A 

LINGUISTIC DENOMINATOR WITH 

VARIOUS CULTURES,  THE FRANCOPHONIE 

WAS THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION TO FORGE THE CONCEPT

OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY.  

GLOBAL VILLAGES
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While interparliamentary rela-
tions have always been an inte-
gral part of the work of the

Parliament of Canada, they have been
given heightened importance and profile
now thanks to the increased interdepend-
ence of nations in our global environ-
ment. As speakers, we are most often
seen presiding over deliberations in our
respective chambers or playing a role in
the administration of our houses. What is
perhaps less well known is the role we
play in fostering diplomatic relations
with other parliaments and countries. 

Parliamentary diplomacy is an impor-
tant complement to the diplomatic initia-
tives undertaken by the executive branch
(the government) in our federal political
system. It will receive even more atten-
tion now that we find ourselves in our
first minority parliament situation since
1979. What follows is a brief description
of how we as speakers — and all senators
and MPs — contribute to interparliamen-
tary relations, specifically the promotion
of democracy, good governance and of
the Canadian parliamentary system on
the international scene.

Parliamentary Associations and Interpar-
liamentary Groups: Canada’s international
parliamentary relations are carried out in
part through parliamentary associations
and interparliamentary groups. Though
their activities and objectives may vary,
the 12 associations to which the Parlia-
ment of Canada belongs, share similar
characteristics. They promote the coun-
try’s interests abroad on a continuing ba-
sis, operate on multilateral and bilateral
levels, and are composed of members of
the Senate and of the House of Com-
mons. 

Members meet regularly. At annual
meetings they elect executive committees
to coordinate and direct activities with
their bilateral counterparts, or with the
international secretariats of the multilat-
eral organizations to which they belong.
Each association has a secretary responsi-
ble for its day-to-day operations.

The Joint Interparliamentary Council
(JIC) is responsible for determining budg-
ets and administrative policy relating to
parliamentary associations. Specifically,
the council determines the level of fund-
ing to be distributed within the limits of
the total allotments approved by the ap-
propriate Senate and House of Commons
committees.

In addition to 12 parliamentary associ-
ations, there are four official interparlia-
mentary  groups ,  and  a  number  o f
unofficial ones, that operate within the
Canadian parliament. These groups aim
to strengthen relations between Canadian
parliamentarians and those in the coun-
tries concerned and to foster mutual co-
operation and understanding between

nations. These groups organize meetings
and working luncheons for their mem-
bers and, from time to time, welcome 
parliamentarians or officials from the 
different countries involved. Interparlia-
mentary groups receive no funding. Their
sole source of revenue is the membership
fees they receive from individual parlia-
mentarians.

Parliamentary Exchanges: The Parlia-
ment of Canada establishes and main-
tains relations with other parliaments,
ranging from the simple exchange of in-
formation to formal visits conducted on a
reciprocal basis. Such “parliamentary ex-
changes” enhance ties with other coun-
tries and facilitate exchanges of ideas,
values, knowledge and experience. Par-
liamentary exchanges include our visits
abroad as speakers of the Senate and the
House of Commons, as well as visits to
Canada by our foreign counterparts.

More specifically, an official visit can
be described as a visit by a speaker-led
foreign delegation officially invited by the
speaker of the Senate and the speaker of
the House of Commons. Official out-go-
ing visits are initiated by an invitation 
of a speaker from another parliament.
The result will be one of us leading a del-

The increasing role of 
parliamentary diplomacy 
By Dan Hays and Peter Milliken 

Peter Milliken, Speaker of the House of Commons Dan Hays, Speaker of the Senate of Canada

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY IS 

AN IMPORTANT COMPLEMENT TO THE

DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES UNDERTAKEN

BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH (THE 

GOVERNMENT) IN OUR FEDERAL 

POLITICAL SYSTEM. IT  WILL RECEIVE

EVEN MORE ATTENTION NOW THAT WE

FIND OURSELVES IN OUR FIRST MINORITY
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egation of Canadian parliamentarians
abroad. Such delegations are made up of
members representing all political parties
recognized in the chamber of the speaker
leading the delegation, a key considera-
tion in a minority government.

Parliamentary exchanges also include
symposiums on the Canadian parliamen-
tary system for senior officials from other
parliaments around the world. For exam-
ple, the Parliamentary Officers’ Study
Program is an opportunity for senior staff
from other parliaments and Canadian
provincial and territorial legislatures to
learn about the Parliament of Canada. In
this seminar, the three partners of the Par-
liament of Canada (the Senate, the House
of Commons and the Library of Parlia-
ment) offer participants a chance to ob-
serve, discuss and exchange views with
senior Canadian parliamentary officials
on the various procedural, administrative
and research services provided to parlia-
mentarians. Held in English or French,
the program comprises presentations,
question-and-answer periods, opportuni-
ties to network, as well as site visits. The
seminar is offered twice a year, in the
spring and fall, over the course of nine
working days. 

Protocol Events: Courtesy calls to am-
bassadors and other foreign dignitaries
allow us to participate personally on the
diplomatic scene. These meetings can be
highly effective given their intimate and
confidential nature. They differ from an-
other activity that we greatly enjoy: the
annual receptions we host for the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps. These events
afford an opportunity to all participants
to network while learning more about
Canada and our parliamentary system.

Other protocol-related activities in-
clude official events held on Parliament
Hill, including welcoming of foreign
heads of state and government or other
senior parliamentary dignitaries; ad-
dresses to parliament by visiting head of
state; ceremonies recognizing special
events and arranging for all other special
high-level parliamentary events. 

Parliamentary Conferences: These are an
excellent mechanism for a large number
of parliamentarians to meet and exchange
ideas. The Parliament of Canada regu-
larly hosts such gatherings. For example,
in the fall of 2004, Canada hosted the 50th
Annual Conference of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association. This
conference, for which Ottawa, Quebec

City and Toronto shared hosting duties,
welcomed more than 600 delegates. 

Given Canada’s history as well as its
geographic location, international affairs
are conducted on a number of fronts: the
Commonwealth, Francophonie, NATO,
through traditional links with Europe and
with the United States, but increasingly
with Mexico, Central and South America,
the Asia-Pacific region and Africa. It is
not surprising that like us, parliamentari-
ans are equally active in these areas and
share our hope that these activities will
continue to flourish in the future. 

The initiatives outlined above are sup-
ported by the International and Interpar-
liamentary Affairs Directorate of the
Parliament of Canada. 

Dan Hays is Speaker of the Senate of
Canada. Peter Milliken is Speaker of the
House of Commons. 

For more information, consult the new
links that are now part of the
parliamentary website at
www.parl.gc.ca. Alternatively, email
IIAD@parl.gc.ca or phone (613) 943-5959.
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Culture is a springboard for all other
co-operation between countries,
explains Moroccan Ambassador

Mohamed Tangi as he offers mint tea and
a tour of the art he’s brought from Mo-
rocco to hang in his Aylmer home. In ad-
dition to the handful of paintings from
his personal collection, he shows some
works that belong to his government and
that stay in the residence. 

But the one he likes best is his own, a
painting by a woman he says will some-
day be internationally recognized. The
artist goes by one name, Meftaha, and in
this creation five women sit on traditional
Moroccan cushioned benches, each play-
ing an instrument. 

“My wife and I come from a small 
city in Morocco called Tetouan, on the
Mediterranean coast and this city has the
country’s first national school of fine arts.
It’s also one of a few cities that has a 
music conservatory,” Mr. Tangi explains.
“And, it was the first city to have an all-
ladies orchestra. 

“It’s called the Tetouan Ladies Orches-
tra and these ladies are part of it,” he
says, pointing to the painting. 

Mr. Tangi favours it partly because it
shows professional female musicians,
colourfully dressed and seemingly happy.
Two play the violin, holding it upright on
their legs, treating it as a lap-cello. One
plays the lute while another plays a 
“tar,” an instrument that resembles a
tambourine. The fifth lady plays the 

derbouka, a conga-like drum, tucked un-
der the arm and beat with the other hand. 

“Since September 11, people have spo-
ken about the clash of civilizations and
cultures and some propagate the idea that
in Islam, women are oppressed, that it
condemns music and that any artistic ex-
pression is forbidden,” he said. “But by
showing this painting, I bring proof that
all this is wrong.” 

In the permanent collection, works by
Farid Belkahia, who paints on sheepskin
using natural products such as henna and
charcoal, would fetch a fortune. Lassan El
Glaoui is another star. A diplomat before he
picked up the paintbrush, his paintings of
Arabian horses and horsemen are sought
the world over. The residence has two. 

As he talks about his country’s culture,
Mr. Tangi pulls out a book called Art and

Diplomacy. He finds it amusing that he’s
being profiled in a similarly titled feature,
The Art of Diplomacy. “I think we might
have to sue,” he says with a laugh. 

The book, produced by his country’s
current foreign minister, is a compilation
of paintings involving diplomats. It in-
cludes, for example, a painting by a Brit
named Seymour Lucas, which depicts
Moroccan ambassador Mehdi M’Nebhi,
presenting his credentials to King Ed-
ward XII. 

Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat. 
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Introducing the Tetouan Ladies Orchestra
By Jennifer Campbell

Moroccan Ambassador Mohamed Tangi says culture can be a vehicle for other forms of co-operation 
between countries. 
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…conditions are such that one
could easily dust three times a
day.” This comment from a

factsheet about Cairo drained the excite-
ment from our nine- and 11-year-old
daughters’ faces. Understandably so:
They were responsible for all the dusting
in our home at that time.

Our two-year posting to Egypt, be-
tween 1979 and 1981, was our favourite
“family” post. It was where we first ex-
perienced the hypnotic charm of the
Middle East which seems to accumulate
in one’s soul, never to be forgotten. We
can still feel the Egyptian sand between
our toes. We long to take another ride on
the sometimes cranky camels at the
Pyramids, smell the spices, peruse the
leather and incense of the Khan Khalili
Bazaar, taste the pungent Arabic coffee
or mint tea, see the majestic Nile dotted
with elegant feluccas and hear the echo-
ing call to prayers from the graceful
minaret of the local mosque ringing
through spaces super-saturated with
buildings, people, donkeys, sheep, goats
and traffic. For us, Cairo is still nothing
short of a mysterious and infatuating
ether suspended in an exotic mix reflect-
ing modern life while offering remnants
of the Pharaonic era.

There was so much that fascinated us –
the continued use of traditional forms of
dress, pottery, woodwork, modes of
transportation, the wearing of numerous
gold bangles even by the poorest. 

And then there was the food. Here, we
first tasted mango, pomegranate, persim-
mon and okra. In an “alley” restaurant
equipped with simple picnic tables, we
discovered delicious Arabic dishes – baba
ghanoush, tahini, tabbouleh, falafel. Usu-
ally, we had little room left for the fra-
grantly spiced grilled lamb kebabs,
chicken, shrimp or fish, all piled high on
an extravagant bed of flat-leaf parsley.
However, no-one could resist the deca-
dently creamy Um Ali (“Mother of Ali”)
dessert. 

Pigeon was a delicacy. The birds were
raised in palatial pigeon apartment tow-
ers for both their meat and their drop-
pings – a natural and valuable fertilizer
for the vegetable patch.

No matter where we ate in Egypt, we
encountered tasty local flatbread. Heavy

subsidies made the
b re a d ,  d i s t r i b u t e d
through neighbour-
hood kiosks, incredi-
b ly  inexpens ive .  A
c h a p  o n  a  b i c y c l e ,
wearing a flowing gal-
abiah, supplied our
kiosk. With one hand
on the handlebars, he

used his other hand to balance a pyramid
of bread arranged on a door-sized plat-
form. When the inevitable mishap oc-
curred, he would simply pick up the
bread from the sandy street and continue
on his way. 

Despite having five very productive
mango trees in our garden, the first year
we only tasted the ripened fruit pur-
chased on the local market. Our gardener,
an aspiring entrepreneur, had convinced
us that as our mangoes ripened they fell
to the ground and were quickly infested
with worms. His story worked until one
day I came upon him selling bushels of
mangoes to the very shop where I made
my purchases. 

We didn’t have any date trees, but
fresh dates were also available at this
same shop. To my husband’s delight,
olives came in a dozen varieties, sizes and
colours, ready to be ladled out of huge
wooden barrels.

When it came to cooking, I dreaded us-
ing and changing the beaten-up gas bot-
tles. They also had a tendency of running
out in the middle of a dinner party. One
night when Larry was away, the gentle
whistle of a leaking gas bottle actually
awoke me. Terrified, I ran down our
street to get a friend to help me carry the
bottle into the garden, open the valve and
let the gas escape. The next day, our
Egyptian cleaning lady assured me that
she had always checked the incoming gas
bottles for leaks. Puzzled, I asked her
how. “With a lit match” was her confident
reply. I promptly put an end to that well-
intended but dangerous technique.

Egypt’s mangoes and dates inspired
me to create the following recipes. Enjoy. 

Margaret Dickenson hosts “Margaret’s
Sense of Occasion, a Rogers TV series which
airs in September. 
(www.margaretsenseofoccasion.com)

MACADAMIA MANGO SOUP

This is a wonderful, thick soup with true
mango flavour. My secret is the strategic
additions of heavy cream, white wine,
pear liqueur, orange juice, ginger in syrup
and coconut extract; but it is the soft
crunch of chopped macadamia nuts
which makes the soup exquisite. It may
be served as part of a lunch or dinner
menu. When served in shot glasses or
tiny cups (e.g., sake cups), it becomes a
perfect canapé soup for receptions. Makes
about 2 3/4 cups (700 mL) or almost six
half-cup (125 mL) servings.

1 1/2 cups (375 mL) coarsely chopped
mango flesh*
2/3 cup (170 mL) heavy cream (35% fat)
1/2 cup (125 mL) dry white wine
2 to 3 tbsp (30 to 45 mL) pear liqueur
3 tbsp (45 mL) orange juice
3  t b s p  ( 4 5  m L )  c o a r s e l y  c h o p p e d
macadamia nuts, divided
1 tbsp (15 mL) finely chopped ginger in syrup
2 drops** coconut extract
Basic Sugar Syrup*** to taste, optional

Purée mango flesh in a blender. Transfer
to a medium size bowl. Stir in cream,
wine, pear liqueur and orange juice.
(Sieve if mixture seems to contain fibers.)
Stir in 2 tbsp (30 mL) of macadamia nuts,
ginger, and coconut extract. If necessary,
add sugar syrup according to taste (i.e., 1
tbsp/15 mL or more).

Place in an airtight plastic container and re-
frigerate overnight or at least for several
hours, allowing flavours to develop. (Note:
The soup may be stored refrigerated for up
to 3 days or frozen for months.)

Serve Macadamia Mango Soup chilled. If
desired, garnish with remaining chopped

MARGARET
DICKENSON

The hypnotic charm of Cairo
By Margaret Dickenson
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macadamia nuts or according to personal
taste (i.e., puréed kiwi flesh, drizzles of
heavy cream).

* This amounts to two mangoes (if they
weigh 12 oz or 350 g each). Mangoes
must be ripe.

** i.e., less than 1/8 tsp or 0.6 mL. Avoid
adding too much extract.

*** To make the Basic Sugar Syrup, dis-
solve 1/2 cup (125 mL) of sugar in 1/2
c u p  ( 1 2 5  m L )  o f  w a t e r  i n  a  s m a l l
saucepan over medium-high heat and
bring to a boil. Reduce heat and allow
mixture to boil gently until it is reduced
to about 2/3 cup (170 mL). Store the
sugar syrup refrigerated in a well-sealed
glass jar for up to several weeks.
© MARGARET H. DICKENSON 2001

GINNED DATES

Served with coffee, Ginned Dates always
prove to be a special surprise. It is best to
use unpitted whole dates which naturally
retain their attractive shape; however,
you should caution guests about the pits.
Makes about 50.

1 lb (500 g) dates, whole and unpitted (ex-
cellent quality)
1/4 cup (60 mL) gin
1/4 cup (60 mL) vodka

Rinse dates carefully under gently 
running cold water; drain well. Place
dates  in  a  plast ic  container  with  a  
securely fitting lid; add gin and vodka.
Cover t ightly;  turn gently to bathe
dates. Refrigerate, turn occasionally 
and allow flavours to develop over at
least several days before serving dates.*
Serve Ginned Dates chilled or at room
temperature.

* Ginned Dates retain their quality for
months; their flavour only improves. If
desired, add more alcohol over time.
© MARGARET H. DICKENSON 1996
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Otto Ditz is prepared to put his
best  foot  forward at  the this
year ’s version of the Viennese

Winter Ball at the National Gallery.
For the Austrian Ambassador, the best

foot is his right foot, put forward for a
traditional Austrian waltz.

But there’s a problem.
“We start with the right, but here you

start with the left,” he laughs as he gets
ready for one of the major social events
of the Ottawa season. In his recently re-
decorated Rockcliffe home, staff are mov-
ing tables and chairs and setting up to
receive ball-gowned and tuxedoed guests
for Austrian wine and nibbles before an
army of limousines sweeps up he and his
wife Maureen, along with their guests,
for a stunning, old-world evening of
dancing and dining.

Nonetheless, he’ll be nimble on his
feet as he welcomes 400 guests, thanks
the debutantes (including his 17-year-old
daughter Charlotte) and their cavaliers
for dancing the Polonaise, and then

whirls his wife around the dance floor.
It’s Mr. Ditz’s second ball in Ottawa,

but just one of many he’s attended over
the years in different countries. No
slouch on the dance floor, he learned
Austria’s national dance at school where
waltzing was taught as an extra subject.
Viennese balls are not just a part of danc-
ing season in Austria, they have become
one of the country’s most recognized and
charming exports.

“There’s a ball in Russia and in Wash-
ington and New York,” he says, all places
where he has been posted. But never 
in Saudi Arabia, the location of his last
appointment, he notes with a smile.

Mr. Ditz is also no stranger to Cana-
dian winters. He was minister/counselor
at the Austrian embassy here from 1986-
1989, and Mrs. Ditz is from Toronto.

“There is a wonderful story about
how we met,” she tells me while watch-
ing her husband and daughter doing 
a fancy polka at the ball. They were both
students in Paris in the ’70s and met
while Mrs. Ditz’s aristocratic French
boyfriend was out town. When he re-
turned and found out there was a new
man in her life, he challenged Mr. Ditz to
a duel.

“He was serious,” laughs Mrs. Ditz,
but it never happened. Maureen married
Otto in 1977 in his home town, a tiny vil-
lage near Vienna.

Mr. Ditz admits that much of his work
is cultural and he enjoys the embassy’s
longstanding association with the Thir-
teen Strings Chamber Orchestra, sup-
ported both by the ball and through a
fundraising garden party and concert on
the residence grounds each year.

“We bring music. With language and
literature it is more difficult, but there are
o f t e n  re q u e s t s  f o r  c h a m b e r  m u s i c
groups,” he says. “Everyone understands
good music.”

On the first anniversary of his posting
here, Mr. Ditz says he’s very fond of 
Ottawa.

“I like it very much. It is cultural, 
it has color and lots of things happen-
ing.” And he loves cross-country skiing.
“Ottawa is as good as it comes. You can’t
complain.”

Margo Roston is Diplomat’s culture editor.

Dancing with Ditz
By Margo Roston

Austrian Ambassador Otto Ditz has adapted nicely
to Ottawa, even if Canadians put their left foot
first when starting the waltz. 
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The Ontario legislature has updated
the liquor licence act, making steps
to “bring liquor legislation into the

21st Century”. Beginning Jan. 24, Ontario
restaurants may choose to apply for a
rider to their current Liquor Licence that
would allow guests to bring their own
wine (BYOW) for a corkage fee of the
restaurant’s choosing. The Ontario gov-
ernment will also implement a program
where restaurants can re-seal an unfin-
ished bottle of wine for guests who wish
to take home leftovers. This is an initia-
tive I, as a restauranteur and sommelier,
support whole-heartedly. 

According to Rui Manuel Estevão, the
communications director for Consumer
Minister Jim Watson’s office, “Restaura-
teurs are still responsible for not over-
serving their customers – regardless of
where the bottle was purchased. When
the new legislation comes into effect,
public etiquette will dictate that the
restaurateur is handed complete control
of any bottle that enters the establish-
ment. Whether the bottle is bought at the
establishment or brought to the establish-
ment, restaurant staff is responsible for
opening and serving the wine. Once the
bottle is professionally resealed at the
restaurant, it must be transported by the
consumer in accordance with current
highway traffic laws. Much like a visit to
a regular LCBO store, the consumer is
then responsible for transporting the
sealed bottle home – without opening it,
‘en route’.

BYOW has been in place for 18 years in
Québec with great success. It is also available
in Alberta, New Brunswick, Australia, New

York, and dozens of
other jurisdictions
around the world.
“It’s time that Ontario
consumers and restau-
rateurs have the same
positive opportunity
as other diners around
the world,” Mr. Es-
tevão said.

Will this change dining in Ontario dra-
matically? Not at all. Alberta is the most
recent province to adopt BYO legislation
and only five per cent of restaurants have

signed on. I think a few more will sign up
in Ontario, but it will most likely be a
patchwork of individual rules and fees
that vary wildly by restaurant. The key
here is that you need a full liquor license
to offer this service so, unlike Québec, the
idea of bringing in a bottle of Yellowtail
Shiraz to your local pizza place or entry-
level Greek restaurant won’t happen I’m
afraid. However, some nicer restaurants
will be offering this service under their
own terms. My restaurant, Beckta dining
& wine, will be allowing diners to bring
their own wine on Sunday and Monday
nights for a $20 corkage fee per bottle.
This covers the costs of nice glassware,
linen and staff needed to serve guests
well in a fine dining establishment. 

When I worked in New York City,
where BYOW has been legal for some
time, I saw first-hand how the system
worked. Here are a few things to con-
sider:
• Bring out that “special” bottle for an an-

niversary or birthday to have some
wonderful food matched with that
wonderful wine.

• Always call the restaurant first to in-
quire if they offer this service, what the
corkage fee is and let them know of
your intentions.

• Avoid bringing in bottles that are al-
ready on the restaurant’s wine list.

• Always tip based upon the full price the
dinner would have been, should you
have bought a wine from the restaurant
(the servers perform the same services
in both cases).

• If you have a good connection with the
server / manager / sommelier, offering
them a taste goes a long way.
Cheers!

Stephen Beckta is the sommelier and owner
of Beckta dining & wine in Ottawa
(www.beckta.com).

How to bring your own bottle in Ontario

GSM Cell Phones

Cell Accessories

Monthly plans

Prepaid Vouchers

Authorized Retailer

STEPHEN BECKTA
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OTTAWA’S BYOW RESTAURANTS
Restaurants offering bring your own
bottle, the days they offer it, and the
corkage fee

Beckta dining & wine, Sun/Mon, $20
East India Company, Sun-Wed, $10
Fiori's Ristorante, Fri/Sat, $25
Rasputin's Folk Café, everyday, $7
Red Lobster on St. Laurent, everyday, $10

WHETHER THE BOTTLE IS  BOUGHT AT 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OR BROUGHT TO

THE ESTABLISHMENT,  RESTAURANT 

STAFF IS  RESPONSIBLE FOR OPENING 

AND SERVING THE WINE.
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Having fun in
Pakistan is
synonymous

with eating well.
C h e c k i n g  o u t
res taurants  i s  a
favourite pastime
people. Since there
are no authentic
Pakistani restau-
rants in Ottawa,
most of us rely on
our own kitchens for indulgence. A meal
can be as simple as steamed rice and
lentils or, as exotic as “shahi beryani” and
“Mughlai korma”. Of course, one needs
the necessary ingredients for home cook-
ing. Luckily there are a few shops that
cater to our needs. For “halal” meat and
Pakistani Basmati rice one can visit “Sul-
tan’s”, on 2446 Bank St. For spices, lentils,
flour and certain indigenous vegetables,
there is “A to Z Food Centre” at 489
Rideau St. and “A and M Food Market”
on 382 Rideau St. The best thing nowa-
days is that one can buy pre-mixed
masalas (spices) imported from Pakistan
for all dishes. They are packaged by
“Shan” and “National” and are available
at the above shops with easy-to-follow in-
structions. Many trained and experienced
chefs have turned to them for conven-

ience. In addition, there is a large variety
of ready-to-cook snacks which are deli-
cious and easy to serve in minutes. Differ-
ent kinds of breads are also available in
convenient  packs  as  are  Pakis tani
desserts. Happy eating! 

Ghazala Malik is married to Pakistani
High Commisioner Shahid Malik.

Pakistani pleasures
By Ghazala Malik

Stores, such as A to Z Food Centre on Rideau Street,
stock a number of traditional Pakistani ingredients. 

Ghazala Malik
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Two nations warring in the bosom of
a single state” was Lord Durham’s
assessment of the relationship be-

tween Lower Canada’s French Canadian
and British Canadian communities. The
British government had sent John George
Lambton, Earl of Durham, to British
North America as governor general after
the Rebellions of 1837. Durham was
charged with determining Canada’s
“form and future government.”

The rebellions arose from the discon-
tent of the people of both Upper and
Lower Canada with the colonial govern-
ment, which was considered an impedi-
m e n t  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l
development of the colonies. In Lower

Canada, the rebellion expressed French
Canadian nationalism in the face of an ex-
panding English presence. In Upper
Canada, it attempted to overthrow the
power of the Family Compact and estab-
lish democratic, American-style govern-
ment. The rebellions failed, but they
made an impression on the colonial ad-
ministration. 

Lord Durham’s report made radical
proposals, for which there could be no
consensus. The two main recommenda-
tions, based on his analysis of the causes
of the rebellions, were responsible gov-
ernment and the union of Upper and
Lower Canada. He criticized the Family
Compact of Upper Canada, which, he
said, was “a petty, corrupt insolent Tory
clique.” 

Responsible government would see
the executive drawn from the majority

party in the as-
sembly, thereby
stimulating
colonial expan-
sion, strengthen-
ing imperialism

and minimizing America’s influence. It
would minimize the power of the oli-
garchy and bring market forces to bear in
Upper Canada.

In Lower Canada, Lord Durham saw
the problems as ethnic, not political. He
recommended that the French Canadians,
whom he described as “a people with no
literature and no history,” be assimilated
by a union of the Canadas, with the Eng-
lish-speaking majority dominant. An
ethno-centric Englishman, Durham be-
lieved that assimilating the Catholic
French to British Protestant values would
benefit the French.

Responsible government was rejected,
but the British government accepted the

recommendation of unification and, in
1840, the Act of Union created a “shotgun
marriage” of Upper and Lower Canada
to create the United Province of Canada.

Lord Durham’s report was condemned
by the Tory elite of Upper Canada. Mon-
treal Tories supported unification because
it would overcome French Canadian op-
position to plans for economic develop-
ment. French Canada opposed the union,
determined to maintain its nationality.
The goal for many nationalists in the east
was not the attainment of responsible
government but the dissolution of the
union.

Though controversial, the Durham Re-
port marked a watershed in Canadian in-
dependence. Responsible government
was implemented by 1848. 

Laura Neilson Bonikowsky is the associ-
ate editor of The Canadian Encyclopedia.
See www.histori.ca. for more. 

The Canadian report that changed the colonial world
By Laura Neilson Bonikowsky 

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT

WAS REJECTED,  BUT THE BRITISH

GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF

UNIFICATION AND, IN 1840,  

THE ACT OF UNION CREATED A

“SHOTGUN MARRIAGE” 

OF UPPER AND LOWER CANADA 

TO CREATE THE UNITED 

PROVINCE OF CANADA.

“
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER RIGHT: Atis Sjanits, Ambassador of Latvia, right, presented 
National Revenue Minister John McCallum, with a commemorative medal in Ottawa. The medal was
given for his work as defence minister in helping Latvia become a member of NATO.  •  The Viennese
Ball  •  The National Capital Commission offered a tour of Winterlude sites followed by a brunch spon-
sored by the Westin. Lynette Murray, wife of Barbados High Commissioner Glyne Samuel Murray, cozies
up to the Ice Hogs. Japanese Ambassador Sadaaki Numata and his wife Kyoko Numata pose in front of
the Japanese entry in the ice sculpture contest. M. Amadou Diallo, ambassador of Senegal, and his wife
Zineb Boutaleb, take in the sights with their son Malick. (photos: Sam Garcia)  •  Cuban Foreign Minister
Phillipe Roque, second from left, poses with Bangladeshi High Commissioner Rafiq Khan, left, Ugandan
High Commissioner Ceci Taliwaku and Kenyan High Commissioner Peter Ogego at a reception following
a ceremony where all three Canadians, also appointed to Cuba, presented their credentials. (photo:
Kenyan High Commission)  •  Juyena Khan, wife of Bangladeshi High Commissioner Rafiq Khan, hosted
a luncheon for the Asia-Pacific Spouses’ Group in February. Shown here are (left to right) Datin Cherry
Ignatius, wife of Malaysian High Commissioner Dennis Ignatius; Alimaa Laagan, wife of Mongolian 
Ambassador Galsan Batsukh; Janette Kelly, wife of New Zealand High Commissioner Graham Kelly; 
Pattamavadee Devahastin, wife of Thai Ambassador Snanchart Devahastin, Mrs. Khan; Vietnamese 
Ambassador Thi Hoi Nguyen; Kyoko Numata, wife of Japanese Ambassador Sadaaki Numata, and Nini
Win, wife of Myanmar Ambassador Aye U. (photo: Bangladesh High Commission)
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: More than 44 embassies got together to take 
part in a folkloric fashion and dance show at Library and Archives Canada. The Fondation du 
centre psychosocial pour enfants et adolescents d'Ottawa, a Vanier charity that helps children, 
received more than $20,000 from the event. Shown here: Chinese dance group, Lithuanian
dancers, Royal Thai dancers, and designer Richard Robinson with "Khadija" modelling his World
Peace dress.  •  Saudi Arabian scholar Norah Bent Hamad Ben Abdul Aziz Al-Jameeh spoke on
“The Saudi Arabian experience as part of the integrated global human culture” at the University
of Ottawa. She’s shown here with Saudi Arabian Ambassador Mohammed Al-Hussaini. (photo:
Sam Garcia)  •  David Leighton, chairman of the National Arts Centre, and out-going U.S. Ambas-
sador Paul Cellucci at an event Mr. Cellucci hosted to drum up interest in the upcoming production
of the opera Filumena, which is coming to Ottawa as part of the National Art Centre’s Alberta
Scene April 28-30. (photo: Fred Cattroll)  •  Newly arrived ambassadors generally pay a courtesy
call on the mayor. French Ambassador Daniel Jouanneau and Mr. Chiarelli (right). Egyptian 
Ambassador Mahmoud F. Al-Saeed and Mr. Chiarelli (right). (photo: City Hall)  •  Out-going Sri
Lanka High Commissioner Geetha de Silva and Maria Minna, co-chair of the Canada-Sri Lanka 
Parliamentary Friendship Group, at a memorial service on Parliament Hill. (photo: Arun Pandya)  
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Imagine you’re in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia during the holiday season
where you’ve just won a hard-fought

world debating championship, compet-
ing against teams from prestigious uni-
versities in more than 300 countries.
How would you celebrate? 

Jamie Furniss climbed into a suffocat-
ingly hot hazardous-materials suit to
help transport tsunami victims for iden-
tification and burial in Thailand. His team
mate,  Erik  Eastaugh,  came back to
Canada to mobilize friends and organize
an around-the-clock marathon fundrais-
ing event to support the overseas relief ef-
forts.

Moved by the tragedy, the two Univer-
sity of Ottawa law students showed
themselves to be citizens of the world.
They exemplified a commitment to inter-
national collaboration that universities
like ours are working to nurture through-
out the communities we serve.

Indeed, for generations, the University
of Ottawa has been developing programs
and solidifying relationships with over-
seas partners to ensure our students and
faculty are connected to the global society
in meaningful ways. 

We offer exchanges with more than 150
universities in 36 nations. We engage in
international development assistance ac-
tivities to support human resources train-
ing in the developing world. And we host
academic and cultural events that pro-
mote cross-cultural understanding and
research ties. 

Last fall, for example, when the Cana-
dian Conference on International Health

convened on campus,
we signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
with Kenya Methodist
University in support
of the “ACANGO Ini-
tiative.” (ACANGO is
short for “academic-
NGO”.) 

B u i l d i n g  o n  t h e
leadership of our dean of medicine, Dr.
Peter Walker, and the director of the Cen-
tre for Global Health, Dr. Peter Tugwell,
we are developing ways for academics
and non-governmental agencies to effec-
tively pool their resources. This collabora-
tion – one among many – is pursuing
improved care and management of HIV-
AIDS in Kenya, Thailand and Malawi,
and improved health for homeless, low-
income and recent immigrant popula-
tions here in Ottawa.

Who benefits from such initiatives?
Everyone involved – at home and

abroad. Faculty and staff members are
enormously enriched by their interna-
tional contacts, their exposure to other
cultures, and their collaboration with re-
searchers and agencies working in com-
pletely different environments. In turn,
the institutions and organizations with
which we partner gain from our knowl-
edge and expertise, while learning about
Canada’s multicultural and democratic
values. 

At the same time, University of Ottawa
students who participate in our programs
are much better prepared – personally
and professionally – to live and work in

our increasingly small and interconnected
world. Their options include studying
computer science in Taiwan, engineering
in Germany or Japan, and law in coun-
tries from France to Mexico. In addition
to learning the knowledge and tools nec-
essary to compete in a global economy,
they gain perspective and cross-cultural
sensitivity that orients them to becoming
responsible global citizens.

In this respect, the University of Ot-
tawa is uniquely positioned. Offering
courses in two important languages has
placed us at the forefront of producing
well-trained, multilingual graduates. Our
location in the national capital is also an
asset: we are able to draw on our estab-
lished links with embassies and NGOs
specializing in international issues.

Today, about six per cent of our 32,000
students come to us from other countries
– close to 150 – and we’re looking to in-
crease that number. We support our inter-
national students through a mentorship
program that helps them integrate into
campus life and Canadian society. We in-
vite those who remain in Ottawa over the
winter holidays to share seasonal celebra-
tions in Canadian homes. And every year
during our campus International Week,
the entire community has the opportunity
to sample cultural performances, lectures
and food from the variety of countries
represented on campus. 

The University of Ottawa’s interna-
tional dimensions are integral to who we
are. Vision 2010, our strategic plan, lays
out the values that define and drive us.
Key among these is our stated commit-
ment to deliver a wide range of nationally
and internationally recognized programs
at all levels of study. In addition, to train-
ing global citizens, we seek to help define
the role Canada can play in the global
economy. 

In the process, we will need to remain
flexible enough to adapt to the rapid
changes of our increasingly complex 
and dynamic world.  Intel lectual ly  
accompl ished and internat ional ly  
conscious students like Jamie Furniss and
Erik Eastaugh are poised to help us do
just that. 

Gilles Patry is president and vice-chancellor
of the University of Ottawa

DELIGHTS|THIS CAPITAL

Educating citizens of the world

GILLES PATRY



DIPLOMAT AND INTERNATIONAL CANADA 39

AFGHANISTAN
His Excellency Omar Samad
246 Queen Street, Suite 400
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E4
TEL. 563-4223  FAX 563-4962
email: 
info@afghanistanembassy.ca

ALBANIA
His Excellency Adhurim Resuli
130 Albert Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-4114  FAX 236-0804
e-mail:
embassyofalbania@on.aibn.com

ALGERIA
His Excellency Youcef Yousfi
500 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N2
TEL. 789-8505  FAX 789-1406
e-mail: ambalgcan@rogers.com

ANGOLA
His Excellency Miguel Maria N.
Puna
189 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6P1
TEL. 234-1152  FAX 234-1179
e-mail: info@embangola-can.org
www.embangola-can.org

ARGENTINA
His Excellency Arturo Bothamley
90 Sparks Street, Suite 910
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5B4
TEL. 236-2351  FAX 235-2659
e-mail: 
embargentina@argentina-canada.net
www.argentina-canada.net

ARMENIA
His Excellency Ara Papian
7 Delaware Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z2
TEL. 234-3710  FAX 234-3444
e-mail: embottawa@rogers.com

AUSTRALIA
His Excellency Tony Hely
50 O’Connor, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 236-0841  FAX 236-4376

AUSTRIA
His Excellency Otto Ditz
445 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M7
TEL. 789-1444  FAX 789-3431
e-mail: Ottawa-OB@BMaA.gv.at

AZERBAIJAN
His Excellency Fakhraddin
Gurbanov
275 Slater Street, Suite 904-C
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 288-0497  FAX 230-8089

BAHAMAS
His Excellency Philip P. Smith
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1313
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 232-1724  FAX 232-0097

BANGLADESH
His Excellency Rafiq Ahmed
Khan
275 Bank Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2L6
TEL. 236-0138  FAX 567-3213

BARBADOS
His Excellency Glyne Samuel
Murray
130 Albert Street, Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-9517  FAX 230-4362
e-mail: ottawa@foreign.gov.bb

BELARUS
Her Excellency Nina Mazai
130 Albert Street, Suite 600
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-9994  FAX 233-8500
e-mail: belamb@igs.net

BELGIUM
His Excellency Daniel Leroy
360 Albert Street, Suite 820
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 236-7267  FAX 236-7882
e-mail: Ottawa@diplobel.org
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa

BELIZE
Her Excellency Amilia Mai
350 Albert Street, Suite 2120
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 1A4
TEL: 232-2826  FAX: 232-4279
e-mail: hcbelize@bellnet.ca

BENIN
His Excellency Francis Loko
58 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2C3
TEL. 233-4429  FAX 233-8952
e-mail: ambaben@benin.ca

BOLIVIA
His Excellency Carlos Antonio
Carrasco Fernandez
130 Albert Street, Suite 416
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-5730  FAX 236-8237
embolivia04@yahoo.com

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
His Excellency Vjekoslav Domljan
130 Albert Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-0028  FAX 236-1139
e-mail: embassyofbih@bellnet.ca

BRAZIL
His Excellency Valdemar
Carneiro Leäo
450 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL. 237-1090  FAX 237-6144
e-mail: 
mailbox@brasembottawa.org

BRUNEI
His Excellency Dato A. Aziz
Mohammad
395 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 234-5656  FAX 234-4397
e-mail: bhco@bellnet.ca

BULGARIA
His Excellency Branimir Zaimov
325 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K5
TEL. 789-3215  FAX 789-3524

BURKINA FASO
Her Excellency Juliette Yaméogo
Bonkoungou
48 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 238-4796  FAX 238-3812
e-mail: burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org

BURUNDI
Her Excellency Epiphanie K.
Ntamwana
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 815
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL. 789-0414  FAX 789-9537
e-mail: ambabucanada@infonet

CAMEROON
His Excellency Philémon Yang
170 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2B4
TEL. 236-1522  FAX 236-3885

CHILE
His Excellency José Miguel Cruz
Sánchez 
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 235-9940  FAX 235-1176
e-mail: echileca@chile.ca
www.chile.ca

CHINA
His Excellency Ping Mei
515 St. Patrick Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5H3
TEL. 789-3434  FAX 789-1412
www.chinaembassycanada.org

COLOMBIA
His Excellency Jorge Anibal
Visbal Martelo
360 Albert Street, Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 230-3760  FAX 230-4416
e-mail: embajada@
embajadacolombia.ca 
www.embajadacolombia.ca

CONGO (ZAIRE)
Ms. Louise Nzanga Ramazani
Chargé d’Affaires
18 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 230-6391  FAX 230-1945

COSTA RICA
His Excellency Carlos Miranda
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 407
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL. 562-2855  FAX 562-2582
e-mail: embcrica@travel-net.com

CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Her Excellency Dienebou Kaba
9 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 236-9919  FAX 563-8287
e-mail: ambacicons@rogers.com

CROATIA
His Excellency Zeljko Bosnjak
229 Chapel Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Y6
TEL. 562-7820  FAX 562-7821
e-mail: croatia.emb@bellnet.ca
www.croatiaemb.net

CUBA
His Excellency Ernesto Antonio Se
388 Main Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1E3
TEL. 563-0141  FAX 563-0068
e-mail: cuba@embacuba.ca 
www.embacuba.ca

CZECH REPUBLIC
His Excellency Pavel Vosalik
251 Cooper Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0G2
TEL. 562-3875  FAX 562-3878
e-mail: ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz

DENMARK
His Excellency Poul Erik Dam
Kristensen
47 Clarence Street, Suite 450
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9K1
TEL. 562-1811  FAX 562-1812
e-mail: ottamb@um.dk
www.danish-embassy-
canada.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
His Excellency Eduardo J. 
Tejera Curbelo
130 Albert Street, Suite 418
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 569-9893  FAX 569-8673
www.drembassy.org

EASTERN CARIBBEAN
STATES
Her Excellency Lorraine B.
Williams
130 Albert Street, Suite 700
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-8952  FAX 236-3042
e-mail: echcc@travel-net.com

ECUADOR
His Excellency Alejandro Suárez
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 316
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 563-4286  FAX 235-5776

EGYPT
His Excellency Mahmoud F. El-
Saeed
454 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R3
TEL. 234-4931  FAX 234-4398
email:
egyptian.embassy@rogers.com

EL SALVADOR
His Excellency Mauricio Rosales
Rivera
209 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Z8
TEL. 238-2939  FAX 238-6940
e-mail: embajada@elsalvador-ca.org

ERITREA
Ms. Nura Mohammed Omer
Consul
75 Albert Street, Suite 610
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E7
TEL. 234-3989  FAX 234-6213

ESTONIA
Mr. Argo Küünemäe
Chargé d’Affaires
260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E4
TEL. 789-4222  FAX 789-9555
e-mail: embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca

ETHIOPIA
His Excellency Berhanu Dibaba
151 Slater Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P2
TEL. 235-6637  FAX 235-4638
e-mail: infoethi@magi.com
www.ethiopia.ottawa.on.ca

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
His Excellency Eric Hayes
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1900
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 238-6464  FAX 238-5191
e-mail: mailto@delcan.cec.eu.int
www.delcan.cec.eu.int
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FINLAND
His Excellency Pasi Mikael
Patokallio
55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 850
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L5
TEL. 288-2233  FAX 288-2244
e-mail: embassy@finland.ca

FRANCE
His Excellency Daniel Jouanneau
42 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2C9
TEL. 789-1795  FAX 562-3704
www.ambafrance-ca.org

GABON
His Excellency Joseph Obian
Ndoutoume
4 Range Road, P.O. Box 368
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J5
TEL. 232-5301  FAX 232-6916
e-mail: ambgabon@sprint.ca

GERMANY
His Excellency Christian Pauls
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0T8
TEL. 232-1101  FAX 594-9330
e-mail:germanembassyottawa@
on.aibn.com

GHANA
His Excellency Samuel A. Odoi-Sykes
1 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2A9
TEL. 236-0871  FAX 236-0874

GREECE
His Excellency Yannis Mourikis
80 MacLaren Street, Suite 76
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0K6
TEL. 238-6271  FAX 238-5676
e-mail:
embassy@greekembassy.ca
www.greekembassy.ca

GUATEMALA
His Excellency Carlos Jiménez
Licona
130 Albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-7237  FAX 233-0135
e-mail: embassy1@
embaguate-canada.com

GUINEA
His Excellency Aly Diané
483 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N1
TEL. 789-8444  FAX 789-7560
e-mail: ambaguineott@
inexpress.net

GUYANA
His Excellency Rajnarine Singh
151 Slater Street, Suite 309
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 235-7249  FAX 235-1447

HAITI
Mr. Carol Joseph
Chargé d’affaires
130 Albert Street, Suite 1409
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P2
TEL. 238-1628  FAX 238-2986
e-mail: bohio@sympatico.ca

HOLY SEE
His Excellency 
The Most Rev. Luigi Ventura
Apostolic Nuncio
724 Manor Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0E3
TEL. 746-4914  FAX 746-4786

HONDURAS
Her Excellency Ana Carolina
Galeano
151 Slater Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 233-8900  FAX 232-0193

HUNGARY
His Excellency Dénes Tomaj
299 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0V9
TEL. 230-2717  FAX 230-7560
www.docuweb.ca/Hungary

ICELAND
His Excellency Gudmundur
Eiriksson
360 Albert Street, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 482-1944  FAX 482-1945
e-mail: icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is

INDIA
Her Excellency Shyamala B.
Cowsik
10 Springfield Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9
TEL. 744-3751  FAX 744-0913
e-mail: hicomind@hciottawa.ca 
www.hciottawa.ca

INDONESIA
His Excellency Eki Syachrudin
55 Parkdale Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5
TEL. 724-1100  FAX 724-1105
e-mail: info@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia-ottawa.org

IRAN
His Excellency Dr. S. M. Ali
Mousavi
245 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2K2
TEL. 235-4726  FAX 232-5712
e-mail: iranemb@salamiran.org 
www.salamiran.org

IRAQ
His Excellency Howar M. Ziad
215 McLeod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z8
TEL. 236-9177  FAX 567-1101
e-mail: iraqyia@bellnet.ca

IRELAND
His Excellency Martin Burke
130 Albert Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-6281  FAX 233-5835
e-mail:
embassyofireland@rogers.com

ISRAEL
His Excellency Alan Baker
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 567-6450  FAX 237-8865
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.il

ITALY
His Excellency Marco Colombo
275 Slater Street, 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 232-2401  FAX 233-1484
e-mail:
ambital@italyincanada.com
www.italyincanada.com/
i-serv/i_index.asp

JAMAICA
His Excellency Carl O’Neal
Marshall
275 Slater Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 233-9311  FAX 233-0611

JAPAN
His Excellency Sadaaki Numata
255 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9E6
TEL. 241-8541  FAX 241-7415

JORDAN
His Excellency Fouad Ayoub
100 Bronson Avenue, Suite 701
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6G8
TEL. 238-8090  FAX 232-3341

KENYA
His Excllemcy Peter Nicholas
Rateng O. Ogego
415 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 563-1773  FAX 233-6599
e-mail: kenrep@on.aibn.com
www.kenyahighcommission.ca

KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Excellency Sung-joon Yim
150 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5A6
TEL. 244-5010  FAX 244-5034
www.emb-korea.ottawa.on.ca

KUWAIT
His Excellency Musaed Rashed
Al Haroon
333 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 1J9
TEL. 780-9999  FAX 780-9905

LATVIA
His Excellency Atis Sjanits
280 Albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8
TEL. 238-6014  FAX 238-7044

LEBANON
His Excellency Raymond Baaklini
640 Lyon Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3Z5
TEL. 236-5825  FAX 232-1609
e-mail: info@lebanonembassy.ca 
www.lebanonembassy.ca

LIBYA
Mr. Ali Suleiman Aujali
Chargé d’Affaires
81 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL. 230-0919  FAX 230-0683
e-mail: info@libya-canada.org

LITHUANIA
Her Excellency Siguté Jakstonyté
130 Albert Street, Suite 204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 567-5458  FAX 567-5315

MACEDONIA
His Excellency Sasko Nasev
130 Albert Street, Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-3882  FAX 233-1852
www3.sympatico.ca/emb.mace-
donia.ottawa

MADAGASCAR
His Excellency Rakotoarisoa
Florent
200 Catherine Street, Suite 510
Ottawa, Ontario  K2P 2K9  
TEL. 567-0505 FAX 567.2882
e-mail: ambamadcanada@bellnet.ca)
www.madagascar-embassy.ca

MALAWI
His Excellency Kennedy Amos
Malisita
7 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2A9
TEL. 236-8931  FAX 236-1054

MALAYSIA
His Excellency Dennis Ignatius
60 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8Y7
TEL. 241-5182  FAX 241-5214
e-mail: malottawa@kln.gov.my

MALI
His Excellency Mamadou
Bandiougou Diawara
50 Goulburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8C8
TEL. 232-1501  FAX 232-7429

MAURITANIA
His Excellency Mahfoud Ben
Deddach
121 Sherwood Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 3V1
TEL. 237-3283  FAX 237-3287

MEXICO
Her Excellency Maria Teresa de
Madero
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 233-8988  FAX 235-9123
e-mail: info@embamexcan.com
www.embamexcan.com

MONGOLIA
His Excellency Galsan Batsukh
151 Slater Street, Suite 503
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 569-3830  FAX 569-3916
e-mail: mail@mongolembassy.org

MOROCCO
His Excellency Mohamed Tangi
38 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 236-7391  FAX 236-6164
www.ambassade-
maroc.ottawa.on.ca

MYANMAR
His Excellency Aye U
85 Range Road, Suite 902
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J6
TEL. 232-6434  FAX 232-6435
e-mail: meott@rogers.com

NETHERLANDS
His Excellency J. (Como) van H.
Hubar
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4
TEL. 237-5030  FAX 237-6471
e-mail: nlgovott@netcom.ca

NEW ZEALAND
His Excellency Graham Kelly
99 Bank Street, Suite 727
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G3
TEL. 238-5991  FAX 238-5707
e-mail: info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com
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NIGER
Her Excellency Nana Aicha
Mouctari Foumakoye
38 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A3
TEL. 232-4291  FAX 230-9808

NIGERIA
His Excellency Olufemi Oyewale
George
295 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R9
Tel. 236-0521  Fax 236-0529
e-mail: 
hc@nigeriahighcommottawa.com
www.nigeriahighcommottawa.com

NORWAY
His Excellency Ingvard Havnen
90 Sparks Street, Suite 532
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5B4
TEL. 238-6571  FAX 238-2765
e-mail: emb.ottawa@mfa.no

PAKISTAN 
His Excellency Shahid Malik 
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-7881  FAX 238-7296
e-mail: parepottawa@rogers.com

PANAMA
Her Excellency Romy Vásquez
de González
130 Albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-7177  FAX 236-5775
e-mail: pancanem@magma.com

PARAGUAY
His Excellency Juan E. Aguirre
Martinez
151 Slater Street, Suite 501
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 567-1283  FAX 567-1679
e-mail: consularsection@embassy
ofparaguay.ca

PERU
His Excellency José E. Romero
130 Albert Street, Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 238-1777  FAX 232-3062
e-mail: emperuca@bellnet.ca

PHILIPPINES
His Excellency Francisco L.
Benedicto
130 Albert Street, Suite 606
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-1121  FAX 233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com
www.embers.rogers.com

POLAND
His Excellency Piotr Ogrodzinski
443 Daly Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6H3
TEL. 789-0468  FAX 789-1218
e-mail: polamb@ns2.tryTel.com

PORTUGAL
His Excellency Joao Pedro
Silveira Carvalho
645 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0B8
TEL. 729-0883  FAX 729-4236
e-mail: embportugal@embportu-
gal/ottawa.org

ROMANIA
His Excellency Liviu Maior
655 Rideau Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6A3
TEL. 789-3709  FAX 789-4365
e-mail: romania@cyberus.ca

RUSSIA
His Excellency Georgiy
Mamedov
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5
TEL. 235-4341  FAX 236-6342
e-mail: rusemb@rogers.com
www.rusembcanada.mid.ru

RWANDA
His Excellency Eugene
Munyakayanza
153 Gilmour Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0N8
TEL. 569-5424 FAX 569-55481

SAUDI ARABIA
His Excellency Mohammed Al-
Hussaini
99 Bank Street, Suite 901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6B9
TEL. 237-4100  FAX 237-0567

SENEGAL
His Excellency M. Amadou
Diallo
57 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E8
TEL. 238-6392  FAX 238-2695
e-mail: ambassn@sympatico.ca

SERBIA & MONTENEGRO
His Excellency Perko Vukotic
17 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A2
TEL. 233-6289  FAX 233-7850
e-mail: diplomat@yuemb.ca
www.embscg.ca

SLOVAKIA
Mr. Stefan Rozkopál
Chargé d’Affaires
50 Rideau Terrace
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2A1
TEL. 749-4442  FAX 749-4989
e-mail: ottawa@slovakembassy.ca
www.ottawa.mfa.sk

SLOVENIA
Her Excellency Veronika Stabej
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2101
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1P1
TEL. 565-5781  FAX 565-5783
e-mail: vot@mzz-dkp.gov.si

SOUTH AFRICA
Her Excellency Theresa Mary
Solomon
15 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M8
TEL. 744-0330  FAX 741-1639
e-mail: rsafrica@southafrica-
canada.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca

SPAIN
His Excellency José Ignacio
Carbajal
74 Stanley Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1P4
TEL. 747-2252  FAX 744-1224
e-mail: embespca@mail.mae.es
www.embaspain.ca

SRI LANKA
Her Excellency Geetha de Silva
333 Laurier Avenue West, 
Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1
TEL. 233-8449  FAX 238-8448
www.srilankahcottawa.org

SUDAN
Her Excellency Dr. Faiza Hassan
Taha Armousa
354 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K8
TEL. 235-4000  FAX 235-6880
www.sudanca.com

SWEDEN
His Excellency Lennart Alvin
377 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9N8
TEL. 241-8553  FAX 241-2277
e-mail: sweden@bellnet.ca

SWITZERLAND
His Excellency Anton Thalmann
5 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 235-1837  FAX 563-1394
e-mail:
vertretung@ott.rep.admin.ch

SYRIA
His Excellency Jamil Haidar Sakr
151 Slater Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 569-5556  FAX 569-3800
www.syrianembassy.ca

TAIPEI ECONOMIC & 
CULTURAL OFFICE
Dr. Thomas Chen, Representative
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 231-5080  FAX 231-7112
e-mail: teco@magi.com

TANZANIA
His Excellency Ben Gwai Moses
50 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 232-1509  FAX 232-5184

THAILAND
His Excellency Snanchart
Devahastin
180 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0A2
TEL. 722-4444  FAX 722-6624
e-mail: thaiott@magma.ca

TOGO
His Excellency Bawoumondom
Amelete
12 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-5916  FAX 235-6425

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Excellency Arnold Piggott
200 First Avenue, Third Level
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G6
TEL. 232-2418  FAX 232-4349
e-mail: ottawa@ttmissions.com

TUNISIA
His Excellency Mohamed Saad
515 O’Connor Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3P8
TEL. 237-0330  FAX 237-7939
e-mail: atottawa@comnet.ca 

TURKEY
His Excellency Aydemir Erman
197 Wurtemburg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9
TEL. 789-4044  FAX 789-3442
e-mail: turkishottawa@mfa.gov.tr 

UGANDA
Her Excellency Cissy Helen
Taliwaku
231 Cobourg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J2
TEL. 789-7797  FAX 789-8909
www.ugandahighcommission.ca

UNITED KINGDOM
His Excellency David Reddaway
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5K7
TEL. 237-1530  FAX 237-7980
www.britainincanada.org

UKRAINE
His Excellency Mykola
Maimeskul
310 Somerset Street, West,
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0J9
Tel. 2302961  Fax 230-2400
www.ukremb.ca

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
His Excellency Hassan Al-
Suwaidi
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 565-7272  FAX 565-8007
e-mail: safara@uae-embassy.com

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
His Excellency Paul Cellucci
490 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1G8
TEL. 238-5335  FAX 688-3100
www.usembassycanada.gov

URUGUAY
His Excellency Alväro M.
Moerzinger
130 Albert Street, Suite 1905
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-2727  FAX 233-4670
e-mail: uruott@iosphere.net
www.iosphere.net

VENEZUELA
His Excellency Jorge Osorio
32 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 235-5151  FAX 235-3205
www.misionvenezuela.org

VIETNAM
Her Excellency Hoi Thi Nguyen
470 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL. 236-0772FAX 236-2704

YEMEN
His Excellency Dr. Abdulla
Abdulwali Nasher
788 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0C2
TEL. 729-6627  FAX 729-8915
www.yemenincanada.ca

ZIMBABWE
His Excellency Gabriel M.
Machinga
332 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J9
TEL. 237-4388  FAX 563-8269
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INDONESIA
Sadewo Joedo
Deputy Chief of Mission

AUSTRALIA
Lin Fowler
Third Secretary 

CHINA
Caiyun Li
First Secretary

CHINA
Chunsheng Liu
Second Secretary 

CHINA
Yali Miao
First Secretary

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC
Doris J. Maria
Hernandez
First Secretary

EGYPT
Yasser Saleh D.
Soliman
Attaché

IRAN
Seyed Mohammad
Kazem Naeimi
First Counsellor

IRAQ
Suliman Khalid
Abdul Al-Hameed
Third Secretary 

IRAQ
Hadeel T. Al-Azawi
Third Secretary

IRAQ
Zaineb Bassam S.
Kubba
Third Secretary

JAPAN
Masaaki Okuma
Second Secretary

JAPAN
Noboru Sudo
First Secretary

MEXICO
Fernando Israel
Espinosa Olivera
Counsellor

MEXICO
Jorge Sanchez
Catano
Second Secretary

MEXICO
Monica Maria A.
Velarde Mendez
First Secretary

SAUDI ARABIA
Bader Husen
Abdullah Al
Suliman
Attaché

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
Jason Allen Brenden
Second Secretary &
Vice-Consul

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
Elizabeth Ann
Mader
Second Secretary

ZIMBABWE
Bornway Mwanyara
Chiripanhura
Counsellor

Recent Arrivals: 

Please send names and photographs
of recently arrived diplomats to:
diplomatmagazine@sympatico.ca or
Diplomat Magazine, P.O. Box 1173,
Station B, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5R2.

Keep up to date on diplomatic events every
Wednesday in the Ottawa Citizen.
Diplomat & International Canada Editor Jennifer
Campbell writes Diplomatica - a comprehensive
summary of the news and events in Ottawa.  
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Directory of Business and Professional Services 
(as advertised in Diplomat & International Canada)

FOR RENT

537 McConnell St., Aylmer

Brand-new Executive Home
Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fireplace, 
two-car garage, hardwood and ceramic
downstairs, carpet upstairs, partially 
finished basement, big yard. 
Seven minutes to downtown Ottawa.
$1,950 per month, not including utilities.
Available April 1.

Contact: 
Fatima Aberle
(613) 292-8105
(819) 684-2864

Marketplace

ACCOMMODATION 
Aristocrat Suite Hotel

(613) 236-7500
Four Points Sheraton (613) 238-1500
Les Suites Hotel (613) 232-2000
Lord Elgin Hotel (613) 235-3333 
Sheraton Ottawa (613) 238-1500 
The Westin Ottawa (613) 560-7000 

APPLIANCES 
220 Volt Depot (613) 746-4777 

ART GALLERIES 
Jean-Claude Bergeron

(613) 562-7836 

AUTOMOBILES 
St-Laurent Volvo (613) 749-VOLVO 

CATERING 
Blackforest Deli and Cheese

(613) 742-5104 
Party Time Rentals (613) 745-4652 
The Westin Ottawa (613) 560-7385 

CONFERENCE INTERPRETERS 
Conference Interpreters of Canada 

(613) 230-8668 1-877-230-8668 

DENTIST 
Associated Dental Care

(613) 737-4944 

DINING 
Daly’s (The Westin) (613) 560-7333 
Signatures (613) 236-2499 

DRY CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY 
Hillary’s (613) 733-3070 

ELECTRONICS  
Overseas Electronics (613) 235-4414 

ESTHETICS 
Dr. Beaupre’s Vein Clinic 

(613) 722-0101 
Ottawa Vein & Cosmetic Medical
Clinic (613) 737-5675

EYE CLINIC 
Dr. Nurani/Dr. Moison 

(613) 567-0800 

FOOD SERVICES 
C. A. Paradis   (613) 731-2866 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
Accu-Rate (613) 596-5505 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Hulse, Playfair & McGarry 

(613) 233-1143 

HEALTH AND BEAUTY 
Asia Massage Centre( 613) 241-8988 
Feelbest.com (613) 234-4643 ext. 230 

1-888-689-9890 

HOME FURNISHINGS  
Prestige Furniture (613) 824-3300
Burapa (613) 789-0759 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Neolore Networks (613) 594-9199

www.neolore.com

LANGUAGE TRAINING
Alliance Francaise (613) 234-9470 

MEDICAL
Dr. Beaupre’s Vein Clinic 

(613) 722-0101 
Ottawa Vein & Cosmetic Medical
Clinic (613) 737-5675

MOVERS  
Ability Movers (613) 830-7090 

1-800-267-1699 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Jana Chytilova (613) 447-8323 
Sam Garcia (613) 733-8761 
Dyanne Wilson (613)

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
Bishop’s College School 

(819) 566-0227 
www.bcschool.qc.ca 

REALESTATE
Marilyn Wilson (613) 238-2801 

www.rockcliffepark.com 

SEAFOOD 
Lapointe’s (613) 789-6221 

TRAVELAGENCY 
Accu-Rate Travel (613) 596-5505 

UNIVERSITIES 
University of Ottawa (613) 562-5700 

1-877-868-8292 
www.uottawa.ca

Lac Bernard, Quebec:

Year round luxury retreat exudes 
country charm and elegance. Interior is
an oasis of honey colored wood floors
and stunning log walls. The fireplace
reflects the grandeur of the Canadian
Shield. Well elevated for breathtaking
western views, excellent privacy, over
400 feet of rocky waterfront. A short
distance to the city.

Stephen Lynott, 459-2355
Century 21 Macintyre, Broker
www.c21macintyre.com

HOMES FOR SALERENTAL PROPERTIES

Vajarov's Naturotherapy Clinic

4006-381 Kent St., Ottawa, Tel: 564-0009
-Allergy elimination (NAET)
-Acupuncture Face-Lift
-Weight & Pain Control
-Reconnective Healing
-Iridology & much more...
www.eyesonhealth.com

HOLISTIC HEALTH

House for Sale or Rent in Aylmer: 4 bedroom, 
3 bathroom, plus office, hardwood floors and
porcelain tiles, new roof, half acre lot, quiet area,
close to downtown, available immediately.
Phone: 684-7685



Someone once compared Canada’s
immigration department to an air-
line that just keeps booking tickets,

even when all of the seats have been
taken.

In one respect, the system works. It
brings in the 230,000 or so newcomers
that Canada wants each year.

But in another sense, the system is
largely dysfunctional and forces tens of
thousands of applicants in the skilled
worker and family class to wait in line for
years at a time. Canada just keeps taking
their applications, even when officials
know it could be years before some of
these would-be immigrants make it to
our shores.

Public attention to Canada’s immigra-
tion system goes in fits and starts. We’ve
been in another fit recently. And even
some top immigration department offi-
cials - who insist the department doesn’t
entirely deserve its awful reputation –
concede the time has come for Canadians
to make some crucial decisions about
what kind of immigration program they
want.

In essence, the current system just
can’t cope with the volume of applica-
tions from people around the world who
qualify under our rules to come here as
independent immigrants or in the family
class. And within Canada, more and
more cases bounce out of an inflexible
system and end up being dealt with by
the immigration minister and MPs, creat-
ing concerns about political interference.

And yet, year after year, the immigra-
tion department succeeds in bringing in
the 230,000 or so new immigrants that the
government wants. A majority of those
cases are processed in months, not years.
The cases that take longer skew the aver-
age and capture the headlines.

The dysfunction is that the same sys-
tem leaves hundreds of thousands in a
frustrating backlog because we don’t
have the capacity to process their applica-
tions – or can’t take them in without
blowing up the fine balance between im-
migrants chosen for their skills and those
selected for their family ties.

The government plans to bring in be-
tween 220,000 and 245,000 newcomers
this year. About 60 per cent will be inde-
pendent immigrants chosen for their

skills and the remain-
ing 40 per cent will
come in through the
f a m i l y  c l a s s  o r  a s
refugees and humani-
tarian cases. 

But in the skilled-
worker and family-
class categories, there
are nearly three quali-

fied applicants in the backlog for every
one that is admitted. With more re-
sources, or a policy shift, the department
could speed processing of family class ap-
plications from spouses, children, parents
and grandparents. 

But time and again, Canadians have
said they want a focus on independent

immigrants who are chosen for their
skills and who have demonstrated they
integrate and contribute to the economy
more quickly.

How do we balance those competing
interests?

Do we expand the family class and
speed up processing, or shrink it and get
rid of the backlogs – the way Australia
has – by telling parents and grandparents
up front that there is little chance they
will succeed in gaining admission to
Canada?

There hasn’t been a politician yet who
wants to make that choice and live with
the consequences.

Instead, officials use red tape and 
delay to put an artificial cap on the fam-
ily-class immigration stream, arbitrarily
putting parents and grandparents in a
secondary category behind spouses and
children. 

So family-class applications continue
to accumulate like water behind a damn –
and officials know this is a problem.
Some say it is a legal dispute waiting to
blow up.

Should we stick with a processing sys-
tem that keeps applications in the queue
indefinitely – creating enormous backlogs
and frustration – or pursue a radical
change in approach?

One proposal – given high level con-
sideration some years ago, then set aside
as unworkable – would radically change
the way Canada selects immigrants, par-
ticularly in the independent class. What
would happen if we only brought into the
pipeline the applications that were likely
to go forward within a short period of
time?

A new model would look like the one
used by universities to accept students.
Would-be immigrants would apply to be
part of Canada’s annual intake. The most
qualified applicants would get a reply
within months that they were on their
way to a new life and Canadian citizen-
ship. 

Those who don’t make the cut would
be told to try again next year, if they so
desired. Their file would be closed and
removed from the system. There would
be no backlog.

And all this discussion about the sys-
tem for processing immigration applica-
tions doesn’t even touch upon another
crucial area: How could Canada improve
the system for getting new immigrants
settled in Canada and break down barri-
ers to employment?

Canadians should seize on the current
focus on the immigration system to grap-
ple with some of these tough choices.

Allan Thompson is an assistant professor
of journalism at Carleton University. He
writes a weekly column for the Toronto
Star.
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The Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
Supports Young Canadians

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

His Excellency Ambassador Mohammed Al-Hussaini

and his wife Mrs. Iman Atallah hosted a very successful

fund-raising dinner and recital to benefit the

Canadian Music Competitions (CMC) on November

5th at the ambassador’s residence. The funds raised

from this enjoyable event attended by more then 70

guests will be used to support student participation

in music competitions as well as to fund scholarships.

Since its inception more than 40 years ago, the non-

profit organization has been instrumental in promot-

ing and developing an appreciation for music and the

arts. Elizabeth Tang, President of CMC Ottawa, said

the dinner and recital was “a truly memorable event.”

In October, His Excellency Ambassador Mohammed

Al-Hussaini hosted fourteen high school students

from the Haliburton-Kwarrtha Lakes region of

Ontario.  The students learned about Saudi Arabia

and the role of an ambassador.  Ambassador Al-

Hussaini enjoyed the opportunity to meet with the

students and  to share some of his many diplomatic

experiences.  Barry Devolin, MP from the riding of

Hailburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock, organized the

visit as part of his “A Capital Experience” program

for students from his riding. Mr. Devolin said the

students found the visit “very valuable.”

Musicians gather at the home of Ambassador Al-Hussaini and his wife Iman Atallah,

from left to right (back row) Gilberte Leclerc, Ambassador Al-Hussaini, Silvie Cheng,

Tu Mach, Amièle Joannisse, Yannick-Muriel Noah, Parveneh Eshghi and 

Iman Atallah; (front row) Stanley Leong and Kerson Leong.

Ambassador Al-Hussaini (left) and Member of Parliament, Barry Devolin (top row,

second from right) with high school students at the Royal Saudi Arabian Embassy in

Ottawa..

Fourteen students from seven different high schools in the riding of  Haliburton-

Kawartha Lakes-Brock visited Ottawa with MP Barry Devolin as a part of the first

Capital Experience program organized by Mr. Devolin. The students are seen in front

of the Parliament buildings with Mr Devolin (far right).

Guests enjoying the music recital at the home of the ambassador of Saudi Arabia and

his wife.
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